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After a couple finds their forever home in Raleigh, they
enlist designer Cameron Jones to fill it with bright
patterns and bold colors.
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With designer Katie O’Neal at the helm, color was the
guiding force behind a French country-style home in
Five Points.
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Designer MA Allen transforms her Atlantic Beach
marsh-view cottage into a stunning sanctuary for her
whole family.
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ON THE COVER:
Designer MA Allen
infuses color in bold
and subdued ways
in her Atlantic Beach
home (page 40).

ERIN COMERFORD MILLER

Interior design is a tangible medium. The textures,
the colors, the patterns—for design-lovers, laying
eyes on a well-designed room provides a thrill
that can only be likened to the effects of chocolate
on the brain. An undeniable part of this high is
COLOR. From brilliantly hued paint to brightly
patterned fabrics, and even the neutral rug that
allows other colors to speak boldly, the entire
scene fuels our creative minds. That experience
of color is what we celebrate in this issue: the
visceral reaction to the environment around us.
And those feelings are what Home Design & Decor
tries to translate through these pages awash with
saturated pigments.
Chock-full of bold hues and playful patterns,
the homes and highlights in this issue have boldly
asked us to step out of our neutral comfort
zones. From designer MA Allen’s vibrantly
casual but wholly sophisticated coastal cottage
to an entrepreneur’s Durham home that’s filled
with vivid hues and eye-catching patterns to a
colorfully innovative way to translate nature into
your home, everything in this issue exemplifies
how fascinating and varied color can be.

BLINDS SHUTTERS SHADES HOME AUTOMATION EXTERIOR SHADES & AWNINGS
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To The Possibilities
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919.883.5065 | budgetblinds.com/durham
Free In-Home Consultations
© 2022 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts
Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.
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COURTESY OF JENNIFER AUSTIN PHOTOGRAPHY.

DWELL

S POT L I G H T
A showstopper in her breakfast
room, this six-by-five-foot moss
piece was commissioned by athlete
and active mom Emily Breeze
Watson. It features two species of
moss and nine different types of
preserved ferns or foliage.
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SAVAGE NATURE
THIS WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESS IS INFUSING COLOR, ART, AND
ORIGINALITY INTO INTERIORS ONE CUSTOM PROJECT AT A TIME.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WILL JENKINS.

PRODUCED BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY

Among the many lessons society has gained from the
past few years, one has been discovering our homes as
our sanctuaries. And for many people, learning to care
for, arrange, and incorporate plants inside the home
has proven to be both a challenging and rewarding part
of that process. The peace and calm that nature brings
to humans is scientifically proven, yet the realization
that plants and flowers not only color our surroundings
but also enhance our existence by creating clean air,
oxygen, companionship, and sheer joy has only just
come into vogue.
Torrie Savage and Paula Bartlett, owners of The
Savage Way, have always known that nature and art
are powerful tools that humans have at their disposal
to express, evoke, and heal, which is what propelled
them into the thriving business they created a decade

ago. As a marketing and branding consultancy, the pair
were already turning heads with their Clean Graffiti
campaigns—an innovative approach to marketing that
entails using a custom-designed stencil and a power
washer to brand dirty sidewalks with bright, clean client
logos and slogans. With clients like Coca-Cola, The
Rolling Stones, and the Carolina Hurricanes, The Savage
Way has put its stamp on cities across America, from
Austin to the Big Apple.
The passion for eco-friendly design was inherent
in their business plan, so when a client asked them to
innovate yet again, they accepted the challenge. That’s
when their second love child was born: moss art. “A
client came to us looking for a logo that incorporated
plants and moss into the design,” explains Savage. “We
were hesitant at first, because it was unlike anything
HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 19
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we’d designed to date, but with a nudge from the client to
explore what came naturally to us, we discovered something
that really allowed us to pour love and energy into art that
helps people.”
It’s hard to see their moss-art installations and avoid
fantasizing about your own creation. From pop-art pieces
like Biggie Smalls and Jimmy Hendrix to intricate pieces that
include neon lights, or oversized panels pieced together to
custom words and letters, the possibilities are endless. “We
really love the process, and it’s evident in every project,”
says Bartlett.
The creators at The Savage Way work with over forty
different colors of reindeer moss, as well as mood, sheet, and
pole moss; forty-three types of foliage; and twenty-three types
of preserved flowers, mushrooms, sticks, and leaves in their
creations. Plus, by partnering with local artists, projects can shift
into mixed media pieces that combine colorful moss with custom
artwork, giving a whole new dimension to customizability. “No
two pieces are ever alike, which is one of the reasons our clients
love this medium. It’s unlike anything in anyone else’s home,”
Savage explains. “The range of colors and topography that moss
art provides really takes these installations to the next level.”
Bartlett adds that the styles can range from funky and colorful
to neutral and calming, and anything in between. “We really
work closely with clients and interior designers to explore
what will work best with the aesthetic they’re creating, and it’s
important to let it be a fluid process,” she says. And while the
maintenance-free nature of preserved moss should be the main
draw for most people, it’s just icing on the cake when you see a
completed piece.
Most custom projects can be completed in about eight weeks,
but some of their most popular and smaller designs are ready to
ship from their online shop at thesavageway.com. “We really
wanted to make it accessible for everyone to bring the benefits of
nature into their homes,” says Savage. “Especially for those that
want something low maintenance but high design.” u
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF JENNIFER AUSTIN PHOTOGRAPHY.

This pop-art moss piece of rapper
Biggie Smalls is a collaboration
between The Savage Way and
artist Jen Hill. Commissioned by
NFL Probowler Jonathan Stewart
and his wife, Hill painted the
backing and Savage’s crew created
the pop icon’s textural sweater
with dyed moss. Over fifteen
shades of reindeer moss were
used to create the Coogi sweater.

Putting cleaner water within reach. That’s

©2022 Elkay Manufacturing Company

The ezH2O LivTM Built-in Filtered Water Dispenser
Unrivaled filtration for lead- and chlorine-reduced
water, instantly.
elkay.com/ezH2O-liv

MARKET

Rainbow
BRIGHT
NOTHING INSPIRES QUITE LIKE
COLOR, AND WE’VE GATHERED
SOME OF THE BEST PRODUCTS THAT
TRULY DAZZLE IN A DIZZYING ARRAY
FROM ROY TO G TO BIV.
PRODUCED BY ASHLEY HOTHAM COX
WRITTEN BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY

GET INTO
the GROOVE

SKINNY
GIRL

NATURAL BEAUTIES

As parents of three, the founders of Studio ROOF were constantly
at play, interacting with their young children in imaginative
ways. As they grew, it was more apparent than ever that flights
of fancy and the desire to play is an all-ages sport that has an
important place in everyday life. From that belief sprang Studio
ROOF, a Netherlands-based design group that focuses on imaginative products using eco-friendly materials. Every piece is made
of recycled cardboard and brilliantly colored with plant-based
vegetable inks. The bouquet collection is a callback to the
most original form of beauty: the flower. In bold hues and simple
shapes, the bouquet collection is an easy and stunning way to
liven up your space. studioroof.com.
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For more than a decade,
Oomph has been bringing
that “pop of color” to designs
all over the country. Mixing
bold colors with interesting
elements like scalloped
edges, tassels, and elegant
hardware has made Oomph
the design house it is and
has paved a sophisticated
path for designing with color.
The Rowayton Bachelorette
Chest is a chic take on a
classic silhouette with beautiful details, custom hardware,
and soft-close drawers. Slim
lined, tall, and minimalist, the
chest features ample drawer
space, including a sleek extra
top drawer to stow away any
small items you may want.
oomphhome.com.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: COURTESY OF POPUS EDITIONS; COURTESY OF OOMPH; COURTESY OF STUDIO ROOF.

In 1998, furniture designer Yannick Gicquel crossed paths with his now-wife,
Fanny, in Paris, and the rest, as they say, is history. From that point on, new
designs and daring forms have flowed easily from the pair in an elevated
take on Gicquel’s original focus. The couple has launched Popus Editions
to produce furniture with an emphasis on architecture, design, color, and
materials. In their latest collection, rattan pieces are bent in unorthodox
shapes and paired with vibrant vintage-inspired patterns for a warm and
inviting grouping of pieces. The Disco Pouf and the Fauteuil Annka Chair
shown here feature vintage-inspired fabric with rounded rattan edges and
contemporary feet. “The colored lacquer feet give [the Disco] that offbeat
look we love," Gicquel says. popus-editions.com.

M ADE I N OU R NC FACIL ITY W ITH UNB EATA B L E L EA D TIM ES
CO L E Y H O M E .C O M

MARKET

BORDERING
ON BEAUTIFUL

PARADE of COLOR
The Parade Collection of rugs, fabrics, and wallpapers from Pierre Frey is not just a color
story but one of daring and graphic designs using techniques that stimulate and excite.
Inspired by the bustling art scene of interwar Paris, avant-garde design, and greater
European influences, the collection features fabrics with geometric shapes in bright and
cheerful colors made with natural and contrasting materials, and papers featuring traditional prints on pearlescent or gold backgrounds, 3D metalized techniques, and digital
prints on thread. Cubism, expressionism, and abstract art inspired Pierre Frey's design
studio to create this striking collection, with extraordinary embroideries that highlight rich
techniques and the undeniable quality of French know-how. pierrefrey.com.

ALL THE
SMALL THINGS

VERSATILITY REIGNS

Barrie Benson and Highland House are hardly newcomers to the design scene, but
their signature Elsa Armless Banquette in bold patterns feels like a breath of fresh
air. Drawing inspiration from midcentury pieces, the Elsa was purposely designed
with placement in mind. It features low proportions that won’t block light in front of
windows and set-back arms that make it easy to maneuver in and out. Endlessly
customizable, this banquette is a perfect addition in many settings, but Benson
loves it for kitchens to soften hard surfaces. highlandhousefurniture.com.
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“Small things, beautifully done” is desktop design
house Parvum Opus’ mantra. And from waste
baskets to trays and everything in between,
each of its products is a master class in elevating
the mundane to something extraordinary. The
latest collection of oval shadow boxes is inspired
by a pair of antique “bubble glass” frames in
founder Erika Stefanutti’s personal collection.
Each box is handmade using modeler’s wood
and colorful hand-marbled papers, with domed
glass enclosing a collection of Italian plaster intaglios in two colors. Frame openings are finished
with a jeweler’s brass bezel and ingenious inset
hanging hardware that allows the piece to hang
perfectly flush against your wall or bookcase.
Says Stefanutti, “I hope these new designs
become heirlooms in their own right and that
they spark curiosity and inspiration, just like the
pieces from centuries past.” parvumopus.com.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF PIERRE FREY; COURTESY OF IMOGEN HEATH; COURTESY OF PARVUM OPUS; COURTESY OF HIGHLAND HOUSE.

Textile designer Imogen Heath is known
for her brilliant use of color and pattern,
with her fabrics, trims, and embroidery
making appearances in designs worldwide.
The UK-based designer draws inspiration from
the creative process as well as the natural world around
her, combining colors and patterns that are instinctive yet
original. The Clementine Collection consists of trims and
borders hand-embroidered on recycled wool melton fabric
by artisans in the UK. Completely bespoke, each custom
layout and thread color can be specified to suit your project.
imogenheath.com.

MARKET

RAINBOW WHEEL

With a passion for creativity and innovation, Sazerac Stitches started as a small sewing
company on Etsy that made mustache flags. Over the past ten years, the company
has shifted its focus to colorful, vintage-inspired lighting. The Hendrix Sconce is a perfect
encapsulation of their mission, designed to look as if the colors are spinning around
each other like tie dye. The unique circular fixture features Mediterranean blue, black
cherry, orchid, red, flame, yellow, and mermaid green and can be hung horizontally or
vertically. sazeracstitches.com.

Artist Wayne Pate’s paintings have captivated the design world with
his unique twists on traditional motifs. New York–based custom textile
design studio and showroom Studio Four has partnered with Pate to
translate his signature figural style into their textiles and wallpapers.
Offering custom carpet and rugs, fabric, and wallcoverings for luxury
projects, Studio Four represents a mix of design leaders and emerging
boutiques from across the country and around the world. Pate’s
partnership brings a colorful take on traditional patterns that can be
translated easily into most design projects. The Jaipur design is printed
on clay-coated paper and comes in malachite, argent, and lapis colorways. studiofournyc.com.

LEMON YELLOW DREAMS

Canadian-based design group EQ3 prides itself on its attention to product design
and the process itself, both transparent and collaborative. "At EQ3, we aim to create
products that allow creativity to flourish and self-expression to thrive,” says Natasha
Lao, head of brand marketing & communications. “The Replay Daybed is a new
addition to our beloved Replay family of products, which can now be upholstered in
EQ3’s new environmentally conscious performance fabrics.” The Maria Lemon color
is part of EQ3's new line and is named after Italy’s
queen matriarch. The chenille fabric features a thick
multi-yarn construction that allows for a beautiful
drape, and the lemon color adds a bright pop
to any room. eq3.com.
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COME ON,
GET HAPPY

Julia B., the Italian-based designer and creator of
some of the world’s finest handmade linen and
home luxury items, has paired with New York–based
painter and designer Happy Menocal on a new
and colorful collaboration. The Happy Home collection combines Julia B.’s love of handmade paper
and linens with Menocal’s cheerful and straightforward use of color in five distinct themes, including
the Electra. “I have always loved fine papers, and,
of course, I live for fine linens. And I thought Happy
would be the perfect artist with whom to collaborate and translate this love into a beautiful and
colorful medley for the home,” says founder and
CEO Julia Berger. juliab.com.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF STUDIO FOUR; COURTESY OF SAZERAC STITCHES; COURTESY OF JULIA B.; COURTESY OF EQ3.

WITH A TWIST
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Designer Susan Tollefsen infuses each of her
projects with fun, color, and a little dose of
quirk—which is exactly why her clients come
to her. The artful combination of color and
sophistication is Tollefsen’s calling card, and this
recent project in downtown Winston-Salem is
bursting with interest.
“My clients actually purchased two of the top
floor condos in Twin City Lofts and combined
them to create an almost 5,000-square-foot
space,” Tollefsen explains. “It was one of the
most fun projects I’ve worked on in years, with
a goal to create a soulful and creative space in
which to live and entertain. Whether a small or
large gathering, this space always feels intimate.
The combination of new and old pieces make
it feel very curated, but every inch is super
functional, too. I really tried to use every color
of the rainbow, and from the Cole & Son
wallpaper in the foyer to the dining room, it
comes together beautifully.”

2

3
4
5

6

1. Hollings Swivel Chair / $4,695 / taylorburkehome.com
2. Dining Table / $1,985 / circaloft.com
3. Emma Dining Chairs / to the trade / julianchichester.com
4. Jonathan Adler Vienna Chandelier / $1,900 / jonathanadler.com
5. Festival Rug / to the trade / surya.com
6. Cole & Son Circus Wallcovering / $689.99 /decoratorsbest.com
7. Waterfall Console / to the trade / madegoods.com
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PORTRAIT: COURTESY OF SUSAN TOLLEFSEN; DINING ROOM: COURTESY OF JAY SINCLAIR.

SUSAN
Tollefsen

STYLE

LOCAL LOVE
DESIGNERS CARRIE MOORE AND GRAYSON LIMER CREATE
A WELCOMING AND COLORFUL DURHAM HOME USING LOCAL
NORTH CAROLINA CRAFTSMEN AS THEIR INSPIRATION.

Moore and Limer sourced
the custom dining table
from Brooklyn, New York–
based craftsman Asa Pingree
and complemented it with
Jeanneret-style dining room
chairs with custom cushions
in a Kelly Wearstler fabric.
The chandelier is from New
York artisan Apparatus.
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Carrie Moore’s introduction to her client
was quite serendipitous. While having a team
meeting in the lobby of The Durham Hotel,
Moore’s husband, Dan, met a man at the bar
while ordering a drink. The two began chatting
and eventually the conversation turned to how
the Duke alumnus had just moved back to the
Durham area and was looking for an interior
designer. The pair exchanged phone numbers
and months later the man reached out to the
Moores about working Carrie’s design magic on
his new home.
Moore and design associate Grayson Limer
agree that the two-bedroom home was “kind
of a bachelor pad.” The client had little to start
with, save for the Togo sectional in the living
room “which we loved!” Moore says. But for
the design duo, it was the ideal blank canvas
to create an inviting and colorful home. The
homeowner allowed the designers to take the
reins, but with one request: “He wanted to
incorporate as many local artisans and furniture
designers that we could into the interior
design.” Having worked closely with several
North Carolina makers over the years, Moore
was ecstatic about the request to highlight local
Carolinians’ work. “He was more focused on
having an impact on the local community and
supporting them versus an overall aesthetic,”
she says. “And we loved that approach!”
With that objective at the forefront, Moore
and Limer went to work pulling together an
array of local artisans who would complement
the transitional and colorful aesthetic they
envisioned. In the living room, the team added
custom cabinetry by Burlington-based shop
Skram, which also fabricated the custom red

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LISSA GOTWALS.

WRITTEN BY BLAKE MILLER

CLASSIC OFFERINGS FOR SOPHISTICATED
HOME FURNISHING TASTES

FURNITURE SHOWN BY HICKORY WHITE

We also carry Century, Lillian August for Hickory White, Sherrill,
Temple,Taylor King,Wesley Hall and more!!

SINCE 1939 • INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE

North Raleigh: 5640 Capital Boulevard • 919-954-0025 • Monday through Saturday 10 - 5 • Closed Sunday
waysidefurniturehouse.com

STYLE

LEFT: The homeowner had the existing sectional
by Togo, so Moore and Limer began their living
room design with that as the base. They layered
in a combination of local makers’ work with a
coffee table by High Point–based Verellen.
RIGHT: To soften the bedroom, the designers had
the custom, locally made headboard swathed
in an Osborne & Little fabric. Local artisan shop
Skram designed the nightstands while the lounge
chair is covered in a fun Halabala-style custom
fabric from Porter Teleo for Schumacher.

chairs in the adjacent breakfast dining area. In the living room,
a coffee table by High Point–based furniture-maker Verellen is a
focal point of the room, which also features a floor lamp by local
woodworker Elijah Leed.
The designers balanced the local furniture and accents
with classic midcentury-modern pieces like the Eames chair
and ottoman and the Serge Mouille ceiling fixture, both from
Design Within Reach. “We never want to create a cold, modern
space,” says Moore. “We bring in natural elements like wood
and plants to make it feel very cozy while still being modern.
And that’s exactly what we did here.”
To add a personal touch to the home, the designers had
32
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custom throw pillows made from colorful vintage Guatemalan
fabrics sourced on Etsy. “Our client had really fond memories
volunteering for Habitat for Humanity building homes in
Guatemala,” says Moore. “So these pillows are a way for him to
remember a really special time in his life.”
The project truly exemplifies what Moore and Limer strive
for in their work: incorporating local artisans and makers into
their designs while creating homes that their clients love.
“Our client wanted it to feel relaxed and casual and not too
fancy,” says Moore. “He definitely wanted color and didn’t
want it to feel austere and neutral. And I think we achieved all
of that for him.” u

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LISSA GOTWALS.

BOTTOM: To maximize the seating, Moore
and Limer installed the locally made custom
banquette and swathed it in an Osborne & Little
mid-scale check as well as custom dining chairs
made by Skram.

Welcome. You’ve found home.
At Paragon Building Group, we build homes that endure. Our designs are not merely a snapshot of your personality.
Rather, we specialize in simple, intuitive Universal Design services that maximize the livability and aesthetics of your
home for years to come.
ParagonBuildingGroup.com | 919.329.0008

PA L E T T E
Inspired by island life, interior
designer Amanda Lindroth
infuses various blues throughout
this Lyford Cay living room.

CLEAR
BLUE
DELFT BLUE IS AS
POISED AND POLISHED
AS PORCELAIN.
PRODUCED BY ASHLEY HOTHAM COX
WRITTEN BY CHRISTINA SPRATT SPENCER

There is a decidedly classic confidence
in the timelessness of this crisp cobalt
color—a felicity of familiarity rooted
in traditions and abiding in appositeness, always refreshingly relevant
and perpetually posh, and reveling
in the enduring ornamentality of an
heirloom passed down. The exact
deep, expansive blue of a clear and
cloudless sky on a bright, sunny day, it
is hopefully optimistic and collectedly
calm in its encompassing vivacity.
Dignified and distinguished, there is
an orderly sincerity in this true-blue
hue which is oftentimes congruously
paired with a monochromatic range
from inky navy to faintly frost with
bluebell and hydrangea dancing in the
in-between. Delft blue mingles well
with many tones, but especially so
with pops of peony, marigold, tangerine, and pear, and is always classic with
cottony whites, a calling card of its
earthenware namesake.

�

�

3

8
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5

1. C2 Paint Windsor C2-762 / quarts starting
at $31.45 / moxie-interiors.com
2. Tulum Pillows / $550 for a pair /
shoppalomaandco.com
3. La Mer Shatterproof Plates / $8–$18 /
fetehome.com
4. Pots in Harbor by Mally Skok for
Stout / to the trade / estout.com
5. Large Castello Tray in Yves Blue and Wedwood
Blue / $425 / thelacquercompany.com
6. Marco Chest / $4,000 /
bunnywilliamshome.com
7. Druggist Square Vase / $325 /
jonathanadler.com
8. Turfa Screen in Bamana Lapis Linen /
$855 / johnrobshaw.com
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIE WILLIAMS.

6

Bringing creative design to life.

FIELD TRIP

Lowcountry
GETAWAY
WITH EVEN MORE NEW AND IMPRESSIVE HOTELS OPENING IN
CHARLESTON, IT’S TIME TO PLAN A TRIP TO THE HOLY CITY.
WRITTEN BY BLAKE MILLER

Charleston is certainly not a massive urban epicenter like
New York or London or Los Angeles. But with the number
of new boutique hotels making their way onto the scene
in the Holy City, you’d think that it was expanding at the
same pace as those larger cities. And in all fairness, it is. In
2021, the Charleston area added 500 more hotel rooms to
its resume.
Ninety-one of those rooms belong to The Ryder Hotel,
which opened last spring. Formerly the Best Western on
Meeting Street and just steps from the city market, The
Ryder is a completely revamped and renovated property.
Long gone are the dated interiors of the Best Western. In
its place, you’ll find a vintage South Beach meets Palm
Springs vibe that feels simultaneously relaxing and hip.
(The hotel is appropriately named after a character in a
Jack Kerouac novel.) The interior design overhaul was led
by local Charleston designer Cortney Bishop, who infused
everything from the lobby to the guest rooms with a
36
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Little Palm at
The Ryder Hotel

tropical vintage
aesthetic that
you won’t see
anywhere else in
the city’s hotel
offerings. While the rooms are not as luxurious as those in
places like Hotel Bennett, the casual, laid-back aesthetic
is fun, playful, and a welcoming respite after a long day
touring the city.
The hotel’s pool and hotel bar, Little Palm, pop with
color and energy as locals and visitors alike pack the
poolside cabanas and retro pool deck for happy hour when
the weather is warm. Tropical low-ABV cocktails and
small bites such as tuna poke coupled with an ultra-hip
bohemian coastal vibe transport you out of the Lowcountry
and straight onto a South Florida beach. The lobby coffee
bar can whip up an afternoon latte or iced coffee before a
morning stroll or business meeting. u

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOE THOMAS.

The Ryder Hotel

STEVEN SHELL
LIVING

BORN IN LONDON
ENJOYED AROUND
THE WORLD
EST. 1992

Raleigh, NC
2030 Clark Avenue
@stevenshelllivingraleigh
919.803.1033

Mount Pleasant, SC
640 Coleman Blvd.
@stevenshellliving
843.216.3900

“So much more than just a great furniture store ”

MT. PLEASANT EXPANSION 2022! 50,000 SF UNDER ONE ROOF

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANNA ROUTH BARZIN.

INTERIORS

The pair of swivel chairs covered in a fabric by
fashion designer Matthew Williamson drove
the concept for the living room’s interior
design. Citron accents in the vintage credenza,
throw pillows, and window treatments—“The
fabric reminded me of seagulls,” says Allen—
pull in the counter stools in the adjacent
kitchen. The coffee table was found while
vintage and antique shopping in Palm Beach.
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DESIGNER MA ALLEN TACKLES ONE OF HER BIGGEST
PROJECTS: THE RENOVATION OF HER OWN BEACH COTTAGE.

COASTAL
CHIC

TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIN COMERFORD MILLER
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T

T H E H O M E WA S A C O M P L E T E D I S A S T E R
when MA Allen and her husband, Chester, first saw the
Atlantic Beach property. “It was dark and dingy and the
floor plan was completely chopped up,” says Allen of the
1970s beach cottage. “It was sold fully furnished and we
kept only four things if that tells you anything!” But the
home was, in fact, a real estate score for the Raleigh-based
couple. “What’s so strange about Atlantic Beach is that
there are very few properties with a marsh view,” explains
Allen, a designer. “This home had the most remarkable
marsh view and a beautiful western orientation with the
most gorgeous sunsets there. We could immediately see
the potential from the moment we saw it online.”
The two-story cottage had little to love on the interior,
however. “We pretty much knew that at some point
the home would need a gut renovation,” she says. “But
for now, we wanted to do a mini reno that would get us
through the next seven to 10 years.”
The “mini” renovation, which was completed over
four to five months, included tearing down interior
walls to open up the upstairs main living space to make
the kitchen and living and dining rooms relatable and
flexible for various uses. The once closed-off kitchen
was transformed into a more functional space for
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The Allens love to cook, so the kitchen
was an important aspect of the renovation
process. Allen designed the kitchen with
extra prep space but also an island for
their little kids and guests to gather while
cooking. The counter stools are from cb2
and pendants are by Visual Comfort.
OPPOSITE: The beach cottage needed to
seamlessly function as a family getaway as
well as an entertaining space. So the Allens
made sure the outdoor living area was
just as functional as the indoor. A simple
dining table and chairs affords all guests a
breathtaking sunset view over the marsh.
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Allen designed the custom
banquette swathed in a wide
cabana stripe by Robert Allen to
provide a soft place to gather and
dine. “We wanted soft chairs to sit
on if we were entertaining,” she
says. The dining chairs are vintage
and were lacquered locally in a
stunning coral hue.

44

HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM

HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 45

cooking and entertaining. “Chester and I are both big cooks,
so it had to function well for prep and cooking,” says Allen.
Existing wood paneling on the walls was stripped, a partition
removed, popcorn ceilings sanded away, trim and interior
moldings replaced, and light blonde wood floors added as
well as doors and hardware updated. All of the bathrooms
throughout were fully renovated, as well. The “mini reno,”
as Allen affectionately referred to it, resulted in big changes
for the dated property.
The true magic, though, stemmed from Allen’s interior
design, which truly transformed the home from a dark and
dated 70s beach cottage to the modern stunner it is today.
“This home, when we first saw it listed for sale, felt so right,”
she says. “It was undeniable that it had potential and we
knew we had to have it. With all of our projects, I like to see
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the property first and take into account the vernacular and
architecture of the area and pull together different puzzle
pieces and let them guide my design. From the client and
architecture I get a clear path, and this was no different.”
Initially, the designer’s plan for the cottage was a
traditional beach home. But that idea was turned on its head
once Allen saw the home post-renovation. “When I closed
my eyes and envisioned a beach house it was definitely on a
more traditional front,” she explains. “My Raleigh home is
eclectic and classic, but I’m more formulaic by nature. This
beach cottage, though, it’s just more casual, and, as such, the
interior design needed to reflect that.”
For Allen, that meant color via vibrant fabrics complemented with textures and a mixture of old and found pieces.
“I couldn’t have a house without color,” she explains. “In this

The Allens purchased the cottage
fully furnished and found leftover
sea charts in one of the rooms.
Allen wallpapered the room with
the sea charts and added the
custom headboard covered in a
Stout fabric with a rope cord trim
for the ultimate coastal chic vibe.
OPPOSITE: In one of the guest
rooms, a pair of Pier 1 Imports
headboards were lacquered in a
high-gloss coral and paired with a
Bungalow 5 side table. The lamp
is by Couture Lamps and the art is
from Wendover Art Group.
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RIGHT: Allen created
a makeshift bar with a
vintage console, which she
placed by the renovated
stairway. The birds on the
wall are a vintage treasure
that once hung in Chester’s
grandmother’s home in
Cape Cod. “It’s a carryover
of fond memories from
another coastal property in
the family,” says Allen.
OPPOSITE: A pair of
vintage etageres flank
the vintage credenza in
the living room. The brass
finish instantly warms up
the space when coupled
with citron accents layered
throughout the room.

home, there’s texture, natural materials, high-gloss finishes.
It’s a mix of color, but an unexpected pairing of colors in the
main living space. Everything we do is a balance of color and
texture and pattern and prints, and that’s what creates this
overall look and feel.”
Allen began with all-white walls to serve as the blank
canvas for her designs, which left things open for bold
doses of color throughout. In the living room, a pair of
swivel chairs in Matthew Williamson fabric drove the
whole concept for the space including the palette. A
stunning vintage credenza pops with citron accents, which
coordinate with the trim on the window treatment fabric
as well as the throw pillows. In the adjacent dining room,
vintage dining chairs were lacquered a stunning coral while
the wide cabana striped fabric by Robert Allen lends a
playful vibe to the room.

And even when Allen used a more subtle palette in some of
the more private spaces such as the guest bedrooms, color was
the primary player in the overall aesthetic. The room she lovingly
refers to as the “map room” features varying shades of saturated
and soft blues, choices that were inspired by the sea charts left
behind by the previous owners. “We bought the house furnished
and kept all sea charts, knowing I’d like to do something with
them,” she says of using them to wallpaper the bedroom.
Like many designers’ personal homes, the beach cottage
continues to be a work in progress, with Allen tweaking various
things here and there. But ultimately, with the renovation and
interior design overhaul, the home has been a sanctuary for
the family. “This home just felt so right for us,” says Allen. “My
favorite thing to do is sit out on the deck as the sun is setting
and watch all of the boats pull up. It’s exactly what we wanted
when we saw this home.” u
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Inspiration for the
living room design came
from a floral pillow the
homeowner spotted at a
Raleigh thrift store.
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Color
Me
Happy
HAPPINESS
COMES FROM
WITHIN, AND
INSIDE THIS
RALEIGH
FAMILY’S HOME,
HAPPINESS
ABOUNDS.

TEXT BY
ROBIN ANDERS SUTTON
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
ANNA ROUTH BARZIN
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ABOVE: Wendt worked with
Chicago-based artist Kristi
Kohut, whom she discovered on
Instagram, to paint an original
piece for their foyer wall.
OPPOSITE: "This wallpaper,
The Rose in Swedish Blue, just
spoke to me," Wendt says. “I’m
trying to learn to follow my gut
when I see something that I love,
and then build the rest of the
room around that.”
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F

F I RS T C L E V E L A N D, T H E N P H I L A D E L P H I A ,
then Germany, then back to Philadelphia and Atlanta and back
again to Philadelphia. After relocating seven times in sixteen
years, Bridget and Michael Wendt moved into their Raleigh
forever home last year.
“This was our hardest move,” says Bridget, whose children
are now fifteen and twelve. “We wanted to get settled in so our
daughter felt like these were her roots before heading off to
college in just a few short years.” Their new home in Raleigh’s
Sunset Hills neighborhood made that possible. Filled with
bright colors and bold patterns, it’s an expression of Wendt's
design style that’s evolved over the years.
“My style has grown and matured with every house—and so
has my confidence,” Wendt says. Her willingness to embrace
her bold design instincts started when she made the risky
decision to hang red Scalamandré zebra wallpaper in her last
mudroom. The bold pattern was a total departure from the
home’s neutral palette. “We were worried about resale, and
we made a lot of safe design choices based on what the next
buyers might want.”
But for Wendt, the red zebras were worth the risk. “That
was my big daring moment,” she says. “I realized it’s okay to
be daring if you love it.”
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ABOVE: A framed print from Michael's grandmother's home in Germany is
propped up on the butler pantry countertop. Wendt calls its placement a
happy accident. “I leaned it here initially until I could find the right spot for it,
and it hasn’t moved since!” she laughs.
OPPOSITE: For Wendt, black kitchen cabinets were non-negotiable. “It
seemed like a big risk, but it doesn’t feel dark,” she says. “It comes across as a
neutral and makes the kitchen feel warm and fresh.” The counter stools are by
Serena & Lily while the pendants are by AERIN.

In Raleigh, the Wendts were able to build their home from
the ground up, and with the new blank slate, Wendt changed
her approach. She decided to go with her gut and decorate their
home with the patterns and colors she loves. “I chose things
that make me happy.”
One piece that makes Wendt happy is the multi-colored
painting in their foyer, an original Hapi Art piece from Chicagobased Kristi Kohut. “At first, I thought I’d do a mirror and
dresser-combo, but I really wanted something whimsical and
fun,” she says. “I like how the painting works with the hand
chair to make this space an unexpected catch-all.”
Throughout the house, Wendt used colorful art to push
the limits. In the downstairs mudroom, a bright “Happy” print
seems to describe the whimsical birds swooping across the
walls and overhead. “I love how the beautiful print envelops
the whole room,” Wendt says. “It puts a smile on my face every
time I walk in the room.”
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LEFT: Wendt helped
her daughter select
a wallpaper from
Anthropologie and a
sofa fabric that would
stand the test of time as
she transitions from
middle school to high
school to college. “Her
design preference is
more understated; it has
a lot of color without
being in your face.”
OPPOSITE: Jones helped
Wendt source the fabric,
which they repeated on
the stools tucked behind
the sofa.

Early in the design process, Wendt enlisted the help of
Cameron Jones, a Raleigh-based decorator known for colorful,
eclectic designs that mix patterns, periods, and styles. “When
we first talked, I told her I wanted our house to be mine—I
didn’t want it to feel like someone else decorated, and we just
moved in,” Wendt says. “I am so lucky to have found her. My
husband calls her my ‘phone a friend,’ but she’s become so
much more than that.”
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When Wendt spotted a pillow she loved at a local antique
shop, Jones not only helped her source the floral fabric but
also suggested a complementary print for the window seat,
matching benches, and the room’s other throw pillows. “Once
I find that inspiration piece that immediately speaks to me, it’s
easier to build the whole room,” Wendt says.
In the dining room, the wallpaper by John Derian served
as inspiration ground zero. “I’d struggled to find the perfect
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RIGHT: Wendt
loves the juxtaposition
between the bold
butterfly wallpaper by
Wallpaperie and the crisp
white linen café curtains.
“Every time I walk in here
to do laundry, this room
makes me smile,” she says.
The light fixture is by
Stray Dog Designs.
OPPOSITE: In the
mudroom, decorator
Cameron Jones suggested
covering the walls and
ceiling with Daydream
Wallpaper. The whimsical
paper from Hygge &
West complements her
Sherwin-Williams
Greens door.

wallpaper and almost compromised with a previous option,”
she remembers. Jones insisted she hold out. “Cameron brought
me a couple of samples, and when I opened this one, I said,
‘That’s it!’ I’m trying to learn to follow my gut.”
Throughout the design process, the Wendts discovered that
pushing color boundaries sometimes meant trusting the power
of black and white. “I knew I wanted to have a black kitchen
in this house, but it was important to choose a black that had

some depth,” Wendt says. She pored over numerous samples
to find the right fit. “On our front doors, we have a really sharp
black. But in the kitchen, it’s a muted, soft black that changes
with the light throughout the day. The room doesn’t feel dark.”
Because Michael is the house barista, the pantry wallpaper
reflects his preference for neutrals—and their happy memories
of a family pet who passed away a few months ago. “The
dog wearing a tie that’s laying down reminds me so much of
HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 59

RIGHT: Michael talked Bridget into
using reclaimed wood floors sourced
from Georgia. “The floors make
such a big difference, and you just
can’t replicate the personality that’s
in them,” she says. “They make our
house a happy space and one I’m
proud of.” The dining table
was custom made by local local
custom furniture design firm Duvall
& Co. while the chairs and light
fixture are by West Elm.
BELOW: For the powder room,
Wendt wanted a glamorous print
that was dark enough to lend
a jewel-box effect. “I picked the
navy because it’s neutral enough to
add accent colors,” she says of the

Barney. And the greyhound sitting up and yawning reminds me
of our lab/greyhound mix—how he sits, and his coloring. It’s
nice that our guys are represented.”
Also in the pantry, Wendt hung a framed sugar cookie
recipe from her grandmother. “She had six grandkids, and
we were raised as siblings. Every time we’d go to her house,
we’d go straight to the cabinet that always had a tin of sugar
cookies waiting for us,” she remembers. Now when Wendt
walks in the pantry, she’s immediately transported to her
grandmother’s house.
This past Thanksgiving, the Wendts were proud to host
the entire Wendt family in their new home. “We love living in
Raleigh, and it’s felt like home much faster than any place we
have lived before,” Wendt says. “When people ask our children
where they are from, they struggle to answer. But our hope is
that this house will make it easy to answer proudly: Raleigh.” u
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Wendt admittedly finds
bookshelves stressful to
decorate, so she leaned on
Jones’ help. “I want every
place in our house to be fun,
and I also wanted them to feel
light and bright,” Wendt says.
“I love the rainbow.”
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Design sprung outward from
the dining room, with the floral
Designers Guild wallpaper and
coordinating draperies leading
the way. Fuchsia Manuel Canovas
fabric covers the dining chairs and
an antique chandelier original to
the home hangs above.

THE BEAUTY
OF RESTRAINT
IT’S NOT HARD TO BELIEVE THAT THE OWNER OF AN ART BUSINESS
WOULD HAVE AN INTERESTING AND COLORFUL HOME;
THE SURPRISE IS THE BEAUTY OF WELL-CONTROLLED COLOR.

W

TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CATHERINE NGUYEN | STYLING BY HEIDI DONOHUE

WHEN HARRIET MILLS, FOUNDER AND CEO
of paint-and-sip franchise Wine & Design, laid eyes on her
French country-style home in the Five Points neighborhood
several years ago, she knew she wanted to make it her own. “The
outside just drew me in,” Mills says of the architecture. “The
inside was not my style—Tuscan with dark wood and trim—but I
knew I could make it mine over time.”
And that she did. After living in the home for a while, the first
project was reconfiguring the kitchen and painting everything in
the house white. A blank canvas seemed appropriate for Mills to
begin with. “I sat in my garage one weekend and just painted,”
she recalls. “When I was done, I hung all the art up in my house.
I am creative by nature, so having my own art or my friend’s art
on all my walls feels authentic to me.”
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RIGHT: One of Mills’ favorite rooms, the sitting room is void of devices
and televisions. The dreamy ceiling is covered in a wallpaper from
Zoffany, contrasting with the warm, white walls. Happy citron yellow
drapery fabric from Élitis pops behind the white sofa covered in Kravet
fabric. A black-and-white bench from Designers Guild offers a seat by
the fireplace. The rug is by Stark.

With her growing family, Mills added a bedroom
upstairs a few years ago, and she eventually added a
covered porch to the back of the house. While she loved
creating her home piece by piece, she stalled at one
point and felt it was time to call in reinforcements. After
reviewing the portfolios at Betsy Anderson Interiors &
Co., Mills was eager to begin working with designer Katie
O’Neal on her interiors. “Betsy and Katie have a clean and
modern style, with a hint of that French country that I
love,” she says.
“Having known Harriet, it was easy for all of us to
create something beautiful and cohesive,” says O’Neal.
“Color was the guiding influence, and Harriet certainly
had her say about what she wanted to see. We knew we
wanted to add strong pigments in a controlled way.”
The team presented Mills with three designs, and after
selecting some elements from each, a cohesive vision
came together. “Each room has a unique charm and flows
seamlessly from front to back, begging you to see what we
have in store,” says O’Neal.
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The team began by defining each space, considering
furniture placement for each room to make them all simultaneously interesting and livable. The dining room led the way,
packing a colorful punch with bold, floral wallpaper and
matching curtains by Designers Guild alongside fuchsia dining
chairs and a portrait of Mills to complete the space. “It feels
like you’ve walked into a garden,” says O’Neal of the dining
room. “The crystal chandelier casts a soft glow over the room;
the blue-and-white pottery adds balance to the fireplace.”
In the living room, Mills knew she wanted the ceiling
wallpapered, so they chose a moody wallcovering from Zoffany
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with a dreamy bird pattern, which seemed apropos floating
up above. The walls were kept white so that color could be
introduced in doses, with black and white as an underpinning.
“The living room comes alive with the birds on the ceiling and
the vibrant yellow on the drapes,” says O’Neal. “The calming
white sofas offer an impactful backdrop, while the yellow pillows
give it a final punch.” The jewel-toned carpet from Stark adds a
surprising but perfect complement to the palette of the room.
Mills adds that this is one of her favorite rooms and points to
its sentimentality with a painting of her mother as a teenager
hanging over the console. “It’s a very calming and therapeutic

Art from Caroline Cromer graces
the walls in Mills’ daughter’s room.
A custom upholstered headboard
and coordinating cornice in China
Seas fabric communicates nicely
with the colors from the painting.
OPPOSITE: In the kitchen, Mills
and O’Neal kept the aesthetic
clean and bright with white
cabinets and a white backsplash
by Walker Zanger. A Roman
shade in a Dedar fabric offers a
bold pop of color, while large
creamy pendants from Visual
Comfort hang over the island.

HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 67

In the hallway, Mills has hung some of her
most treasured art, most of which was
acquired on trips to Italy. An acrylic console
breaks ups the gallery wall with colorful
vases and flowers sitting atop.
OPPOSITE: Pale pink peeks out from the
bookcase walls flanking the television in the
living room, offering just enough color to
be extra interesting. Soft seating from RH is
comfy and neutral, while pink drapes from
Designers Guild pull in pops of color from
the artwork and accessories.
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room. There’s no TV. I have pictures of my family in there, and,
of course, my mom, who passed away three years ago.”
The family room is designed with a similar constraint, as
well, built for warmth and relaxation. “The pale drapes and
pink-and-lavender pillows add touches of color, alongside the
peek of color we see inside the bookcase,” explains O’Neal.
“With white walls and a white sofa, the color is always present,
but soft.” O’Neal adds that they have “used color as a mood
receptor,” moving from strong pigments in the front of the
house to more quiet tones as you make your way to the back
of the home.

From Mills’ perspective, designing a home is all about
creating a space you love with things you love. “I have added
a lot to my home by myself, which may make some designers
crazy because they’re skilled at creating a magazine-perfect
space,” she says. “But I love seeing pictures of my family out,
which, yes, can sometimes seem cluttered, and I have found
a few vintage pieces that may seem offbeat, but I adore them.
I throw things in there that make me happy. The important
thing, in my opinion, is to never feel obligated to have a home
that someone else likes. It’s yours; you have to live there, and
every piece of it should bring you joy.” u
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COURTESY OF MANTLE FURNITURE.

RESOURCES

DECORATING

FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

MAKE ROOM
EXPANSION CREATES ACCESS TO EVEN
MORE EXQUISITE FURNISHINGS.

Your home is your haven. It's a place where
treasured pieces can transform a space.
As you search for these pieces, the last thing
you want is today’s supply chain woes to affect
how soon you can enjoy them.
Steven Shell Living, a specialty furniture
store (and much more!), has nicely pivoted to
avoid these woes by expanding not only their
in-stock inventory but also their warehouse
space. This helps the iconic retailer, located in
Village District, meet their customers’ needs—
which is no surprise since their customers are
always at the forefront of what they do.
Kaleigh Koch, manager of Steven Shell
Living in Raleigh, explains: “We currently have
more inventory than ever, adding new items
to the floor on a daily basis.” This tastefully
selected inventory includes more than just
their renowned, hand-crafted furniture—
Steven Shell offers everything from artwork
and exquisite home accessories to light fixtures, ceramics, gifts, and glassware. “We make
sure to keep our in-stock custom upholstery
and case goods rolling in, too,” Koch adds.
The new warehouse space helps achieve
this mission by creating space above and
beyond what’s already in the 5,000-square-foot
retail space. It even creates more upholstery
options for Steven Shell clients. As an example,
customers are looking for comfortable sofas
with long-lasting performance fabrics that their
families can enjoy for years to come. With the
warehouse space, the company can offer many
more fabric and style options than what would
fit on the retail floor. It also helps cut what
could have been a six- or seven-month wait time
and lets the customer take their new furnishings
home with them the same day. This way, says
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COURTESY OF STEVEN SHELL LIVING.

WRITTEN BY LEE RHODES

“WE CURRENTLY HAVE MORE INVENTORY THAN EVER,
ADDING NEW ITEMS TO THE FLOOR ON A DAILY BASIS.”
—KALEIGH KOCH
Koch, “People can experience instant gratification with us, in
addition to options to customize an item to their exact needs.”
That customization is key, as is the store’s approach, which
is to offer classic pieces as well as on-trend items. Speaking
of on-trend, Koch saw plenty of bold and fun colors recently
while at High Point Market, the largest home furnishings
industry trade show in the world, from versatile greens to
earthy terra-cottas to vibrant blues, as well as many interesting
patterns. These hues and patterns set the tone for today’s
furnishings and are also showing up in everything from colorful
glass accessories to brightly colored coffee-table books.

Steven Shell Living has a sister store in Charleston,
but the Raleigh location pays special attention to the area’s
style and design influence. Rather than being limiting, this
is an expansive approach. Koch explains: “The cool thing
about Raleigh is that there are so many people from all
over, so we really try to bring all the different styles we
see in our customers to our floor.” With so many styles,
Steven Shell has something for everyone, and for every
home—from traditional Raleigh homes to boho beach
homes to shabby chic mountain homes, and everything
in between. u

For more information, call STEVEN SHELL LIVING
at 919-803-0826 or visit STEVENSHELLLIVING.COM.
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CUSTOM HOMES

FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

A NATURAL
WONDER
PITTSBORO’S HIDDEN TREASURE EMBRACES HISTORY,
NATURE, AND MEANINGFUL LIVING.
WRITTEN BY LEE RHODES

Q: What was the original inspiration for the development?
A: We wanted to develop a beautiful neighborhood close to
conveniences, but where you feel like you’re a million miles
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away. When we first saw the land, we fell in love with the
rolling hills and the fact that Wilkinson Creek ran through it.
We later learned it was owned by the same family for over two
hundred years, which made it that much more special.
Q: How have you honored the legacy of the families who
once lived here?
A: We named the development Ryan’s Crossing after the Ryan
family, who owned the property for centuries; all the streets are
named after their children, and one of their cabins from the
1800s remains on the property today. It’s pretty awesome to
see how the cabin is situated on Wilkinson Creek, which they
must have used as a water source. We’re hoping to preserve the
cabin’s stone fireplace to honor their history.

COURTESY OF ICG.

North Carolina has some truly magnificent scenery, and
within Ryan’s Crossing, a custom home community in
Pittsboro, the wonders of nature are on full display. With
a vision that includes honoring history and preserving
nature, Ryan’s Crossing is a sanctuary of tranquility and
peace. Just as natural beauty reigns here, so too do
beautiful homes.
We sat down with the developers to discuss the link to the
past, how they strive to be good stewards of the land, and how
they’ve balanced rural relaxation with urban conveniences.

“THERE’S A QUIET SERENITY HERE THAT’S REMOVED FROM
THE COMMOTION OF DAILY LIFE.”

TOP: COURTESY OF POYTHRESS; BOTTOM: PHOTOGRAPHY BY CATHERINE NGUYEN.

Q: Talk about the emphasis on preservation.
A: There are 114 acres in Ryan’s Crossing, and 46 of them
are set aside for conservation and will never be built upon. In
fact, we were the first conservation community in Chatham
County. We are not only preserving as many trees as we can,
but also requiring builders to plant additional trees in front of
each residence. Trees have a profound environmental impact,
and they contribute to the longevity of the neighborhood by
enhancing its beauty and value.
Q: Is there a balance between this serenity and
modern convenience?
A: Absolutely. We’re minutes from Chapel Hill, Carrboro,
and downtown Pittsboro. Ryan’s Crossing is close to major
employers, along with shopping, dining, and entertainment
options, and excellent public schools and universities. There’s
a quiet serenity here that’s removed from the commotion of
daily life. Residents have said they feel like they’re escaping to
a lake or vacation home when they are here.
Q: Do potential residents need to use a certain builder?
A: Yes, we selected several highly respected builders that
residents can partner with. People can also start with a
builders’ plan and tweak it, or they can bring in their own plan.

Q: In addition to the stunning natural environment,
what other amenities are available?
A: Along with the vast amount of open green space, we will have
a covered, open-air yoga pavilion with a half-mile exercise loop
and a firepit nearby, giving residents a place to gather, enjoy
nature, and socialize. We connect to Briar Chapel’s trail system,
so there’s access to miles of wooded trails for hiking, biking, and
walking. We have a commitment to healthy, meaningful living,
and it’s easy to be as active or as relaxed as you want to be. u

To learn more about RYAN’S CROSSING and how you can build your dream
home, visit RYANSCROSSING.COM or contact Amy Diamond at 919-815-1132.
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PARTNER WITH THE WORLD’S LUXURY REAL ESTATE POWERHOUSE

6725 GREEN HOLLOW COURT

$3,200,000
Wake Forest | 27587
MLS #2443827
Barry Wilkins

919.349.8603

1602 JARVIS STREET

$2,395,000
Raleigh | 27608
MLS #2445133
Van Fletcher

919.449.7535

17 CROWN POINT DRIVE

$554,900
Garner | 27529
MLS #2443249
Danielle Hooks

646.250.9018

UNDER CONTRACT
A Howard Hanna Partner
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CRAFTING
A LEGACY
ONE FAMILY TURNS ITS PASSION FOR FURNITUREMAKING INTO A MODERN SHOPPING EXPERIENCE.

In the North Carolina Piedmont, a region with
a storied furniture-making heritage dating back
to the 1870s, lies a small town named Maiden.
Here, the Parker family has quietly and steadily
grown its furniture business over sixty years,
handcrafting fine furniture in its local workshop and employing artisans whose fathers and
grandfathers were furniture craftsmen. Today,
the third generation of Parkers is guiding the
furniture business into its next phase.
The family recently announced the opening
of Mantle Furniture, an online retailer designed
for the modern shopper. Mantle enables
customers to choose their own fabrics and
leathers for custom-built furniture, as well as
tailor the dimensions of sectionals and sofas
for their specific needs. Its approach bypasses
the traditionally slow production and sales
processes required to get a piece of furniture
from factory to a customer’s home.
“We are providing the same generational
quality and craftsmanship for which the Parker
family businesses have long been known while
making it compatible with today’s shoppers
who tell us they enjoy browsing and purchasing
from the comfort of their own homes,” says
Adrian Parker, company co-founder.
Mantle Furniture offers a contemporary
collection of sofas, loveseats, sectionals,
chairs, benches, ottomans, tables, and
accent pieces that customers cannot find in
brick-and-mortar furniture stores for which
the Parker family manufactures different
furniture lines. “We encourage shoppers
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COURTESY OF MANTLE FURNITURE.

WRITTEN BY DANA W. TODD

“WE ARE PROVIDING THE SAME GENERATIONAL QUALITY
AND CRAFTSMANSHIP FOR WHICH THE PARKER FAMILY
BUSINESSES HAVE LONG BEEN KNOWN.”
—ADRIAN PARKER
to request free samples, as it is important for them to feel the
texture of these high-quality fabrics and leathers,” says Kim
McRee, co-founder of Mantle Furniture.
The shipping process also has been simplified and upgraded.
A white-glove delivery service ensures customers receive their
furniture in a timely and professional manner. The meticulous
service matches the care and detail that is poured into each piece
during the handcrafting process in Mantle Furniture’s North
Carolina workshop.
For homeowners who are working with an interior designer,
Mantle Furniture also offers a to-the-trade program.
“We are a made-in-the-USA family,” says Parker, “and we
buy 95 percent of our fabrics and lumber in the North Carolina
counties surrounding our workshop. Our family’s roots here
include nine generations living in the state, with later generations
working in North Carolina’s furniture manufacturing industry.”
The Parkers’ continued passion for the craft of furnituremaking, family tradition, and customized quality lives on through
Mantle Furniture in a way that delights today’s shoppers.u

Shop MANTLE FURNITURE at
MANTLEFURNITURE.COM.
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DREAMING
IN COLOR
BY JON RUFTY

DOES YOUR DREAM HOME WISH LIST INCLUDE
A WINE ROOM, A PET GROOMING STATION, A
DRY SAUNA, AN ENTIRE ROOM FOR YOUR SHOE
COLLECTION, A SCULLERY, OR A HOME GYM?

PHOTOGRAPHY BY TAD DAVIS.

These requests are not so unusual to Rufty Homes, and we
love making these dreams come true for our clients.
You can design your home to have any unique room or
feature that suits your family’s lifestyle. It can be easy to
imagine all the features you’d like to add to your home, but
sometimes it can be hard to bring those ideas to full implementation. That’s where a custom builder comes into the

picture. With a luxury custom builder’s depth of knowledge
about the newest building products and processes, you can
be sure your home will live exactly the way you intended.
We think homeowners should live colorfully in their
homes. I don’t mean they should live in a whirling circus of
primary hues but rather that they should live authentically
and without limits by designing a world with their
own special touches. With a new custom home or luxury
remodel of your existing home, you can add exactly what
your family needs to thrive, whether that’s an oasis of
restorative calmness or entertainment—however you
define colorful living.
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY CATHERINE NGUYEN.

“YOU CAN ADD
EXACTLY WHAT
YOUR FAMILY
NEEDS TO THRIVE,
WHETHER THAT’S
AN OASIS OF
RESTORATIVE
CALMNESS OR
ENTERTAINMENT.”

As an example, homeowners Mitch and Thuy purchased a
former Parade of Homes luxury residence built by our team
at Rufty Homes. After enjoying the home for many years, the
couple decided the way they could live their best lives was to
outfit their space with an in-home musical recording studio.
It was an exacting project that required perfect dimensions
that capture the hard-to-achieve neutral frequency response
required for a professional studio. Our team dedicated the
extra time and effort needed to achieve this specialty effect so
the family could live just the way they wanted, incorporating
both entertainment and revenue into their home.
After the last two years of worldwide turmoil, you may
crave a tranquil, restorative atmosphere. Our designer helps
homeowners choose an up-to-date color palette, such as the
calming blues and greens that embody today’s neutrals. Do
previous stay-at-home orders have you wishing to work at
home full-time? One of our homeowners achieved this dream
by building her art studio as a standalone building in the
backyard. Does your family prefer hanging out at home on
Saturday afternoons? Another Rufty homeowner expanded
entertainment space with a stunning outdoor living area
worthy of a magazine spread.
To ensure our homeowners get exactly what they want,
Rufty’s staff often finds itself coming up with colorful solutions. In the age of a slow supply chain, for example, we built
a wall to temporarily replace sliding doors that didn’t show up

on schedule. The homeowners were able to move into their new
home and begin enjoying it anyway. This solution allowed them
to continue living full lives without interruption.
It’s possible to make your home comfortable, safe, fun,
soothing, productive—anything that helps you live your best
life. You can live colorfully every day by taking control of your
home’s design with a custom builder talented enough to translate your wishes into real-life brick and mortar. u

JON RUFTY is owner of RUFTY HOMES and can be
contacted at 919-460-8550 or JON@RUFTY.COM.
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SUN
WORSHIPPERS
BY DAVID PAYNE

SOME THINGS ARE QUINTESSENTIAL HALLMARKS
OF SUMMER, LIKE HOMEGROWN TOMATOES
AND BARE FEET IN THE GRASS.
For gardening lovers in the South, the key summer ingredient
is a brilliant pop of color on a blooming crape myrtle tree
thriving in the bright, hot sunshine.
Crape myrtles are popular for summer color because they
are so versatile, coming in a wide range of heights that fall
into large, mid-size, and dwarf categories. They range from
mature heights of thirty feet tall to one-foot-tall varieties.
When planting a crape myrtle, the most important thing is to
choose the right size cultivar for the right location in the landscape. By selecting the tree that best fits your desired size at
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full maturity, your crape myrtle will need no regular pruning
to maintain its beautiful shape, making it a worry-free and
colorful part of your landscape plan.
Unlike many other trees, crape myrtles can be moved from
one location to another during the warmer months. If in the past
you have chosen a specimen that has outgrown its space, you can
move it to a location where its height is more appropriate.
Many varieties of crape myrtles are reliable in our North
Carolina climate, including the large thirty-foot-tall Natchez,
with white summer flowers, yellow and orange-red autumn
leaves, and cinnamon-colored bark that sheds to add interest
all year; the mid-sized watermelon-hued Tuscarora, which
matures at twenty feet; the mid-sized purple Catawba,
which reaches ten to fifteen feet in height; and the dazzling

“THE KEY SUMMER
INGREDIENT
IS A BRILLIANT POP
OF COLOR ON A
BLOOMING CRAPE
MYRTLE TREE THRIVING
IN THE BRIGHT,
HOT SUNSHINE.”

red flowers of Red Rocket and Dynamite, which are slower
growing but still top out at twelve- to fourteen-feet tall.
Dwarf sizes have heated up in recent years, showcasing a
dazzling array of colors. Some noteworthy ones include pink
Pocomoke, ruby red Baton Rouge, light pink Chickasaw,
lavender Cordon Bleu, and bright pink World’s Fair.
Count on crape myrtles to provide consistent color even
during the hottest days of summer. There is one potential
caveat to that reliability, however. Recently, a disease called

crape myrtle scale began infecting new stock brought in by
commercial nurseries. You’ll know immediately if a tree you’re
considering purchasing has this disease because it will have a noticeable black color on its trunk. It may take some time for this
disease to appear on existing mature trees, so it is important to
carefully select any new introductions to the landscape to avoid
contaminating what is already thriving in your yard. Better yet,
lean on your local landscape professional to vet the quality of
new plant stock being added to your yard. u

DAVID PAYNE is the owner of HOME & GARDEN LANDSCAPES and can
be reached at 919-801-0211 or HOMEANDGARDENLANDSCAPES.COM.
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SPOTLIGHT
FAULT LINES:
ART AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

LAOCOÖN
AND THE
ALGORITHM

Explore humanity’s
relationship to the
environment through an
immersive, multimedia
exhibition and outdoor
sculpture installations in the
Ann and Jim Goodnight
Museum Park. Through
video, photography,
sculpture, and mixedmedia works, fourteen
contemporary artists focus
on current concerns and
offer new perspectives.
They address urgent
environmental issues,
consequences of inaction,
and opportunities for
sustainable environmental
stewardship and restoration.

CAM RALEIGH
Through August 8
camraleigh.org
This commissioned
mural by artist Taylor
White reinterprets the
famous Greek statue of
Laocoön and his Sons.
White states, “The mural
interprets the Greek
sculpture of Laocoön,
notable because of
its visceral depiction
of human agony with
no apparent power
or reward. In Virgil’s
Aeneid, Laocoön was a
priest of Poseidon who
attempted to expose
the ruse of the Trojan
horse by striking it with
a spear. Today, we live
in a world where every
move we make online is
tracked. Using a barrage
of loud and audacious
images disguised as
entertainment, we
cavalierly accept the
terms and conditions
more and more of our
psychological and
emotional freedom in
exchange for the illusion
of safety and purpose.”
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RECEPTION

PITTSBORO GALLERY OF ARTS
June 8–October 5
pittsboroarts.org
The Pittsboro Gallery of Arts invites art lovers to its first
reception on June 17 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Celebrate and enjoy refreshments and beverages
as you meet the artists and view new works on
display in many mediums, including realistic and
abstract paintings, photography, fiber art, ceramics,
woodwork, jewelry, and mosaics. Open Tuesdays
through Sundays, this destination art gallery is situated
in the historic, bustling small town of Pittsboro, just
steps from the Chatham County Courthouse.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: ART BY TAYLOR WHITE, COURTESY OF CAM RALEIGH; ART BY KIRSTEN STOLLE,
COURTESY OF NCMA; ART BY DEBBIE ENGLUND, COURTESY OF PITTSBORO GALLERY OF ARTS.

NORTH CAROLINA
MUSEUM OF ART
April 2–July 17
ncartmuseum.org

S I M P L I F I N G LU X U R Y N E W H O M E L I V I N G –
G I V I N G YO U M O R E T I M E TO E N J OY L I F E .

COMING SUMMER ‘22

AVA I L A B L E H O M E S
N OW U N D E R C O N S T R U C T I O N

D ES T I N N C .C O M | 9 1 9. 5 2 1 . 4 3 4 5 | 8 0 5 J O U R N E YS R ES T L A N E , A P E X
LU X URY H OM ES I N P RO MI N E N T W EST CARY | CO N C IER GE SERVIC ES | M O DER N AM EN IT IES
SA L ES & MA RK E T I N G BY H OWAR D P ER RY AN D WALSTO N N EW HO M ES & LAN D

North Carolina's
BUTLER
FARM

440 DEVIN DRIVE
WHITE OAK, NC

A World Class Equestrian
Estate Located In
North Carolina
350 ACRES
73-STALL BARN

Sheri Hagerty
Member - Triangle Luxury Home

11,000+ SQ. FT.
MAIN RESIDENCE
OFFERED AT $5,750,000
CENTRALLY LOCATED IN BETWEEN
NEW YORK AND FLORIDA

Marketing Group
c. 919.862.6258 | o. 919.876.7411
sheri.hagerty@hodgekittrellsir.com

