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A child of art and architecture, gallery owner Katharine
Hidell Thomas mixes styles and interlaces furniture, art,
and personal items that have meaning.
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Immerse yourself in the revitalizing
hue of aqua, an affable blend of buoyant
and balmy so refreshingly light yet
harmoniously grounding.
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Artist Brooke Werhane Maples is
fascinated by the human experience,
evidenced by her dreamlike paintings
that evoke the subconscious.
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Serving Charlotte’s Luxury Home Market Since 1975
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ON THE COVER: With the
help of a talented team,
gallery owner Katharine Hidell
Thomas' red brick ranch
becomes a framework for
displaying her art (page 64).

Ashley Hotham Cox
Editor in Chief
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PORTRAIT: DALTON COX; ON THE COVER: DUSTIN PECK.
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We all know the past two years have been hard, but,
for me, the last couple of months have been especially
trying. My family and I have been in quarantine
followed by isolation; school’s been closed seemingly
every other day; childcare has been spotty at best; and
yet work has its same demands.
I miss being around people to commiserate these
oh so fun times with.
Humans are inherently social creatures. We have
an innate desire to connect with others. As we remain
socially distanced, it’s important to find that missing link.
In our Arts + Architecture issue, we hope to
bring you a little closer to those both near and far.
Art can connect people in a way that transcends
time, borders, and even biases. Our history, culture,
and experiences inform the way we see the world,
allowing us to witness the human experience
through the lens of another. So when design, art, and
architecture collide, the results are staggering. In
this issue, we showcase some of the newest and most
interesting art- and architecture-inspired work, from
across the globe to just down the street.
While we may still need to keep a safe distance,
opening our eyes to the art around us and within these
pages can provide some connection and even community.

2902B Selwyn Avenue
Charlotte, NC 28209
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COURTESY OF PIERRE FREY.

DWELL

MARKET

WORLDS
COLLIDED
WHEN DESIGN, ART, AND
ARCHITECTURE COLLIDE, THE
WORLD BENEFITS FROM THE
CATACLYSMIC RESULTS.
WRITTEN BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY
PRODUCED BY ASHLEY HOTHAM COX

Art comes in many forms, and
perhaps the most pervasive is
functional art: an art form that
provides a function to daily
life. Contemporary artist Daniel
Arsham has collaborated with
industry giant Kohler to create a
limited-edition bathroom sink that
combines the utterly unique with
the utterly every day. With just
ninety-nine manufactured, the
vitreous china and hand-poured
brass piece, Rock.01, combines
unrestrained creativity with the
production innovation of Kohler’s
3D printing process—the only
method by which Arsham’s complicated design could be made
tangible. “Rock.01 melds the
future of 3D-printing technology
with the most basic methods of
hand-cast brass,” Arsham says. “It
is literally the new resting on top of
the old, and I find that incredibly
poetic.” kohlercollective.com

RIGHTEOUS GEMS

Rocky Mountain Hardware, the leading manufacturer of solid bronze hardware, has
released Oasis, a sculptural hardware collection created in collaboration with renowned
architectural firm RAMSA. The new line features cabinetry and door hardware in natural
and organic forms, each with a level of detail only made possible by Rocky Mountain’s
advanced technology. “While designing Oasis, we were inspired by historic architectural references and the Arts and Crafts movement,” says Lawrence Chabra, RAMSA interiors studio
director and associate. “The result is a sculptural collection that juxtaposes the structural
quality of doors and millwork with the inventiveness and craftsmanship of jewelry, featuring
design elements that are similar to gem cutting.” rockymountainhardware.com
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WELCOME TO THE
SURREAL WORLD

French design house Pierre Frey has teamed with the
ebullient designer Ken Fulk to create The Surreal World
collection—an array of fabrics, wallcoverings, and rugs
in dreamlike patterns and textures. Each design is a
celebration of neoclassical sculpture and brutalist architecture, gardens, and landscapes, and references
to illusionist works or surrealist parties. Offered in various
colors, the collection includes designs like the neoclassical, a tribute to the charm of Parisian architecture,
and hedgerow, an homage to the parterres of French
gardens and Escher’s illusionist works. Fulk’s signature
cheeky and cheerful nature shines through the designs
while the sophistication of Pierre Frey’s imagination is
palpable. pierrefrey.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: COURTESY OF PIERRE FREY; COURTESY OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN HARDWARE; COURTESY OF KOHLER.

WAXING
POETIC

Charlotte/Pineville, NC • Hickory, NC
goodshomefurnishings.com

MARKET

PROJECT X

To celebrate the tenth anniversary of
The Met’s reimagined Islamic Wing,
the Met Store has partnered with
designer Madeline Weinrib to unveil
The Heirloom Project—a collection
of contemporary handmade pieces
ranging from accessories to home
decor and jewelry. An icon amidst
the textiles and home design industry,
Weinrib has created this exclusive
collection with artisans from around
the world, dedicated to keeping traditional techniques alive and bridging
the gap between centuries-old works
of art and modern-day producers.
Additional pieces will launch over a
nine-month period and will include
expanded brands with each launch.
store.metmuseum.org

FÊTE FOR
A QUEEN

Internationally known designer Kelly Wearstler has launched a new initiative, expanding her
e-commerce platform to include exclusively commissioned and personally curated pieces by
emerging global artists and designers. Her first partnership with Netherlands-based art collective Rotganzen features Quelle Fête, a five-piece collection of works inspired by Los Angeles.
In this new offering, Wearstler takes her passion for integrating specially curated pieces into
her projects and shares it with the rest of the world while also providing a stage for her new
and favorite artists. “Rotganzen’s Quelle Fête series embodies a beautiful tension of joy
and sorrow, and blurs the lines between design objects and art, so they are the perfect first
partner for this new venture,” Wearstler notes. Reminiscent of melted disco balls, Quelle Fête
is a playful representation of old glamour nights in clubs like Studio 54, Paradise Garage, and
The Roxy. kellywearstler.com
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Lagos-based Nigerian architect and
designer Tosin Oshinowo is distinguished
for her sprawling residential and commercial spaces, her socially responsive
approaches to urbanism, and her line
of handmade chairs by her luxury brand
Ilé-Ilà, meaning “house of lines” in her
native Yoruba language. The brand’s
innovative Àdùnní line of chairs aims to
celebrate African Modernism. Framed
with Nigerian teak wood and upholstered with the indigenous Yoruba textile
Asò-oké, Oshinowo’s designs combine
traditional African craftsmanship with an
elegant European aesthetic. The Àdùnní
line features Gboro-gidi fabric on the front
and Onja-wú ati iho fabric on the back
and is available in seven vibrant colors.
ile-ila.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF THE MET STORE; PORTRAIT: SPARK CREATION,
CHAIR: MEDINA DUGGER; COLLECTION: TREVOR TONDRO, PORTRAIT: JOYCE PARK.

SWEET CHILD
OF MINE

Charlotte • Banner Elk • Key Largo

704-332-3731

@marytobiasmiller www.abodehomedesign.com

MARKET

NATURAL
LIGHT

WASTE NOT
WANT NOT

CHIPPED

Interior designer Mat Sanders has partnered with lighting design house Studio M to create
a line of lighting that transcends both design and functionality yet celebrates both to the
utmost. Evoking Paris brasseries, Danish modernists, and his signature casual elegance
approach to living, Sanders playfully combines modernity and tradition in each original piece.
The line includes five collections, including Chips, shown here. The thinly curved panels of
perforated metal shades hide satin white globes perched at various points along chip-like
sculptures. Airy yet substantial, each piece is inspired by pop art and sculpture, and all are
cheekily named, expressing Sanders’ lighthearted nature. The Chips collection includes largescale pendants vertically or horizontally suspended, smaller-scaled single pendants, and wall
sconces. Shade panels are available in natural aged brass and matte white but can be customized with several other options. studiomlighting
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Vienna-born lighting designer
Barbara Palatin-Doyle, founder of
Studio Palatin, is known for creating
one-of-a-kind sculptural lighting
pieces crafted by hand in limited
editions. Her pieces incorporate
materials and techniques used in
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
contemporary design, combining
art with functionality. Palatin-Doyle’s
new line of lighting, Charta Alba, is
modeled after sculptures made from
brown packing paper pulled from
recycled Amazon boxes. She used
a single piece of paper wrapped
around a vertical axis to create
each distinguished shape. Intricate
and unique folds in the paper act as
the perfect foundation for light and
shadows to play. To transform the
delicate brown paper into a solid
piece made with luxe material, Palatin-Doyle partnered with the Vienna
Porcelain Manufactory Augarten.
studiopalatin.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF MERIDA; COURTESY OF STUDIO PALATIN; COURTESY OF STUDIO M.

Rug design house Merida is
an industry leader in sustainably and naturally made rugs,
using rapidly replenishable
materials that are safe for
your home. Their new line,
Atelier, is a study in light and
its role in nature. Brightness
and shadow are depicted
with a texture-rich palette of
hand-selected natural yarns
in a combination of saturated
and muted colors. According
to Merida, the Atelier collection pays homage to visionary
artists who have explored the
conversation between nature
and expression through
painting, sculpture, and land
art. meridastudio.com

LUXURY
LIFESTYLE
BOUTIQUE
Oﬀering exclusive gifts for men and women,
antiques and interior accents for the home
Complete Design Services Available

The Shops at Morrison in Southpark
720 Governor Morrison, Suite E110
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
704.364.4004 • bdjeﬀries.com

A residential project
by Kelly Wearstler
in Austin, Texas.

PA L E T T E

BLUE
CRUSH
AN IMMERSION OF
AQUA OFFERS A
SPLASH OF
SERENITY.

�

PRODUCED BY
ASHLEY HOTHAM COX

Like a glistening ray of sunshine caught in the
still, calm, quiet beneath lucid waves, where
a seawater green glow gently muddles with
crystal-clear blue, this revitalizing hue is an
amiable blend of buoyant and balmy. The
deep sigh brought by a refreshing reprieve of
restorative balance while simultaneously an
enlivening breath, it is invigoratingly light and
airy yet harmoniously grounding. Aqua is a congenial accent, pacifyingly paired with plum, sage,
or persimmon, reposeful with dove gray,
inky navy, and alabaster, and contentedly
coupled with emboldened chartreuse or
raspberry tones.

INTERIORS: STEPHAN JULLIARD.

WRITTEN BY
CHRISTINA SPRATT SPENCER

�
3
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1. The Urban Electric Co.
Anders in Gallery Green
and Hewn Brass / $3,338 /
urbanelectric.com
2. Carlisle & Co. Terrain in Seaglass /
to the trade / carlisleco.com
3. Isla Table Runner in Ivory and
Seafoam by Kim Seybert /
$645 / kimseybert.com
4. Modern Matter Downing
Custom Knob in Antique
Brass and Amazonite / $119 /
birddecorativehardware.com
5. Patterson Flynn Garden Tabriz
Wool & Silk Rug / to the trade /
pattersonflynn.com
6. Sherwin-Williams Aquaverde
SW-9051 / Gallons Starting at
$39.99 / sherwin-williams.com
7. Meraviglia 2-Door Cabinet
by De Rosso / $6,060 /
artemest.com
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YO UR H O ME IS YO UR SAN C TUARY

Introducing a collection of paints and colors
carefully chosen to transform your home into
a haven of comfort, style and well-being.
S -W.CO M/LIVIN GWE LL
© 2022 The Sherwin-Williams Company

S POT L I G H T

Painterly
PROVOCATION
A CHARLOTTE ARTIST GIVES A GLIMPSE INTO HER CREATIVE
PROCESS, SHARING THE PASSION BEHIND HER PAINTINGS.
WRITTEN BY CATHERINE RUTH KELLY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK

LEFT: A couple of Brooke Werhane Maples’
paintings are propped beneath the bay
window in her home studio. The large
window allows for plenty of natural light in
her workspace.
RIGHT: Brooke Werhane Maples lounges
on a green velvet sofa in her living room.
Her artwork above, Untitled, is composed of
acrylic, pastel stick, and charcoal on canvas.
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The bold colors and fervent vitality of Brooke Werhane Maples’ paintings are forceful
yet gentle, exuding an underlying softness that grounds her powerful imagery.
“The human experience is what really fascinates me,” Maples says. “I attempt to
portray the narrative of someone’s energy and what they represent, which really boils
down to the conditions of the human: motherhood or sexuality or life and death.”
Maples’ paintings evoke the subconscious and tend to be almost dreamlike,
evidence of the influence of Surrealism and Neo-Expressionism in her work.
She uses oils, acrylics, pastels, as well as pencils and markers to create her art,
admitting that her process begins with chaos.
“Each composition begins very chaotically. Then I start editing and putting
things into a more relatable design,” Maples shares. “It’s like I am speaking my

1 1 5 C H E R O K E E R O A D | S H O P O N L I N E : I S A B E L L A S T Y L E . C O M | 7 0 4 . 3 7 7. 4 9 1 9

S POT L I G H T

TOP LEFT: An assortment of painting supplies at the artist’s
home studio. Maples uses a variety of paints to achieve the
desired results for her works.
RIGHT: This vivid portrait of a young man by Maples is entitled
Nothing I Know. It is composed of oil, acrylic, and pencil on
canvas.
BOTTOM: Maples at work in her home studio. She applies
finishing touches to a self-portrait, incorporating oil, acrylic,
pencil, and charcoal on canvas.

own language, and part of the joy is figuring out
how to make it understandable to others.”
Maples has taken art lessons throughout her
life and draws influence from her childhood on
a farm in the Ozark Mountains, her study of art
history, and her experience working in interior
design in New York.
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CHARLOTTE’S BEST SELECTION OF OUTDOOR LIVING PRODUCTS

11729 CAROLINA PLACE PARKWAY PINEVILLE, NC

704.541.0892

OASISOUTDOOR.COM

S POT L I G H T

LEFT: Maples employs
a variety of painting
techniques and tools.
She particularly
loves working with
oil pigment sticks
because of their
painterly texture and
ease of use.
BOTTOM LEFT: The
slower pace of life
during the pandemic
influenced Maples’
art. She shifted from
a chaotic, frenetic
approach to a more
careful, detailoriented style, which
is evidenced in this
self-portrait.
BELOW: A sampling
of Maples’ charcoal
drawings in a variety
of colors.

She combines her love of painting and interior design
through her business, Werhane Maples Art and Interiors. Her
goal is to nurture both passions while helping others find art
and interiors that move them.
“I want my work to provoke people,” Maples says.
“Selecting pretty colors is lovely and beautiful, but ideally, I
want to stir up an emotion or a nostalgia within others and
help inspire them.” u
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CUS TOM F UR NI T U R E I N FR E SH FA B R I C S,
AL L M AD E I N OUR NO RT H C A RO LINA FAC I LIT Y WI T H
UN BEATABL E L EA D T IME S A ND NO MIDDLE MA N.
COLEYHOM E.COM

DE SIGN BOARD

ARIENE
Bethea

�

�
3

4

1. Menhir Bench / $7,624 / dirkvanderkooij.com
2. Aster Vase / $395 / elysegraham.com
3. Too Many Expectations, Contemporary Surrealist
Figurative Photograph by Fares Micue, Limited
Edition / $832 / chairish.com
4. Plum Folds, Textile Sculpture by Chloe Hedden /
price upon request / chloehedden.com
5. Vintage Reimagined Sofa in a Graphic Chenille
Fabric Paired with Custom Pillows / price upon
request / dressingroomsinteriorsstudio.com
6. Cactus Floor Lamp / $24,739 / 1stdibs.com
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PORTRAIT AND INTERIORS: LAURA SUMRAK.

When it comes to interior design, Ariene Bethea’s
philosophy is the bolder, the better. The designer
and founder of Dressing Rooms Interiors Studio
gravitates toward bright colors and sweeping
patterns, and much of her interior design work
reflects that. “Right now, I’m obsessed
with all things plum, raspberry, and red,”
she says. “The more saturated, the better.
From fashion to home, these jewel tones speak to
me. I feel seduced by them, especially paired with
graphic fabrics.” Bethea seamlessly mixes vintage
pieces with newer, more modern items, layering
bold patterns with more subtle ones to create a
timeless, eclectic mix. For Bethea, a room must
have three elements to be successful: “A vintage
piece to add history, multiple sources of lighting,
and a sculpture or two to add dimension,” says
the designer, whose own home is chock-full of
color and coveted pieces she’s inherited from her
mother and grandmother over the years.

More than ever,
a house isn’t just a listing.
It’s more than that.
A house hears our prayers.
It embraces our dreams
and our secrets.
The things we wish for.

This is the difference
between real estate
and human estate.
With spring upon us and buyers abound, the best time to sell your home is now.
Call today and let’s prepare to start writing the next chapter of your life.

Nancy Ha nnon
- BROKER | REALTOR 847.999.8107 | Hannon@IvesterJackson.com | HannonCo.com

FIELD TRIP

The Art of
ASHEVILLE
A $1.5 MILLION RENOVATION BRINGS THIS
HISTORIC LUXURY BED-AND-BREAKFAST
IN THE MONTFORD AREA HISTORIC
DISTRICT BACK TO LIFE.
WRITTEN BY BLAKE MILLER
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Asheville
PROPER
One of Asheville’s newest and most notable culinary
additions is Asheville Proper, which opened in
downtown’s Grove Arcade last summer. Live fire
is the highlight here, where an array of various cuts
of meats, fish, vegetables, and other side dishes are
cooked on a custom wood-burning grill. A steakhouse, yes, but the menu goes beyond your average
ribeye and potatoes with must-have starters like the
handmade smoked malt gnocchi in a popcorn bisque
and grilled bone marrow. With so many notable
dishes on the menu, you might opt for several small
plates to create your own tasting menu. Either way,
you won’t be disappointed. ashevilleproper.com

TOP TO BOTTOM: PHOTOGRAPHY BY AARON HOGSED; COURTESY OF
ASHEVILLE PROPER; PHOTOGRAPHY BY TIM ROBINSON.

Planning a visit to
Asheville is like
planning a trip to
a large, urban city.
Hotels, inns, and bedand-breakfasts are
plentiful, so narrowing down your choice
to one accommodation can be overwhelming. But for the
art and foodie lover,
the newly renovated
Applewood Manor
cannot be missed.
Owners Stephen
and Robin Collins
have filled their circa1912 New England–
style Colonial Revival
home in the Montford
Area Historic District with an array of artwork and sculptures from
their personal collection. The couple’s contemporary art blends
seamlessly with the traditional architectural details of the home,
and the interior design of this bed-and-breakfast was inspired by
boutique hotels like Soho House.
Each of the six rooms is elegantly appointed with antiques and
modern finishes and touches, such as king-sized Duxiana beds,
antiques, and carefully curated art selections. The entire property
is a gem, so be sure to enjoy it all. Pick up a charcuterie board and a
bottle of wine from nearby South Slope Cheese Co. and enjoy them
on the back patio before heading to dinner. The next day, savor
a gourmet breakfast made by Robin Collins, whose exceptional
baking skills are on display with freshly baked artisan breads served
at every meal. applewoodmanor.com

Crafted with hue in mind. That’s

©2022 Elkay Manufacturing coMpany

The Quartz Luxe® Sink
Now in Mint Creme; one of 17 colors in 50 styles—
the largest quartz color offering on the market.
Elkay.com/quartz

DESIGN CENTER / COTSWOLD MARKETPLACE

THE LOOK OF SERENE STYLE
COLOR
PALET TE
TWO TIER
GLASS
TABLE

CELEDON
LAMP

HORN
DECOR

LAYER
YOUR
TEXTILES

DESIGN TIP: FOR A SERENE STYLE MIX

SOOTHING COLORS & PLUSH UPHOLSTERY
WITH SOFT TEXTILES & LIGHTING

ABSTR ACT
Janine Medlin
NC Artist

PLAID WOOL
THROW

KEY DESIGN ELEMENTS
TEXTILES: THIBAUT “MOOREA” IN CREAM & TEAL DESIGNER PILLOWS | Judy Brown Designs
LIGHTING: THE “PISA” LAMP IN CELADON | Light Up by Barbara Paulk
RUG: CREAM SPECKLED HIDE & FIBREWORKS RUG | Antique & FIne Rugs by Tom Dwyer

HOME DECOR

UPHOLSTERY

ARTWORK

WALLPAPER

LIGHTING

GIFTS

THE STORY

of a

LIVING
ROOM

200 N. SHARON AMITY

|

CHARLOTTE, NC

|

COTSWOLDMARKETPLACE.COM

704.365.3331

DESIGN

INTERIOR DESIGN

|

•

TRADE

FURNITURE GALLERY

PARK ROAD SHOPPING CENTER 4247 PARK ROAD #295 CHARLOTTE, NC 28209
704.335.1220 @HIGHCOTTONCLT WWW.HIGHCOTTONHOMECOMPANY.COM

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIE WILLIAMS.

INTERIORS

Interior designer Teri Thomas divided the family
room into two distinct seating areas—one for
reading by the fireplace and the other for casual
lounging and television watching. The custom sofa
was designed by Teri Thomas Interiors, made by
Charles Stewart Company, and swathed in a soft
Donghia chenille. Custom designed by Thomas,
the fireplace surround features metal fabricated
by Ironworks, Inc. and marble sourced from AGM
Imports. The artwork is by artist Brenda Rehrig,
purchased from Hidell Brooks Gallery.
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MODERN
MIX

DESIGNER TERI
THOMAS STYLES
HER CLOSE
FRIENDS' HOME
WITH VINTAGE,
ANTIQUE, AND
ECLECTIC
ARTWORK AND
FURNITURE.

TEXT BY
BLAKE MILLER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
BRIE WILLIAMS

Thomas paired the vintage Edward Wormley
for Dunbar marble-and-wood octagonal coffee
table from Darnell & Company with a pair of
low-lying swivel chairs by Dmitriy & Co. Both are
covered in a Romo fabric. The drapery fabric is
by Holland & Sherry, and the artwork is vintage.
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LEFT: Every
available
wall displays
the Darnells'
impressive
collection of
vintage art. In the
upstairs hallway
hangs a large
black-and-white
piece by New
Orleans artists
Tony & Tracey
Mose from Darnell
& Company. An
antique African
chair sits alongside
a vintage pot.

S

STUART AND KRISTIN DARNELL KNOW THE SOUTH’S
design world inside and out. Their to-the-trade showroom,
Darnell & Company, is a mecca for vintage finds and
artwork, a space chock-full of carefully curated furniture,
art, accessories, and more from around the world. As such,
the Darnells have access to the best in interior design. So, in
2019, when it was time for the couple to choose an interior
designer for their new townhome, one would think they
would be overwhelmed at the thought of whom to pick.
“Ironically, though, it was an easy choice,” Stuart Darnell

laughs. Designer Teri Thomas was at the top of the list.
“I’ve known Teri for more than forty years. We wanted
someone that had a similar aesthetic, and Teri is such a
good designer. Her aesthetic aligns with ours. We had a lot
of antiques and artwork, and we knew Teri could marry all
of that together.”
For Thomas, the project was an exceptional opportunity
to work with the collection of antiques, vintage pieces, and
artwork the couple had amassed over the years. “To be able
to work with the types of things they’ve collected and their
HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 47

The living room was designed to primarily highlight
the large vintage painting from Darnell & Company, so
Thomas added pieces like the sofa, which was purchased
in Paris and is covered in an earth-tone Ed Tuttle for Jim
Thompson fabric. Piano players, the Darnells purchased
the Art Deco–period piano to reside in this room. A
custom round wool shag rug sits underneath.
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“THEY WANTED IT TO
BE FABULOUS, SO I
BROUGHT THE BEST I
COULD BRING.”
—TERI THOMAS

curated sense of style, it was an honor for them to
have asked me to help them,” she says. “I do think
that we have a simpatico sense of style. I certainly
do all types of interior design work, but what I like
personally and what they like are very similar.”
Having downsized from their home of
twenty-four years, the Darnells had to pare down
and decide which pieces would fill their new home.
Thomas was tasked with editing the furniture,
artwork, and accessories, a job she was delighted to
have considering what she was pulling from. “They
allowed me, which was so fun, to pick and choose,
keeping in mind we wanted to use the very best
they had, which was not hard to do,” Thomas says.
“That’s why this was such a wonderful collaboration. Every single thing they had to work with was
unique and individual. It felt like the right thing
sort of stands up and raises its hand, and you know
it had to be in their home.” Such was the case with
the large vintage painting Thomas added to the
piano room. “They showed me that piece in their
showroom, and I was like, ‘OK, we’re done. It’s
going in,’” the designer laughs.
HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 49

50

HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM

The painting informed the earth-tone color palette for the
intimate space, where the Darnells play and listen to the piano
and entertain friends. “That painting is the first thing you see
when you walk in the door of the home,” Thomas says. “It
completely drove the color palette, the style of furnishings,
the accessories; it drove the whole room’s design. Sometimes
things just say, ‘Here’s where I need to be,’ and everything
feeds off it.” While a traditional furniture layout would be the
obvious choice for the small, rectangular room, Thomas opted
for a nontraditional, off-center floor plan, which encourages
conversation and feels less fixed and more fluid.

ABOVE: The kitchen originally had no island, so Thomas added the black
quartzite waterfall counter and coupled it with lacquered gray cabinetry by Bill
Truitt Wood Works. The glass-and-iron light fixture is by Hammerton.
OPPOSITE: The vintage artwork, coupled with the Jim Thompson wallcovering
on the ceiling, sets a moody tone in the dining room. Thomas outfitted the
space with a custom concrete-topped dining table made by Reaching Quiet
with bases from Julian Chichester. The lighting is by Ochre, the rug is by Stark,
and the dining chairs are by Cliff Young.
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The rest of the home is designed much like an art gallery,
with walls showcasing the Darnells’ vintage artwork and
sculptures. Thomas’ knack for seamlessly coupling old
with new is on display throughout, as well, with traditional
European antiques beside modern artwork and vintage rugs
infusing a pop of color in otherwise neutral rooms. “My job,
as
Tk. I saw it, was to fill in with rugs and furniture and upholstery and all the things that pull the whole cohesive look
together,” the designer says. Despite their eye for design,
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the couple knew that they needed Thomas to help bring
their vision of an eclectic mix of old and new, traditional
and modern, to fruition. “Teri had the ability to see through
all that we loved—the artwork, antiques, midcentury pieces,
fabrics, wonderful furniture—and create this design that
Kristin and I just love,” Darnell says.
Though completed, the home is still a work in progress,
as the Darnells continue to collect and their style evolves.
“We travel a lot, so we acquire a lot of things that we love,”

Darnell says. “We’ll find a new piece and call Teri up and
ask her where to put it in our house, still. At the end of
the day, the finished project feels and looks like us, but it
was Teri, too.” For Thomas, the project was a unique opportunity to work with close friends. “They wanted it to
be fabulous, so I brought the best I could bring,” she says.
“I didn’t want to let them down. I wanted them to look at
their home and love everything they see in it. And I think
we really captured that.” u

LEFT: Thomas enlisted the help of Bill Truitt Wood Works to fabricate the
custom cabinetry in the primary bathroom. In keeping with the modern,
streamlined aesthetic, Thomas added Carrara marble throughout and
accented with sconces by The Urban Electric Co. All plumbing fixtures are
from The Majestic Bath.
RIGHT: Thomas wanted to take advantage of the height of the primary
bedroom, so she included the four-poster iron bed by Baker. The artwork
needed to remain the focus, so she left the furniture and accessories
more neutral, adding antique chests from France and Italy from Darnell &
Company, the rug from Stark, and the custom chaise swathed in a Mokum
fabric from Charles Stewart Company. The draperies are by Jim Thompson,
and the bed linens are from Isabella.
HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 53

URBAN
NIRVANA
AFTER DECADES IN THEIR TRADITIONAL
EASTOVER HOME, ONE COUPLE
PURCHASES AN UPTOWN CONDO IDEAL
FOR SHOWCASING THEIR IMPRESSIVE
ART COLLECTION.

TEXT BY
BLAKE MILLER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
BRIE WILLIAMS
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In the living room, the
Belgian high-lacquer coffee
table inlaid with engraved
brass and agate, along
with the branch-like brass
and hand-blown glass
chandelier, add the perfect
balance to the homeowners’
existing antiques. The
artwork above the fireplace
is by Russ Warren.

The large painting of three brothers
by Chinese artist Chen Yifei was the
perfect piece for the dramatic dining
room. The room features a dining table
with a patina bronze table base with
hand-polished gold interior designed
by Jiun Ho with dining chairs by Jessica
Charles. The pendant light, by Aqua
Creations, was made from crushed silk
on a metal frame.
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CLAY AND DEIDRE GRUBB KNEW
it was time. The couple had lived in
their 6,000-square-foot Georgian home
in Eastover for fifteen years with their
two children, who were now grown. The
Grubbs wanted to move full-time to
their lake home in Salisbury, but they
also wanted a home base in Charlotte
where they could stay connected with
their close friends, their work, and
activities they’d come to love in the
Queen City. “Clay had always said he
wanted to live Uptown in a condo,”
Deidre Grubb says. “And so it seemed as
good a time as any to make that move.”
The Grubbs landed on a spacious
3,000-square-foot condo in the Trust
building on Tryon Street in the heart
of Uptown. The condo, which was
previously owned by singer Chris
Daughtry, had everything the Grubbs
were looking for in an urban home base:
an array of entertaining areas, beautiful
city views, and, most importantly,
plenty of wall space to accommodate
the couple’s growing art collection.
“That really was the number one
priority for us when we bought the
home,” explains Grubb of the wall
space. “We started collecting art on our
honeymoon,” she shares. “And over the
years, our tastes have shifted, but we’ve
continued collecting.” Though half
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the size of their Eastover home, the Trust condo ironically
boasted more room to display their art collection. It was,
however, going to be a challenge to figure out how to curate
the right coupling of paintings and sculptures to create the
elevated aesthetic they wanted in their new home.
Without hesitation, Grubb reached out to her longtime
friend and designer Aida Saul to help with the interior design.
“The objective from day one was to display their art properly,”
says Saul of the collection, which ranges from contemporary
paintings to large sculptures and abstract installations.
Aesthetically, the condo needed minor updates—a fresh
coat of paint, an Ipe wood overlay on the outdoor patio, a
wallpaper addition here and there, and an updated powder
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room. “Their Eastover home was a little more traditional,
well-appointed with a lot of antiques, but their artwork was
their signature look; it’s their voice,” Saul explains. “They
wanted to go a bit more modern with this space, but I also
wanted to incorporate a little fun and whimsy. My objective
was not to get rid of all of their antiques. I like history and
love to see old things mixed with new and how that creates
beautiful contrast and tension between elements. It speaks
to how you collect and evolve—you don’t erase your history.”
Unlike their previous home, where the artwork was secondary
to the interior design, the art would be the driving force for
all interior design decisions, influencing everything from the
fabrics and wallcoverings to the furniture and lighting.

LEFT: To seamlessly connect the outdoor living with the indoor, Saul
replaced the existing tile flooring on the terrace with Ipe wood floors,
stained the color of the living room floors, unifying the two spaces.
The black-base Saarinen tulip stool in red vinyl is from Design Within
Reach, and the sofa is from Summer Classics.
TOP: After a renovation by Andrew Roby, the powder room was
given a colorful makeover with a whimsical comic-strip wallcovering
by artist Greg Gossel. The custom-designed vanity by Saul and the
pendant by Kelly Wearstler complement the bold walls.
BOTTOM: The foyer’s main purpose is to announce to visitors the
homeowners’ love of art. A heart-shaped brass wall sconce from
1stDibs creates ambient lighting while also serving as artwork. The
painting is by Os Gemeos.
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For Saul, choosing pieces that spoke to and complemented each other when placed
together in one space was a delicate dance. “They have X number of pieces, and trying to find
the right location for everything was definitely a challenge,” Saul says. “We had to make sure
they were comfortable with those pieces in the specific locations but also take into account
how the artwork interacts with other pieces in that space.”
Much of the tweaking also meant layering antique and vintage pieces to enhance the art
and produce the elevated, urban aesthetic that the Grubbs were looking for. “The dining
room is a perfect example of this approach,” says Saul of the two large paintings by noted
Chinese artist Chen Yifei, which informed the colors and the mood of the room. Saul added
the Art Deco buffet and a cast bronze dining table to continue with the theme of mixing
antiques and gallery furnishings.
The owner’s suite also exemplifies combining old with new. The gray Lucy Cope crystal lamps
atop antique Louis XVI French nightstands, paired with the large Maud Gatewood painting in
tones of red and rose and dominant hues of green and blue, make the space feel instantly elegant.
“We wanted the room to feel warm and luxurious with the use of elevated materials, so I chose a
metallic embroidered fabric wallpaper by Pierre Frey in a blush tone to complement the color of
the bed and also because everyone looks great in this color,” she laughs.
Interestingly, nearly every piece of art that was in their former home seamlessly
transitioned to their condo despite the downsizing in square footage. “In our last house, we
had one painting per room, and it was beautiful,” Grubb says. “But here, we have multiple

ABOVE: The foyer features a
whimsical sculptural robot from
Prada. “I was on the showroom floor
at the SoHo location and saw this
robot and just had to have it,” the
homeowner says. The Biedermeier
settee was updated and recovered in
Fortuny fabric.
OPPOSITE: The breakfast nook
originally had a custom banquette,
which Saul removed and replaced
with a midcentury-modern
expandable teak table with brass
leg banding from 1stDibs. “It was
important to have the flexibility
of seating a large group for casual
dinners but still feel intimate
enough for two,” she explains.
The solid mahogany Art Deco
armchairs, designed by Gaston
Poisson and covered in sheepskin,
are ideal for lingering.
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The primary bedroom’s custom forest-green velvet
bed was the inspiration for the room’s design. The
wallcovering is a metallic embroidered fabric by Pierre
Frey. A Missoni fabric lumbar pillow sits atop the bed,
flanked by antique Louis XVI French nightstands.
OPPOSITE: The primary bedroom features an array of
antiques, artwork, and modern pieces like the leather
Barcelona chair from Design Within Reach. The terra-cotta
figurines on the adjacent table are from the Tang Dynasty.
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“I LIKE HISTORY
AND LOVE TO
SEE OLD THINGS
MIXED WITH NEW
AND HOW THAT
CREATES BEAUTIFUL
CONTRAST AND
TENSION BETWEEN
ELEMENTS.”
—AIDA SAUL

pieces in one space, and it just
works so beautifully together.
I love having it all together
because it feels more like an
art gallery. I’ll have friends
who had been to our Eastover
home dozens of times ask me
where we got a new painting,
and I’ll tell them we’ve always
had it. By simply changing the
setting and coupling it with
other pieces, the art takes on a
new life.”
With its city setting and
gallery-like feel, the condo
remains one of the couple’s
favorite places to come home
to. While they spend quite a
bit of time at their lake home
and in Venice, California,
where one of their daughters
now lives, they still love to
come back to their Uptown loft
and host friends and family
for cocktails and candlelit
dinners with the Queen City
skyline as the backdrop. “It’s
really a special home for us,”
Grubb says. “And our art
collection is really what makes
it so special.” u
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GALLERY OWNER KATHARINE
HIDELL THOMAS CREATES A HOME
THAT PERFECTLY BALANCES THE
SOPHISTICATION YOU’D EXPECT
WITH THE WARMTH OF LAYERS OF
A LIFE WELL-CHERISHED.
TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK

Inherited furniture from her grandparents,
designed by famed architect Frank Lloyd
Wright for Heritage, makes the living room an
extra special place for Thomas. Shortly after
the renovation, Thomas enlisted friend and
designer Holly Phillips from The English Room
to help pull the space together. A colorful Herb
Jackson piece hangs over the sofa.

A soft sculpture by Stephanie Patton warms the
room with a sweet sentiment and takes center
stage above the fireplace. A hide ottoman from
Darnell & Company finds the perfect spot in front
of the curved sofa designed by Frank Lloyd Wright
for Heritage. An abstract by Page Davis hangs
just above. OPPOSITE: Katharine Hidell Thomas,
co-owner of Hidell Brooks Gallery, sits beneath a
piece by Herb Jackson.
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ONE COULD SAY THAT KATHARINE HIDELL THOMAS,
part-owner of Hidell Brooks Gallery, was a child of art and
architecture. Growing up in a modern home on Museum
Drive in Charlotte, Thomas’ mother regaled her with stories of her grandparents’ home in Grover. A modern marvel
for the small town, the home was built in the style of Frank
Llyod Wright, and people drove from miles away to see the
5,000-square-foot ranch with views of the lake spanning
the front of the home through the back. Midcentury lines

and expansive windows framed Thomas’ mind for what
makes a home beautiful.
“It was not of its time,” Thomas says of her grandparents’
home, as she speaks about what drew her to her own. “I
have always been drawn to light and openness. When I first
stepped into my home in the late ’90s, it had abundant
windows, an expansive yard, and hallways spanning the home;
I knew this house was meant for me.” Built by architect
Arthur Gould Odell Jr. in 1951, the red brick ranch had
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low ceilings but an open floor plan and large windows that
marked the beauty for which Thomas had been looking.
Almost ten years later, married and with two children,
Thomas hired high school friend Matt Benson of Meyer
Greeson Paullin Benson to reimagine the layout of the home.
“We both saw the benefits of creating a minimal and quiet
background for the objects Katharine would display,” explains
Benson of the renovation. “By focusing on natural light and
clean detailing, the house became a framework for displaying
art. It started with Katharine’s grandparents’ sofa and chairs
by Frank Lloyd Wright. Modern and subtly textured with
geometric designs, they themselves are art pieces. With these
furnishings and incredible art, the architecture needed to fade
into the background.”
The renovation focused on one of the highlights of the
original house, which was the sprawling view of the backyard.
“I wanted to expand that element to bring light into the center
of the house and reinforce that area as the heart of the home,”
Benson says. The team worked around that room, adding new

LEFT: An Emma Childs piece hangs at the end of the hallway, with a vintage
Turkish rug from Amber Interiors leading the way. A gallery wall on the right
features art from various artists, including Sally King Benedict and Jean Alexander
Frater. A piece by Scott Upton hangs alone on the left.
RIGHT: Personality abounds as soon as you enter Thomas’ home, with original
walnut parquet floors in the entry paired with a vintage bench designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright for Heritage. The cushion on top is covered in Rebecca Atwood
fabric, and a custom rug designed by Selena Beaudry for Christopher Farr sits
underfoot, signaling an art-filled home ahead. Circular art by Brenda Rehrig hangs
above the bench.
OPPOSITE: In the dining room, Thomas wanted to preserve the geometric
parquet floors original to the home. The dining table and sideboard are by British
designer T.H. Robsjohn-Gibbings for Widdicomb. Vintage chairs by Marcel Breuer
and Herman Miller surround the table, and art by Ben Grasso takes an unexpected
place in the window. A Todd Murphy piece hangs center stage in the room
while lamps by Kelly Wearstler grace the sideboard. Hanging above the table is a
midcentury-style chandelier from Darnell & Company.
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A blue velvet sofa with contrasting
piping designed by Barrie Benson for
Highland House sets a moody vibe in
the family room. Chairs by vanCollier
covered in Clarence House fabric sit
opposite, and a blue vase by Virginia
Scotchie graces the hearth. Abstract art
by Kate Long Stevenson hangs above.
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“ART HAS ALWAYS
BEEN, FOR ME, LIKE
A GOOD BOOK.
IT DRAWS YOU IN
AND THEN SINKS
ITS TEETH IN YOU.”
—KATHARINE
HIDELL THOMAS
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spaces that created a better sense of connection and replacing
the half-height windows with floor-to-ceiling windows in an
effort to bring the outside in.
“The renovation was designed to create optimal
wall space to hold art that I began collecting from art
professors in college,” Thomas says. “Art has always been,
for me, like a good book. It draws you in and then sinks its
teeth in you. But art and architecture go hand in hand—
one enhances the other and takes design to the next level.”
Much like her appreciation for an array of artists and
styles, Thomas pulled her home together with the help of
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different designers, each of whom brought a unique style
to her interiors. Immediately following the renovation,
Thomas enlisted longtime friend and designer Holly
Hollingsworth Phillips of The English Room to define the
new spaces and apply the art and heirloom pieces that she
had collected over the years. When she began gathering
artwork with Barrie Benson for her line in the Highland
House showroom, Thomas asked the designer to help
refine her family room. And when the time came to install
an “art lounge” and update her bedroom, Charlotte Lucas
picked up the baton.

“I am big on mixing styles, especially with art,” Thomas
admits. “Good design comes from bringing together furniture,
art, and personal items that have meaning. I have a reverence
for the design and craftsmanship of everything in my home.”
Thomas credits her mother as one of her biggest
influences in life. “My mom was a traveler when it wasn’t in
vogue to travel,” she recalls. “My parents took us everywhere
growing up. I still remember the gawking looks I got in
seventh grade when I told my teachers and friends that I was
spending spring break in Egypt.” She continues, saying that
her mother brought her and her siblings to every museum

LEFT: Thomas tasked friend and designer Charlotte Lucas to transform the
girls' old playroom into a funky, moody art lounge painted in Benjamin Moore
West Coast. A vintage blue sofa is paired with vintage lemon-yellow chairs. An
abstract sculpture by Conny Goelz Schmitt sits just under the sconce, while
art by Selena Beaudry hangs above the sofa. A Mick Jagger piece by Charlie
Hanavich adds a cool vibe, and coffee tables from Schoolhouse maintain the
vintage feel.
RIGHT: Soaring windows and a gallery wall of art by artists Rana Rochat
and Helen Robinson, among others, make breakfast time interesting and
relaxing at once. The tulip table and chairs were designed by Finnish architect
Eero Saarinen and purchased from Design Within Reach. A Jonathan Adler
chandelier hangs above. Barstools designed by Harry Bertoia, also purchased
from Design Within Reach, add a pop of chartreuse to the room.
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BELOW: A bed and bench from Room & Board anchor the owner’s suite. The subtle
feminine wallpaper by Aux Abris features birds in flight around the room. Portraits
of her children, painted by Sarah Helser, offer a sentimental touch, and pink vintage
bedside tables inherited from Thomas’ great aunt are from American of Martinsville.
The bedspread was custom-made by Charlotte Lucas Interiors.

OPPOSITE: In the owner’s suite, designer Charlotte Lucas created a
sophisticated sitting area with soft seating by Charles Stewart Company. A rose
gold cocktail table by Kate Modern was purchased from Chairish, and a tall floor
lamp by Ralph Lauren Home stands in the corner. A piece by Sarah Helser hangs
over the love seat.

she could find, large and small. “She always brought back
items from her travels and put them in our home. She had
amazing taste, and a home should tell a story of your life.
That is the lesson I learned from my mother.”
Having lived in her home for well over a decade, Thomas
says her life can be seen in the layers that have formed
over time through acquiring art, books, found objects, rugs,
and plants. “All the personal items have meaning, from my
grandfather’s antique paperweights to the olive shells and
sand dollars collected over family trips to the coast and
displayed in treasured silver bowls. My friend and business

partner and I even collect the catalogs from every museum
or gallery we visit.”
Every piece of art that Thomas has brought home marks a
certain time in her life and tells a specific story, so asking her to
name a favorite, she says, is akin to asking her to choose a favorite
child. But she can define the room she gravitates to the most.
“The living room is the center of our home and the first thing
you see when you come in; it’s full of beloved furniture passed
down to me from my grandparents and designed by Frank Lloyd
Wright in 1955. Sitting in this room brings back memories, and I
can feel the love of my family, past and present.” u
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A MODEL
of LUXURY
WITH AN EXPANSIVE ARRAY OF FURNITURE OPTIONS AND
FABRICS, COLEY HOME DEBUTS ITS 2022 COLLECTION.

When Coley Home launched its riveting 2022 collection in
January, it marked the culmination of several years of hard work
and a lifetime love of custom furniture design.
Growing up as the granddaughter of the proprietors of a
well-known Conover-based furniture company, Coley Collett
Hull seemed destined to follow in her family’s footsteps as she
graduated from NC State with a textiles degree and headed off to
New York City to pursue a career in textile design. In a new city
where fashion trends and leasing opportunities move at lightning
speed, Hull discovered an unmet niche in the furniture industry—
high-quality, custom furniture with fast turnaround times and
convenient delivery. She applied the “mattress-in-a-box” concept
she saw in endless subway ads to a dense, foam headboard, and in
2019, the idea for the Crown Bed was born.
“Your bedroom should be a personal sanctuary, comfortable and
luxurious,” Hull says. “Our signature patent-pending Crown Bed
is a made-to-order, quick-ship, and easy-to-assemble bed featuring
beautiful fabrics and design options for a wide variety of tastes.”
The 2022 collection, which debuted at the Atlanta Market,
features several new furniture options, including ten new chairs,
three sofas, and one daybed. Thirty-five new fabrics feature four
lines in several happy colorways and six lines of solids. For those
interested in adding a bit of texture to their custom design, the
collection showcases a variety of linens, wool blends, durable
performance fabrics, a boucle, and a fabulous faux shearling.
“Fabric-wise, we try to have a little something for everyone in
our new collections, from timeless neutrals to fun prints in happy
colors for our customers to mix and match,” Hull says. “And also
in this collection, we’ve taken some all-time favorite furniture
pieces and given them a fresh update.”
In furniture, the Laney is Coley Home’s spin on the classic
slipper chair with more modern lines, and the Mia is a modern
chair with lovely curved lines. The Milla barrel chair is expected to
be a popular choice, especially with its swivel base. The collection
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY THE BEAUTIFUL MESS PHOTOGRAPHY.

WRITTEN BY BRANDY WOODS SNOW

“WE TRY TO HAVE A LITTLE
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE IN
OUR NEW COLLECTIONS, FROM
TIMELESS NEUTRALS TO FUN
PRINTS IN HAPPY COLORS.”

TOP LEFT AND TOP RIGHT: THE BEAUTIFUL MESS PHOTOGRAPHY; BOTTOM: SALT PAPER STUDIO.

—COLEY COLLETT HULL

expands on Coley Home’s specially curated offerings in beds,
bedding, custom pillows, and an ensemble of made-to-order
chairs, benches, and ottomans.
The recently opened manufacturing facility in Claremont
solidifies the company’s commitment to quality craftsmanship and expedited turnaround times. “We are now truly
direct-to-consumer with all of our pieces manufactured in
our local facility and shipped directly to the customer without
delay. And unlike most manufacturers, we keep a heavy
stock of our frames and fabrics so that orders can be started
immediately,” Hull says. “We are proud to be American-made
and humbled to create a place where the incredible skills of
our local artisans can shine in our final product. This model
allows us to offer luxury products at competitive price points,
minimize our environmental footprint, and ensure our customers’ experiences are positive and rewarding.” u
For more information, contact COLEY HOME
at 980-237-9861 or visit COLEYHOME.COM.
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With thousands of design and finish
combinations to choose from, KOHLER
has a faucet to fit your individual style.

®

621 South Sharon Amity Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
704-366-9099
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INTERIOR DESIGN | SPACE PLANNING | FURNISHING
for Custom Builds and Renovations

Visit our SouthPark showroom to meet our team of designers and experience the finest in kitchen and
bath selections, including custom cabinetry, appliances, countertops, plumbing fixtures and more.
EmeraldOakDesign.com | 4310 Sharon Rd. U01 Charlotte, NC 28211
miriam@emeraldoakdesign.com | 704.733.9141

DESIGN
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STRONGER
Together
THE DESIGNERS MARKETPLACE FOSTERS A COLLABORATIVE
AND INNOVATIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR DESIGNERS.
WRITTEN BY BRANDY WOODS SNOW

ideas and a few laughs, and gain full access to a host of tools
and resources to create beautiful spaces.
“When working on our own designs, we often used each
other as a sounding board and went to High Point Market
together, always joking that ‘one day, we’ll open something of
our own,’” Holman says. Five years ago, that “one day” came to
fruition with the birth of The Designers Marketplace.
Tucked away in Fort Mill, South Carolina, Kreshon and
Holman’s hidden gem now boasts more than fifty lines of

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LITTLE NEST PORTRAITS.

When interior designers Karol Ann Kreshon and Tracy
Holman first met, their connection was immediate. Holman,
a transplant from Connecticut who started her career as a
clothing designer in New York City, linked up with Kreshon,
a Charlotte native who had a varied background in entrepreneurial endeavors with retail furniture stores.
Their friendship bloomed over a mutual love of design and
the collaborative design process, culminating in a common
dream: to create a place where designers could meet, share
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“WE PRIDE OURSELVES
ON BEING A FULL-SERVICE
RESOURCE FOR OUR CLIENTS.”
—KAROL ANN KRESHON

furniture, fabrics, window treatments, lighting, rugs, decor,
and more in a 12,000-square-foot facility. A newly opened
retail space inside the facility offers both designers and the
public a high-end “to-go” option with easy selection and
immediate availability.
The Designers Marketplace is more than just a connector
for designers to the manufacturers; it is a full-service conduit
to the final design, streamlining the often difficult and
time-consuming task of sourcing. “Through our commitment
to the manufacturers we show on our floor, we help our
designers access wholesale pricing without any minimums and
then handle the comprehensive ordering process from start to
finish. We pride ourselves on being a full-service resource for
our clients,” Kreshon says.
Holman adds, “We handle it all—receiving, inspection,
white-glove delivery. With more freedom and less burden in
the process, we give our designers a significant advantage over
their competition with the ability to focus on the creative design
rather than logistics and mundane details.”

Adding value to designers is the name of the game for The
Designers Marketplace. Designers can utilize the showroom as
a creative and collaborative space in which to meet with other
designers to brainstorm ideas or even bring in their clients for an
interactive presentation. They have also worked hard to stay ahead
of recent supply chain issues in the industry, procuring a box truck
to shave time and uncertainty from product delivery and monitoring timelines and availability of products to better assist designers in
making informed decisions about selections for their designs.
The Designers Marketplace also strives to add value by staying
abreast of the newest trends. They recently added an outdoor
furniture line in response to the exploding pandemic-driven
demand. And on a recent trip to High Point Market, they zeroed in
on one of spring’s biggest trends in fabrics: texture.
“The Designers Marketplace was founded on the idea of
creating a collaborative experience to help designers not feel
alone in the process,” Kreshon says. “It goes back to one thing
I’ve always said: There’s plenty of business to go around, and
we’re all stronger together.” u

For more information about THE DESIGNERS MARKETPLACE,
call 803-681-5100 or visit THEDESIGNERSMARKETPLACE.COM.
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DESIGN + CRAFTSMANSHIP

STONEMANROCKS.COM
LICENSED GC IN SC & NC

704-616-7948

CUSTOM CABINETS | APPLIANCES | PLUMBING | TILE
SUB-ZERO - WOLF - COVE | THERMADOR | BOSCH
BLUE STAR | MIELE | LACORNUE | FULGOR
704.926.6000 | DCIHOMERESOURCE.COM | 1300 SOUTH BOULEVARD - SUITE C, CHARLOTTE, NC 28203 | MON-FRI 9AM-6PM, SAT 10AM-4PM
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A HIGHER
AESTHETIC
VICEROY CREATIVE’S LUXURIOUS BESPOKE
DESIGN SHOWCASES TRUE WORKS OF ART.

One of a kind. Unique. Customized not to one aspect but in
every aspect.
When homeowners want that wow factor, that statement
maker, that conversation starter in their home, they need to
look no further than bespoke design.
“Customized and made-to-order are taking an existing piece
and tweaking it to your taste. Bespoke design requires creating
and producing furniture and decor that doesn’t currently
exist,” says Gabrielle Rein, co-founder and chief creative officer
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of Viceroy Creative. “Most all high-luxury items are bespoke.
They are one of a kind and therefore more expensive to create.
Time and effort result in flawless execution, and true luxury
requires flawlessness.”
From famed fashion designers to international hotel brands
to NASA, Rein has worked for more than a decade on many
global, luxury-brand projects. She also specializes in creating
bespoke elements and comprehensive designs for clients
desiring the apex of luxury in their homes. For each project,

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MEGAN EASTERDAY.

WRITTEN BY BRANDY WOODS SNOW

she dedicates herself to achieving the highest standards of
form and function within the client’s space.
Rein has completed commissioned work in custom
furniture, bedding, linens, window treatments, decorative
objects, lighting, and art. She has also designed a fully custom
room down to the very last detail (outside of technology).
In addition, she recently designed top-level suites at Four
Seasons Hotel New York Downtown and Four Seasons Hotel
George V, Paris, where both projects required custom builds
and furniture.
“My mentor, Mr. Philippe Starck, taught me if an object
or piece does not serve a purpose, then you don’t need it. I
want to achieve a level of purity in design and help clients
see beyond their own vision, moving toward a higher level
of aesthetic,” Rein states.
After an initial tour, Rein requests blueprints, if available,
to discern room dimensions, then works with the client to
determine style and tone for the project and budget. She then
recommends elements to craft the space, which may include
soft renovations. The design process includes sourcing and
final execution. “My process is collaborative. I must understand the basic need and reasoning behind the project,” Rein
says. “A design is only as good as its execution and finer details.
Without perfection in the details, you cannot achieve the goal.”

“A DESIGN IS ONLY AS
GOOD AS ITS EXECUTION
AND FINER DETAILS.”
—GABRIELLE REIN
According to Rein, another important facet of bespoke
design is the focus on art, and many clients like to commission
custom works of art for their projects. A fine artist for more
than a decade, her style is inspired by Jackson Pollock, and
her work always includes mixed media. “I paint and design
sculptures and lighting. My work has been shown in the San
Francisco Museum of Modern Art and various galleries from
New York to Miami.”
Bespoke pieces offer more than luxury—they embrace a
story, a creation, an experience to last from one generation to
the next. “My custom pieces at home are those of longevity,
moving with me from place to place and lasting ten times
longer than store-bought pieces when created with care. They
are truly pieces of art.” u

For more information about VICEROY CREATIVE,
call 212-217-9664 or visit VICEROYCREATIVE.COM.
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FIBRE & DRY GOODS
At300Nelson is a textile design firm, based out of St. Augustine, FL. We believe in a life filled with creative
expression, connection, and mindfulness. We have a responsibility to this place that we call home. Reducing our carbon
footprint, sourcing ethically, and giving back to organizations and initiatives who dedicate themselves to further
sustainability are a few requisites that guide us through how we do, what we do.

WANT TO START A PROJECT? We would love to collaborate!
904-422-4351 | hello@at300nelson.com | at300nelson.com

Simply the Best...
Sophisticated, fashionable yet comfortable interiors with YOU in mind
• Modern and Transitional designs for your home or office
• Fabrics, custom upholstered furniture, custom drapery and window shades, lighting, rugs, bed linens,
case goods, original artwork, reupholstery, pillows and accessories • No design fees with purchase
• Free local delivery • Day and evening appointments available

Thank you for 25 years in business!

2502 Dunavant Street, South End, Charlotte, NC 28203

704-332-5454 | crazyjanesinc.com

CONTRIBUTOR | ROOM SERVICE
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A TOUCH OF NAVY
BY BETH CONANT-KEIM

NEW BUILDS CAN BE BOTH EXCITING
AND DAUNTING.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MEKENZIE LOLI.

One role of a designer is to help take away the stress of selecting
materials. Having a game plan for the overall look will drive some
of these selections and limit the many choices a client must make.
For this project, we created a look for each space and then
met our clients with their builder to choose the best countertops,
cabinet colors, fixtures, and paint colors, making the selection
meeting quicker and less overwhelming.

With this couple downsizing and changing up their style, we
were lucky to have a bit of a blank slate. They chose a color palette
of neutrals with a touch of navy, and our job was to decide just
where to include that pop of color.
My favorite place for a bit of drama is a powder room. Because
it’s often seen and used by many, it’s a space where we can be adventurous. The unique fixtures, mirrors, and wallcovering give this
powder room the wow factor it deserves.
An open concept home, the living area opens directly into the
kitchen and dining room. While we used similar colors, we varied
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“FROM THE MOMENT GUESTS ENTER
THE FRONT DOOR, THEIR EYES WANDER
EASILY FROM ROOM TO ROOM.”
their shades and textures throughout. The kitchen combined classic white
upper cabinets with stained lower cabinets and a stained island. Different
styles of warm brass hardware and lighting complement the nearby dining and
living room. We selected the two countertops in contrasting black and white,
one a dark quartzite and the other a white “high-use” quartz. But it was the
amazing backsplash I sourced through Palmetto Tile in Charlotte that brought
the look together.
Just to the left and open to the kitchen, the dining space contains similar
colors but is styled with a punch. A Stark rug pulls the colors from the powder
room in a very dramatic way, while the furniture pieces create a calming effect.
When I design a home, lighting is one of my favorite elements, and when
working with a builder, I often ask to source all of the lighting, taking it off
their hands. The fixtures in this home are unparalleled in their beauty and add
an element of surprise.
From the moment guests enter the front door, their eyes wander easily
from room to room, yet pause to appreciate unique pieces that add interest
and pull the space together. u

BETH CONANT-KEIM is the owner of LUCY AND COMPANY, a full-service interior design firm located at
2108 South Boulevard, Suite 213. For more information, visit LUCYANDCOMPANY.COM or call 704-342-6655.
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COX DOOR COMPANY
HOME | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL | SALES | SERVICE

Cox Door is 33 years in the Charlotte market. We stand behind each and every door, install, service and preventative maintenance that we do. With great
craftsmanship comes great responsibility. This is why we also stand behind the quality accessories that are part and parcel of these great doors. We fix, maintain,
source and install any door or part that you need. From coils, to openers, advice of maintenance; call us and we will send our experts in the field to you.
COXDOOR.COM | 704-821-8898 EXT. 213 | PHILCOX@COXDOOR.COM

704-672-5012
4312 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28205
9456 Charlotte Hwy. Suite 208, Indian Land, SC 29707
HUGHESFLOORCOVERING.COM

A RTS & CU LT U R E

SPOTLIGHT
KATE LONG
STEVENSON

HIDELL BROOKS GALLERY
March 4–26
hidellbrooks.com
Expressionist painter
Kate Long Stevenson’s
gestural brushstrokes
and passion for color
are characteristic of all
her pieces, ranging from
figurative paintings to
abstracts. A lifelong lover
of music, Stevenson relies
on mostly classical compositions to guide her
as she builds a painting,
layering chords of color
over energetic swirls of
charcoal and paint.

BRENDA BOGART

Mixed media collage artist
Brenda Bogart’s solo show encompasses a new collection of
pieces that honor the Queen
City. Two Trees of Life on large
wood panels are flocked with
a plethora of birds and native
animals, two life-sized Garden
Queens are frocked in an impressive array of local flora, and completing the series is a grouping of
small animals that inhabit North
Carolina forests. This thoughtful
sequence is made almost entirely
of paper that Brenda gathers
on her travels around the world.
From a favorite antique shop in
Paris to a muddy puddle at her
local hardware store, she has
procured unique materials to add
to her ever growing assemblage.
Opening reception is Thursday,
March 10, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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PATHWAYS TO
CONTEMPLATION
ELDER GALLERY
Through March 12
eldergalleryclt.com
In his newest works, artist Larry Horowitz
transports viewers to places that feel both
familiar and foreign, offering a contemplative experience through his use of
vivid color, figurative imagery, and strong
layering. A prolific painter who began
his career with a coveted position as apprentice to American master Wolf Kahn,
Horowitz creates visually striking, engaging
works that capture the beautiful essence of
natural environments.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: ART BY KATE LONG STEVENSON, COURTESY OF HIDELL BROOKS GALLERY; ART BY LARRY
HOROWITZ, COURTESY OF ELDER GALLERY; ART BY BRENDA BOGART, COURTESY OF ANNE NEILSON FINE ART.

ANNE NEILSON FINE ART
March 10–April 23
anneneilsonfineart.com

704.274.3606
A RT I S T I C I N T E R I O R D E S I G N . C O M
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SCENE
SEEN

7) Starr Miller of STARRMILLER Interior Design; Eric Ennis
and King Walsh of High Cotton Home.
8) Shannon Handley of Handley Home Interiors, Fern
Howerin of Charlotte Home Design & Decor, and Melissa
Lee of New South Home.

�

CHARLOTTE DESIGN INDUSTRY
MEMBERS GATHERED FOR AN
EVENING WITH INTERIOR DESIGN
SOCIETY OF CHARLOTTE’S UNDER
THE STARS HOLIDAY EVENT HOSTED
BY PALMETTO TILE OF NORTH
CAROLINA, LANTERN & SCROLL,
MODERN LIGHTING, ARTISAN RUG
GALLERY, AND BIRD DECORATIVE
HARDWARE & BATH.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LITTLE NEST PORTRAITS.

�

�

1) Treva Cannon and Bridgette Coogan of Walker Zanger;
Shannon Pumneo of House of Nomad.
2) Audrey Clawson of Audrey Clawson Interiors and Starr
Miller of STARRMILLER Interior Design.

�

3) Jack Schmalfeld of Artisan Rug Gallery and Susan Hill of
Interior Design Society of Charlotte.
4) Dana Shawver and Jason Goldberg of Palmetto Tile of
North Carolina.
5) Audrey Clawson of Audrey Clawson Interiors, Karen Good of
Lantern & Scroll, and Susan Hill of Susan Hill Interior Design.
6) Shelby Stahl of Jones & Hedges and Robin Tonelli
of ROBINRENATO.

�

�

�
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CHARLOTTE | NEW YORK
viceroycreative.com

2204 HAWKINS STREET
980-938-8786 | ARTISANRUGGALLERY.COM

From contemporary to traditional,
and everything in between.

CAROLINAS
LEATHER
FURNITURE
COMPANY

WWW.CAROLINASLEATHERFURNITURE.COM | 704.752.7241
11523 Carolina Place Pkwy, Suite G, Pineville, NC 28134

Carolinas Leather Furniture OctNov19 Half Page Ad.indd 1

9/18/19 1:17 PM

PARTNER WITH THE WORLD’S LUXURY REAL ESTATE POWERHOUSE

15020 RANSON ROAD

$1,450,000
Huntersville | 28078
MLS #CAR3802094
Christina Stone

704-740-0629
1705 FOUNTAIN VIEW STREET

$1,100,000
Charlotte | 28203
MLS #CAR3816352
Kim Trouten

704-877-8719
6243 GOTHIC COURT

$1,095,000
Charlotte | 28210
MLS #CAR3803200
Jamie Craft

704-507-9623

A Howard Hanna Partner

FORM + FUNCTION = AMAZING

DESIGNED BY ROBERT ZEBROWSKI.

DESIGNLOFT + QUEEN CITY = AMAZING

There is no doubt that everyone wants a fabulous kitchen.
The challenge is making it function to suit your lifestyle.

A GREAT KITCHEN DESIGN COMBINES
BEAUTIFUL CABINETRY, APPLIANCES,
AND ALL THE FIXTURES AND FINISHES
THAT GIVE IT THAT PERSONAL TOUCH.
When a client is trying to achieve a particular look, it is
important that all aspects of the design are considered.
In this home, the kitchen connects to the living area and
overlooks the lake. The goal was to create a modern
and calm interior. Appliances can make a statement or
integrate seamlessly into the design. Queen City Audio
Video & Appliances knowledge and understanding of how
appliances ﬁt into a design makes them a great partner.
Looking into the kitchen area, you cannot distinguish where
all the appliances are located. To the right of the Thermador
double oven is a Thermador built-in flush refrigeratorfreezer. The use of a Thermador induction cooktop leaves
the island surface looking clean; nothing disrupts the eye.
Selecting the Thermador panel ready dishwasher allows
for continuity in the base cabinetry as well.
The cabinetry is a textured faux wood by Cabico. Not
only are appliances integrated, but so is a tremendous
amount of storage. Two full-height pull-outs allow
access to essentials from both sides of the cabinets.
A simple stainless-steel hardware pull was selected to
complement the cabinetry.
Our clients ended up with their dream kitchen, and we
could not be happier!

AVAILABLE AT

VISIT QUEENCITYONLINE.COM
TO LEARN MORE.
6 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM - 7 PM
SUNDAY NOON - 6 PM

SouthPark Walk-in Closet

Custom solutions for the entire home.
Closets

•

Garages

•

Home Offices

•

Pantry

•

Laundry

•

Mudrooms

•

Wallbeds

C H A R L O T T E 224 East Blvd
704.527.5579 californiaclosets.com
©2022 California Closet Company, Inc. All rights reserved. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

