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ON THE COVER:
Designer Anne Hammett
updates a Myers
Park home, creating
a sophisticated yet
practical space for the
homeowner and her
young children (page 64).

W

While our holiday gatherings may still look a little
different from what we’re accustomed to, they should
still feel the same: filled with joy.
’Tis the season for giving and forgiving. As we safely
gather with loved ones, keep in mind that changing the
hearts and minds of someone with opposing views is
not likely to happen. So, instead, focus on what will have
a positive and lasting effect: love and gratitude for one
another. The only ruffled feathers should be those of the
turkey on your dining room table.
We know all too well about the supply-chain strain,
so what better way to avoid the hunt hassle than to buy
local? We’ve scoured the city, and a few places beyond, to
provide you with the ultimate gift guide. In this issue, we
present to you the modern-day hunt & gather—and all
on the beautiful backdrop of Liberty of London’s newest
collection, The Modern Collector.
From enchanting tablescapes to captivating floral
artistry that transform living and dining rooms into
intimate gathering spaces, this issue showcases a bevy
of beauties that will bring awe, inspiration, and an
everlasting impact to your setting.

Ashley Hotham Cox
Editor in Chief
@ashleyhcox
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PORTRAIT: BRIE WILLIAMS;
ON THE COVER: DUSTIN PECK.
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DESIGN FOR THE TRADE
CHARLOTTE
2122 Freedom Drive, Suite A
Charlotte, NC 28208
704.358.0277

RALEIGH
1405 Capital Blvd
Raleigh, NC 27603
919.832.5555

ahokelimited.com

LUXU RY
L I F E ST Y L E
BOUTIQUE
Oﬀering exclusive gifts for men and women,
antiques and interior accents for the home
Complete Design Services Available

The Shops at Morrison in Southpark
720 Governor Morrison, Suite E110
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
704.364.4004 • bdjeﬀries.com

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIE WILLIAMS.

DWELL

E N T E R TA I N I N G

The Gift of
GATHERING
A LOCAL CATERER AND
HOSTESS SHARES HER INSIGHT
INTO ENTERTAINING WITH EASE.
WRITTEN BY CATHERINE RUTH KELLY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIE WILLIAMS

TOP RIGHT: A portrait of Wrenn's grandmother hangs above her
dining room table.
TOP MIDDLE: Wrenn’s grandmother’s entertaining journal sits next
to fresh flowers and a bowl of homemade pickled shrimp.
BOTTOM MIDDLE: Wrenn’s signature salted vanilla cake with
ombre layers is sliced and ready to serve.
LEFT: Wrenn’s collection of spinning tops, handmade by a North
Carolina artisan, are always a hit with guests. Mottahedeh plates
from Wrenn’s grandmother rest atop straw placemats.
22
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“Entertaining is really about
being generous with your
spirit,” says Sarah Wrenn,
creative director of Noble
Food and Pursuits. “It
doesn’t matter if you’re
serving caviar on fine china
or chicken salad on paper
plates; the gift of hospitality
is priceless.”
Wrenn does have certain
standards when she is
hosting friends and family.
Fresh flowers, burning
candles, and a couple of
family recipes ready to serve
are always a must.
“Cooking is a great skill
to have in your back pocket,
but there is nothing wrong
with picking up prepared food
from somewhere,” Wrenn
avers. “Make it easy on
yourself to enjoy your guests
because that is the greater
purpose of sharing a meal.”
Wrenn’s experience in
the food industry began in
2008 when she was hired
as general manager for a
restaurant group in London.
After returning home to
Charlotte six years later, she
briefly worked at Reid’s before
starting her own catering
business, Wrennhouse.

Charlotte • Banner Elk • Key Largo

704-332-3731

@marytobiasmiller www.abodehomedesign.com

E N T E R TA I N I N G

HAM BISCUITS
2 cups of plain flour
¾ teaspoon of salt
2 teaspoons of baking powder
½ teaspoon of baking soda
6 heaping tablespoons of Crisco
1 cup of milk or buttermilk
Combine dry ingredients in a bowl. Cut
in the Crisco with a fork. Mix in the milk
until just combined; I use a wooden
spoon. Place on a floured surface,
sprinkle flour on top, roll or pat out
gently until it’s about a half-inch thick.
Cut with a small biscuit cutter, place on
an ungreased baking sheet, and bake in
a preheated 450-degree oven for about
ten minutes.
ABOVE: Wrenn
relaxes on the sofa
in her living room.
A hand-painted
screen from her
grandparents’
house hangs
above. Fresh roses
in a crystal bowl
adorn the coffee
table.
RIGHT: A thankyou note and
a dinner-party
guest list are
among the relics
found in Wrenn’s
grandmother’s
entertaining
journal.
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Fill cooked biscuits with roughly chopped,
thinly sliced country ham mixed with
honey mustard.

But Wrenn’s most formative cooking and
entertaining experiences came from spending
countless meals around her grandparents’
table with aunts, uncles, and cousins.
“Grandmother and Granddaddy
entertained often and set a wonderful
example of how to host,” Wrenn reflects.
“We learned how to converse at a large table,
how to behave, and how to help. But the
whole point of it was to bring us together.”
Wrenn’s grandmother meticulously
recorded details of each gathering they
hosted in a simple Mead notebook she
named The Party Book. Filled with
cherished photos, guests’ thank-you notes,
and entertaining memos such as seating
charts, serving tips, and centerpiece
descriptions, it is a family treasure.
“My grandparents made entertaining feel
comfortable and attainable,” Wrenn says. “It
does take effort, but don’t put pressure on
yourself to make everything perfect. A great
gathering is one where everyone is at ease.” u

@bourgeoismcginn

704 533 2280

bourgeoismcginnbuilders.com

GIFT GUIDE
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1) Liberty of London Quill in Lapis / to the trade / fabricut.com. 2) Barrell Whiskey Infinite Barrel Project / $65.99 / totalwine.com. 3) Mad Man Pop Up Portable Speaker / $20 /
abodehomedesign.com. 4) Best Damn Beard Balm / $14.95 / paperskyscraper.com. 5) Santa Maria Novella 100 ml Russa Eau De Cologne / $125 / taborclt.com. 6) Bruce
Julian Neck Tie / $65 / brucejulian.com. 7) Foundwell Dunhill Broadboy Lighter / $695 / taborclt.com. 8) Brackish Dewey Pin / $55 / thesportinggent.com. 9) Military Watch
Company Classic 1960/70 Vietnam Watch in Olive / $55 / taborclt.com. 10) Blue Carreon Home Ant Catch All / $183 / abodehomedesign.com. 11) Baade Floral Gold Cufflinks Set /$1,050 / shop-trcstyle.com. 12) Gold Engine Turn Belt Buckle / $325 / bdjeffries.com. 13) Altea Pocket Square / $75 / shop-trcstyle.com. 14) David Lee Feather and
Woolly Mammoth Tusk 2-Piece Pen / $2,250 / shop-trcstyle.com. 15) Horn Bottle Opener / $ 75 / cotswoldmarketplace.com. 16) Baxter Badger Shave Brush / $55 / altonlane.
com. 17) Baxter Cream Pomade / $20 / altonlane.com. 18) Gentleman’s Hardware Buff & Shine Shoe Polish Kit / $24.95 / paperskyscraper.com. 19) Raise the Bar 4-in-1 Bar
Tool / $30 / altonlane.com. 20) TSG Oxbow x Free Bird Coffee / $14.99 / thesportinggent.com.
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PRODUCED BY ASHLEY HOTHAM COX | PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIE WILLIAMS

2902B Selwyn Avenue | Charlotte, NC 28209
704-900-5667 | tinyclt.com | maisonette.com | @tiny4children

4

GIFT GUIDE

�

�

5

3

6

7

��
8
9
�5
�3
��

��
��

��

1) Liberty of London Botanical Flora in Lacquer / to the trade / fabricut.com. 2) Fornasetti Flora Candle / $215 / shopbop.com. 3) Parvum Opus Hexagonal Shadow Box / $225 /
parvumopus.com. 4) Sumatran Symbols Lacquer Tray / $105 / metmuseum.org. 5) Mother of Pearl, Lapis, and Brass Jewel Box / $12 / noblecollective.shop. 6) Ardmore Design
Bush Bandits Tea Towel / $45 / shophouseofnomad.com. 7) Mignonne Gavigan Talia Earrings in Grey / $275 / mignonnegavigan.com. 8) Labradorite Foundation Bead Necklace
by Harwell Godfrey / $1,950 / tinygods.com. 9) Mother of Pearl & Amethyst Pendant by Harwell Godfrey / $9,950 / tinygods.com. 10) Turtle Shell and Brass Box / $375 / circainteriors.
com. 11) D. Porthault Paris Brindilles Boudoir Pillow in Pink and Burgundy / $355 / rrunberg.com. 12) by Alice Rosso Levanto Marble Obelisk Candle / $89 / by-alice.co.uk.
13) Jody Candrian Cuff / price upon request / shop-capitol.com. 14) Fornasetti L'Eclaireuse Candle / $230 / fornasetti.com. 15) Sea Urchins in Vintage Parisian Cloche / $1,850 /
tinygods.com. 16) Helle Mardahl Bonbonnière in Champagne Dark Sprinkles and Creamy Melon / $500 / rrunberg.com.
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Chakra Bracelets
18KT GOLD, DIAMOND AND GEMSTONE BEADS

Vessels of Personal Expression & Symbols of Love and Significance
TINYGODS.COM

GIFT GUIDE
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1) Liberty of London Regency Tulip in Pewter / to the
trade / fabricut.com. 2) Jonathan Adler Arcade
Backgammon Set / $415 / jonathanadler.com. 3) Piecework Garden Party Puzzle / $36 / anthropologie.com.
4) Celebrity Trivia Game / $11.95 / paperskyscraper.com.
5) The Mahjong Line Botanical Newport Tiles and Luxe
Rack in Paris Pink / $425 / themahjongline.com. 6) John
Derian Souvenir Playing Cards Deck / $12 / johnderian.
com. 7) Acrylic Dominoes Set / $200 / bdjeffries.com.

SW 6187
Rosemary

Explore the full 2022 color forecast and sign up
for exclusive events at swcolorforecast.com

CONNEC T WITH A REPRESENTATIVE

SHANE JONES

Designer Account Executive

Shane.L. Jones@sherwin.com
704.614.1337

© 2021 The Sherwin-Williams Company
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1) Liberty of London Palampore Trail in Pewter Blue / to the trade / fabricut.com. 2) Lida Smoke Vase / $168 / isabellastyle.com. 3) Brass Palloa Modern Candlestick / starting at $20 /
dressingroomsinteriorsstudio.com. 4) Two-Tier Light Green Candlestick / $50 / lauraparkdesigns.com. 5) Branch Candlesticks in Ivory / $34 / dressingroomsinteriorsstudio.com. 6) Lily
Juliet Shell Caviar Dish in Charcoal Resin / $102 / elizabethbruns.com. 7) Birds Matchbox / $4 / cotswoldmarketplace.com. 8) Casa Felix Lotus Garden Place Cards / starting at
$98 / casafelix.com. 9) Pressed Glass Goblets in Amber / $125 for set of 4 / metmuseum.org. 10) Mandella Tea Glass / $8 / isabellastyle.com. 11) Tortoise Acrylic Flatware Set / $50 /
lauraparkdesigns.com. 12) Kim Seybert Blaze Placemat / $316 for set of 2 / kimseybert.com. 13) Les Ottomans Corteo Dinner Plate / $89 / abodehomedesign.com. 14) Heather
Taylor Home Mayfair Plaid Napkins in Nutmeg / $82 for set of 4 / rrunberg.com. 15) Petite Spiral Plateau in Lapis and Grande Spiral Plateau in Ochre / $195–$295 / circainteriors.com.
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INTERIOR DESIGN

•

FURNITURE GALLERY

PARK ROAD SHOPPING CENTER 4247 PARK ROAD #295 CHARLOTTE, NC 28209
704.335.1220 @HIGHCOTTONCLT WWW.HIGHCOTTONHOMECOMPANY.COM
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1) Liberty of London Poppy Meadow in Fennel / to the trade / fabricut.com. 2) White Ceramic 1L Measuring Cup / $14.95 / worldmarket.com. 3) Measuring Spoons / $37 /
abodehomedesign.com. 4) Cottage Egg Crate / $14 / anthropologie.com. 5) Tivoli Baking Set (Dish Towel Not Shown) / $26 / anthropologie.com. 6) Vietri Lastra Salt & Pepper
Shakers / $58 / johndabbsltd.com. 7) Vietri Incanto Stone White Stripe Small Serving Bowl / $71 / vietri.com. 8) Hand-carved Wooden Spoon / $25 / concrete-jungle-clt.business.
site. 9) Beatriz Ball Vida Alegria Bowl / $10.50 / johndabbs.com. 10) Nielsen-Massey Vanilla Extract / $32.95 / williams-sonoma.com. 11) Large Savannah Bee Company Raw
Acacia Honeycomb / $19.99 / worldmarket.com. 12) House Farm Cooking / $49.95 / bdjeffries.com. 13) Montes Doggett Baker / $185 / bdjeffries.com.
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Antiques | Lighting | Accessories
6815 A-3 Phillips Place Court, Charlotte, NC 28210 704-999-6976 | Monday-Saturday 10-5
www.granville-charlotte.com
Photography by MB Productions

G AT H E R I N G S

BELLA
SERATA
LUXURY FABRIC LINE
FORTUNY TAKES FOOTING
IN CHARLOTTE IN CLASSIC
ITALIAN FASHION.
WRITTEN BY CATHERINE RUTH KELLY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ELIZABETH LARSON

The warm glow of candles, the soft melodies of a harp, and the
enticing aroma of Italian cuisine created the ambiance for an
intimate dinner hosted by Circa Interiors and Fortuny. It was an
elegant occasion for local interior designers to meet Fortuny’s
Maury Riad, who relocated the business operations of his
family’s Venice-based luxury fabric house to Charlotte last year.
“These designers have a magnificent passion for their
work, and it is our privilege to contribute beauty and artistry
to their work through our products,” Riad says.
36
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Heather Smith of Circa worked with florist John Lupton
to create a Venetian vibe at an Eastover home, where the
intimate dinner resided. Boldly colored flowers, jewel-toned
crystal, and delicate Fortuny china accentuated the rich
textures and hues of the Fortuny tablecloth, a relic from an
event during Venice’s Biennale.
“The tablecloth was our inspiration for the decor and showcased the quality and refinement of Fortuny fabrics,” Smith
notes. “It was the perfect centerpiece for a lovely evening.”

LIFE’S BEST MOMENTS. FURNISHED.™
Schedule a complimentary virtual design consultation at SummerClassicsHome.com/CHD
1308 West Morehead Street | Charlotte | 704-372-0095

DE SIGN BOARD

AMY
Lee
Designer Amy Lee is a chameleon. Though
her aesthetic calling card is undeniably clean,
classic, and timeless, what matters most when
she creates a design is that it’s a reflection
of her clients. “I thrive off the challenge of
creating a unique custom interior that my
clients feel speaks directly to them,” she says.
“I gain inspiration from my peers, current
design trends, and classic design details.
However, much of my inspiration comes
from the location and architecture of the
home and, most importantly, my client’s
personality.” When Lee couples that personalized inspiration with things she sees
in the design world, she thrives. “I look to
current materials on the market, combined
with my design intuition, which can take me in
places I wasn’t expecting,” she explains. “I can
start out searching for what I think I want and
find something much more fabulous that will
set the entire design in motion.”

�

�

3

4

1. Lee Broom Eclipse Chandelier / $5,230 / leebroom.com
2. Artistic Tile Pinnacle Calacatta Gold Marble Field
Dimensional / $170 per square foot / artistictile.com
3. Nathan Anthony Gobi Chair / to the trade / nafurniture.com
4. Abstract Painting by Joe Adams /
jenniferbalcosgallery.com
5. Armato Small Table Lamp by Kelly Wearstler for
Visual Comfort / $1,429 / circalighting.com
6. Waterworks Dash Metal Lever Handle Thermostatic
in Nickel / $2,535 / waterworks.com
7. Interlude Home Brynn Stool / $1,797 / interludehome.com
8. Arteriors Tate Container / $520 / isabellastyle.com
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PORTRAIT AND INTERIORS: DUSTIN PECK.
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©2021 WATERWOR KS IS A R EG ISTERED T RAD EMAR K OF WATERWOR KS IP COMPANY, LLC

AVAILABLE AT BIRD DECORATIVE HARDWARE & BATH
BLUFFTON, SC | CHARLESTON, SC | CHARLOTTE, NC | WILMINGTON, NC
BIRDDECORATIVEHARDWARE.COM

FIELD TRIP

MOUNTAIN MAGIC
A 1930S LODGE IN HIGHLANDS, NORTH CAROLINA, IS
TRANSFORMED INTO A STYLISH AND MODERN RETREAT.
WRITTEN BY SARAH CROSLAND
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CHASING
Waterfalls
This part of North Carolina is
known as the Land of Waterfalls,
with hundreds in the area. From
your room’s balcony at Skyline
Lodge, you’ll hear the sounds of
Big Creek Falls and Lauren Falls
through the woods below. Nearby,
the seventy-five-foot Dry Falls is an
easy walk from roadside parking,
while other local spots like Ranger
Falls and Glen Falls offer more challenging hikes. You can actually drive
beneath Bridal Veil Falls. For the
ultimate up-close experience, pack
your bathing suit for the swimming
hole at Highlands’ Secret Falls.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANDREW CEBULKA.

Tucked into the peak of Flat Top Mountain
and surrounded by thick forests, Skyline Lodge
has been playing host to travelers for almost
a century. This year, Charleston-based The
Indigo Road Hospitality Group reimagined and
revived the historic forty-seven-room property.
Originally designed by a student of Frank
Lloyd Wright, the lodge’s most recent renovation pays homage to both its 1930s roots and
its 1960s heyday. Nowhere is the hotel’s history
more on display than in its vibrant courtyard,
where the tunes of Ella Fitzgerald serenade
guests playing bocce on lush green turf atop
what was once the retro lodge’s swimming pool.
The hotel’s undeniable highlight is its
restaurant, Oak Steakhouse. The first steakhouse in the area, it’s quickly drawn a see-andbe-seen crowd from neighboring Cashiers and
Highlands. Kick off an evening here with a
craft cocktail on the patio with its panoramic
mountain views.
End your evening back in the courtyard,
where groups gather for s’mores around warm
firepits under twinkling string lights, all set to
the soft sounds of jazz. It’s the perfect spot
to soak in both the cool mountain air and the
lodge’s colorful history. skyline-lodge.com

HOO K E R

®

FURNITURE

Charlotte/Pineville, NC • Hickory, NC
goodshomefurnishings.com

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK.

INTERIORS

The homeowner fell in love with this Anna
French wallpaper, so Quisenberry and Britt
used it in the dining room. They upped
the gold and aqua accents with chairs
from Charles Stuart and a gold mirror from
Darnell & Company. White linen curtains
from Schumacher are banded in a Mary
McDonald tape in aquamarine, and the
Niermann Weeks chandelier from Circa
Lighting adds drama.
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ROOM
to
BLOOM
WEST TRADE INTERIORS TRANSFORMS A COTSWOLD
HOME INTO THE ULTIMATE TRANSITIONAL SPACE,
PERFECT FOR A COUPLE CAUGHT BETWEEN
TRADITIONAL TASTES AND MODERN STYLE.

TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK

As the primary gathering space
in the home, the family room is
livable and cozy. Performance
tweed drapes the Charles
Stewart sofas, and a velvet stripe
from Maxwell covers vintage
armchairs. The leather ottoman
doubles as a coffee table.
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WHEN THE DELANEYS HAD THEIR SECOND CHILD, THEY KNEW THE CLOCK
was ticking on the need for more space for their small children to run and play. Having
worked with Hadley Quisenberry and her mother, Lisa Britt, of West Trade Interiors
on their first home in Dilworth, the couple wanted their help once more to update a
Cotswold home they had recently purchased.
“We loved the large lots and family feel of Cotswold but also its proximity to everything around it,” homeowner Sara Delaney says. “Between the flat lot and the open
floor plan, plus the attached three-car garage, which is rare in Charlotte, it was more
than ideal. We knew mainly cosmetic changes were all that were needed, and Hadley
and Lisa could help.”
The home was built in the early 2000s and had many dark and dated features, with
plenty of gold and tan tones to go around. West Trade designed their first home in
soothing neutrals with an understated sophistication, so the homeowners opted for
more color moments and a transitional style in their new dwelling. “The Delaneys
were wonderful at visualizing the potential of the home and trusting us to make the
changes they wanted to see,” Quisenberry says. Delaney adds, “We loved their transitional style, use of color, and family-friendly taste. I also liked that they could work
within any budget.”
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Schumacher Pearl River in Opal takes
the stage in the piano room. The art is a
commissioned piece by Windy O'Connor.
The rug is by Stark, and the lighting is
by Currey & Company. OPPOSITE: New
cabinet doors in moody blue from Design
Loft streamline the updated wet bar.
Modern Matter hardware and an antique
glass backsplash from Accent Glass, Inc.
dress it up, while the quartzite countertop
from Harkey Tile & Stone and the Newport
Brass fixture round out the space.

48

HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM

Together, the team constructed a design that was an ideal
blend of neutral and elegant, with small doses of color and
pattern to liven and modernize the overall look.
The entire interior of the home was painted, and the first
projects to be tackled were the children’s rooms. Four years
later, they are still working in phases but have created a beautiful, livable, and, most importantly, easily evolvable home for
the family. “Sara is drawn to a fabulous blend of transitional and
glamorous elements,” Quisenberry reveals. “But it’s been fun to
push our boundaries through lighting and art while keeping the

furniture and fabrics more tailored to maintain that cohesive
balance that’s a hallmark of West Trade.”
Quisenberry and Britt typically like to begin with the “heartbeat
of our clients’ homes,” which is almost always the kitchen and living
room. In the Delaneys’ case, they upgraded counter stools and
designed a new breakfast area, knowing that a whole kitchen renovation would happen later. “We chose neutral elements for the base
of the family room and infused color through the accents and accessories,” Quisenberry adds. “The clients are big fans of blue, which
can be the most soothing color, so that tone is carried throughout.”
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LEFT: Perimeter cabinets in the kitchen were painted to give
an instant update. A new island was added along with new
countertops, lighting, and hardware. Lucite Gabby bar stools
sit elegantly next to the island, and aged brass Hicks pendants
hang above. A new faucet from Newport Brass, purchased
from Bird Decorative Hardware & Bath, adds pizazz.

Now that the kitchen and wet bar have
been renovated, the area has quickly become
everyone’s favorite space. But a labor of love
usually does carry a special place in the heart
of the maker. “The kitchen and wet bar renovation was probably the most challenging and,
in the end, the most rewarding element of the
design,” Quisenberry admits. “We took it on in
a construction-materials- and labor-shortage
environment, which created a variety of compilations, but the finished product exceeded all
our expectations.”
Delaney says that it gave the home a major
facelift, and, at the center of the home, it has quite
an impact. “We were so impressed by what a great
job Hadley and Lisa did with managing the entire
project. From contracting to designing, they made
it as easy as possible on us.”
The openness of the floor plan meant that
despite being done in pieces, the whole home
needed to flow nicely and have a cohesive feel
to it. “I love color and contemporary, fun fabrics
and wallpapers. [my daughter] Izzy's carpet, the
piano room, and the Schumacher curtains are my
favorite,” Delaney explains. “Jim, my husband, is
more traditional, so Hadley and Lisa had their directive to meld the two together, and they found
ways to make it happen effortlessly.”
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TOP: West Trade Interiors
went with splatterpaint wallcoverings
from Scalamandré to
complement the custom
blue bed frame in the
four-year-old’s room. A
striped Stark rug, Gabby
bedside tables, and
Schoolhouse Electric
table lamps add the right
amount of boyish charm.
BOTTOM: A Stark rug with
Missoni stripes bathes the
floor in the seven-yearold’s room. The custom
bed covered in Thibaut
upholstery is pretty in
pink, backed by geometric
wallpaper, also from
Thibaut. Lamps from Circa
Lighting are beside the
bed, and original art from
Anne Irwin Fine Art in
Atlanta hangs alongside.
OPPOSITE: Dining chairs
featuring House of Harris
fabric complement
an existing banquette
and make breakfast
time cheery. The table
and chairs are from
Bungalow 5.
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“Ultimately, we use every corner of this home,” Delaney says.
“From the breakfast area every morning to the living room in
the evenings, to the back patio where my husband loves to watch
football on perfect fall days, this house is ideal for gathering in
nearly every space.” She adds that her favorite room, though, is
the piano room. “It’s very glam. It contains my favorite things: a
custom Windy O’Connor painting and my childhood grand piano.
My husband wanted it to be an office, but he was overruled.”
Quisenberry and Britt have favorite spaces as well, though
coming to a consensus on one proves difficult. “The breakfast
nook makes us happy and has served the clients well, but the
dining room is pretty special, too. We also love their primary
bedroom, thanks to the spectacular Schumacher drapery tape

and wallpaper. And it was a blast to upgrade the kids’ bedrooms
this year for their next phase of life.”
It’s that playing off each other that makes the
mother-daughter duo behind West Trade a dynamic team
with which to work. “West Trade Interiors’ style is transitional
overall,” Quisenberry says. “Mom brings a refined, traditional
eye to our projects, honed through years of industry experience
and a background in antiques. I have a slightly more contemporary take, influenced by my early years working in the New
York City fashion industry. That, plus, I have an innate desire to
occasionally suggest the unexpected and take calculated risks.
Combined, we bring a layered and carefully curated custom mix
to our client’s homes that ultimately speaks to who they are.” u
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A Fibreworks diamond-patterned sisal
rug anchors the living room, and a hide
rug amps up the modernity. The Darnell
& Company sofa is covered in a practical
Charles Stewart fabric, while punchy blue
chairs from Highland House, covered in
Robert Allen fabric, create the pop moment.
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A TOUCH
of LOVE
DESIGNER WHITNEY STURGE ADDS A DOSE OF COLOR AND A
WHOLE LOT OF LOVE TO ONE FAMILY’S NEW MYERS PARK HOME.
TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK

A custom floating white-oak vanity is the
modern anchor to the pretty powder room.
An unlacquered brass antique mirror from
Cotswold Marketplace hangs above the
Waterworks fixture. The walls are covered
in Sally King Benedict for Studio Four NYC
wallcovering, and the sconces are from
Circa Lighting. OPPOSITE: Weeping-willow
Schumacher wallpaper is paired with an antique
sideboard from the homeowner’s family, and
modern lighting from Regina Andrew creates
that wow moment.
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REPEAT CLIENTS ARE ALWAYS WONDERFUL, BUT
especially so when the symbiotic relationship seems
practically effortless. Whitney Sturge designed her clients’
first home several years ago, and though the heart of the
style has remained the same, the focus has evolved. “This
is the second home I have done with this couple,” Sturge
says, “so I had a good sense of their style, but it has grown.
The homeowner used to want neutral tones only, but she is
opening up to color now, and you can see it in this home.”

The home in Myers Park was old and needed significant
updating, and the homeowners brought Sturge in at the
outset to visualize the changes. “The home had a great
layout, but it was in a state of disrepair and needed a lot of
work,” the homeowner explains. “That ideal layout meant
that we could update the home without doing a major
reconfiguration. We have known Whitney for some time,
and she’s a wonderful person and, of course, designer. Our
styles have always been in sync, so we knew she was the
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Bookshelves in the
family room, dotted with
antiques and gifts from the
homeowner's family, surround
the Verellen sofa. Chairs from
Lee Industries flank the sides,
and the Lillian August coffee
table takes center stage. Art
by Adele Yonchak alights
over the sofa.
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person to tackle the project.” The
homeowners wanted the home to be
light, comfortable, and welcoming,
with the same neutral base but with
a widening palette of colors added
to each room. “I also love a neutral
base; it evolves easily as you change
out pieces periodically,” Sturge says.
“The home was very traditional on the
outside, but they wanted to elevate the
inside to a little more contemporary
feel. It just needed a little love and
some updating.”
The home was very heavy, as
Sturge describes it, with dark wood
and trim, ornate fixtures and details,
and outdated lighting. So they began
by tearing out ornate pieces like the
railings, for example, and streamlining
the details for a more modern effect.
The dark kitchen cabinets were
painted a creamy, light color, and the
backsplash was torn out and replaced
with shiplap. “I knew the minute I
walked into that kitchen that it needed
shiplap,” Sturge recalls. “The space
had so many features that I felt like
shiplap was the perfect way to add
interest without being fussy.” New
countertops and light fixtures, along
with a reconfigured island, made the
kitchen an entirely new space.
“We really trusted Whitney’s vision
and let it take shape organically,” the
homeowner says. “This was the largest
project we had ever done, so there was
a meaningful amount of trust required,
and she was so awesome.”
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Sturge adds, “They are dream
clients because they trusted me
so much. When you’re working on
such an intimate space for clients,
it’s special to get that kind of
confidence. And when the project
is over, it’s almost sad to have
to separate yourself from their
everyday life. It never feels like a
job when that happens.”
Every room has a neutral
foundation, which Sturge built
on with art and color. The result
is a delicate and well-executed
balance of transitional style that
strikes at the very chord of both
homeowners. “My husband leans
in more to color and fun, but
I prefer a calming and neutral
space,” the homeowner offers.
“I grew up at the beach, and
natural colors remind me of home.
Whitney really struck that balance
for us, particularly with the art,
which started as challenging
because of our differing tastes but
ended up being a truly rewarding
part of our home.”
With the right combination of
practicality for the homeowners
and creativity from the design, each
space is packed with transitional
style. The living room bookshelves
are alive with pieces handed down
through the husband’s family, and
antiques dot the rooms, but with
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When neutral is the name, texture is the
game. Sturge chose shiplap as the backsplash
because of its unfussy nature and understated
texture. Palecek counter stools add a touch of
the beach in a natural fiber, while a chandelier
from Circa Lighting hangs overhead. Design
Loft fashioned the new kitchen island.
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the addition of colorful pillows on the couch, nothing looks
out of place. Contemporary paper and modern lighting in the
foyerThe
areCharles
the perfect
backdrop for the antique sideboard—
Stewart drapery behind the
unorthodox,
effortless
in the
thebed
application. In the
headboardthough
covers a window
to allow
to beroom,
centered
on the
The bed
features spaces, a wallcovering
powder
one
of wall.
Sturge’s
favorite
a Peacock Alley coverlet with custom pillow
by Sally
King
Benedict
offers
a playful
shams
and dust
skirt made
from the
same backdrop to the
unlacquered
brass
fixture, sconces from Circa
Anna French
fabricWaterworks
used for the draperies.
Lighting, and an antique mirror from Cotswold Marketplace.
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The custom floating fluted vanity is a modern upgrade that
is perhaps unexpected but a perfect juxtaposition to the
understated elegance that marks the room.
And so it goes in every space—a pointed balancing act
executed with care so that everyone gets something they
love. Among the natural elements and pops of color, the
range of art and modern moments, and a passion for design,
a touch of love can be found in between. u

Sturge enjoyed overhauling the oncedark bar area. The cabinets are covered in
leather and studded with nailhead trim.
An antique mirror acts as the backsplash
while enlarging the space, and a wine
fridge was added to the configuration. A
marble countertop completes the space.
OPPOSITE: A Tritter Feefer table graces
the breakfast area and maintains a
neutral palette without interrupting the
flow to the family room.
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OPPOSITES
ATTRACT

DESIGNER ANNE HAMMETT INFUSES TIMELESS
COLOR AND PATTERN INTO HER CLIENT’S
ONCE-NEUTRAL MYERS PARK HOME.
TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK
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PREVIOUS & ON THIS PAGE: In the
family room, the jumping-off point of
the design was the Manuel Canovas
palm-print fabric on the throw pillows,
while the star of the show is the yellow
Soane fabric used for the draperies.
OPPOSITE: Hammett designed a dine-in
breakfast nook with a custom faux
leather by Majilite for easy cleanup.
The table is by RH, and the chairs are
by Furniture Classics. The framed art is
by Birmingham, Alabama-based artist
Lacey Simmons.
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THE HOMEOWNER’S STORY IS ALL TOO FAMILIAR.
Her family had outgrown their Dilworth bungalow and
needed something larger and more open. “We absolutely
loved our previous home,” she explains, “but we simply
needed bigger.” A Georgian-style home tucked away in
Myers Park and situated on a small lake not only piqued the
homeowner’s interest due to its 4,270-square-foot layout
but also because it was well designed inside and out. “You
could tell that the previous owner had a good sense of style
and design,” says designer Anne Hammett, who designed the
interiors of her client’s Dilworth home and was also enlisted

to work on the new house. “So there was a good base to
work with before she moved in.”
The home did, however, need some updating and
reworking. “There was just so much unused space that we
wanted to take advantage of,” Hammett says. “With two
little kids, the homeowner needed storage and everything to
be functional and practical.” To start, the kitchen needed a
major renovation, which Urban Building Group headed up.
“The kitchen was just so dated,” the homeowner says of the
dark cabinetry and black granite countertops. “It just needed
a whole new look.” Hammett transformed the once-empty
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breakfast nook into a stylish but practical dining area with
a custom banquette swathed in a durable faux leather. As
well, she added a pass-through archway to open up the space
between the kitchen and dining room and incorporated a
cast-stone fireplace to create a soft, warm ambient light. “The
natural light in the space is great. It just feels so spacious,”
Hammett says. New custom cabinetry by Mill Hint Cabinets
was coupled with marble-like Dekton countertops.
Unlike the kitchen renovation, the remainder of the home’s
interior design consisted of cosmetic changes. Having worked
with her client on her previous home, Hammett transitioned
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most of the furnishings to the new home seamlessly. The living
room features an array of furniture, lighting, and accessories
that work well with the existing architectural details and color
palette of the home. A pair of tufted chairs swathed in a Belgian
linen and an ottoman by Lee Industries were existing pieces,
which Hammett updated with complementary Kelly Wearstler
pillows that add a modern twist when juxtaposed with the
more traditional silk draperies purchased on Etsy.
But not all of the homeowner’s existing items were used in
her new home. Most of the home features brand-new pieces
mixed with found objects that Hammett collected over the years.

The kitchen received a much-needed makeover,
which Urban Building Group, Hammett, and Mint
Hill Cabinets headed up. The white cabinetry
complements the Dekton countertops, while
brass hardware by Emtek and lighting by Visual
Comfort provide a sleek, modern aesthetic.
OPPOSITE: Hammett wanted the foyer to be
clean and simple, as it was the bridge between
the living and dining rooms. The neutral
wallpaper by Anna French added subtle tone-ontone pattern to the space, while the console table
by Tritter Feefer is the eye-catching piece.
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LEFT: Hammett opted for a wallcovering by The Mural Source in the
dining room. The sideboard by Bungalow 5 and the textured shell
mirror by Made Goods offer a counterbalance to the more feminine
details. The chandelier is by Visual Comfort, and the dining table is by
Tritter Feefer.

The result is a carefully curated collection of items. While
the home’s aesthetic skews decidedly more feminine, the
designer wanted to balance those influences with more
masculine accents. Hammett’s consistent balancing act
of opposing aesthetics, textures, and colors makes the
home that much more interesting. “I tried to create some
sort of yin and yang in all of the rooms so that there’s
this tension and inherent interest in each space,” she
says. “If everything was one style or the same color or the
same texture, the home would become very one-note and
ultimately very boring.”
Nowhere is this opposites-attract approach more
apparent than in the dining room. “My client really
wanted pink in the dining room, which I thought would
be really fun, but it was also a challenge,” she explains.
“How do you design a pink room without it feeling overthe-top bubble gum pink? I wanted to incorporate pink
in subtle ways. I like that the wallpaper has subtle tones
and is overly neutral, but you can see apricot and pink
and soft green and even the soft bluebird.” To counter
the more feminine tones of the dining room, Hammett
incorporated an array of textures with items like the
smooth alabaster lamps with custom pink silk shades
by Regina Andrew, the shell mirror by Made Goods, and
edgier pieces like the trim on the panels and the graphite
animal-print rug. “I love that everything here isn’t
gilded and smooth,” she says of her choices. “I didn’t
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want everything to feel overly opulent. I always like to have
an opposites-attract concept in each room.” The dining room
is now one of the homeowner’s favorite rooms. “The dining
room is my prized piece in the whole home,” she says. “I love to
entertain and host dinners in there. And it’s just so pretty.”
The homeowner could gush on and on about the rest of
what Hammett did in her home. Ultimately, though, she loves
everything about the redesign of her new home and that it’s
not only an elevated, sophisticated style, but it’s also practical
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for her and her two young children. “Everything just flows so
well together from room to room,” she says. Hammett says
this is easily one of her favorite projects, as well. “My client
gave me some parameters, but, ultimately, she let me run with
it, and it’s music to a designer’s ears when clients will let go
some,” Hammett says. “When a client gives you their input but
then trusts you because they know they’re being listened to,
those are always the best spaces. And my relationship with my
client was exactly that.” u

The living room features tufted chairs by
Lee Industries. The grasscloth wallcovering
by Thibaut creates a warm, textured look,
while the draperies by Vervain pull in
pretty apricot, aubergine, and taupe hues.
OPPOSITE: In the dining room, Hammett
painted the doors and the built-in bar in
Pink Shadow by Sherwin-Williams. The
bar cart is by Bungalow 5.
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Rising to the
OCCASION
A. HOKE LTD. HELPS DESIGNERS
TRANSFORM HOUSES INTO HOMES.
WRITTEN BY BRANDY WOODS SNOW

No other time of year can inspire fond memories of home quite
like the holidays. But for many homeowners, the real dream is to
capture the cozy ambiance of the season and impart that into their
home year-round. And nothing can transform a house into a home
more than having every facet of its design reflect the homeowner.
Lauren Hood, owner of Progeny Interiors in Raleigh, understands the need for homeowners to discover their style while
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also blending it seamlessly with the demands of their lifestyle.
“A home should represent what is important to the people who
live there, so we get to know our clients and understand their
priorities upfront. Is it creating a family-friendly area centered
around young children? Entertaining or hosting large gatherings?
Better utilization of space and organization? Or is it all of these
things?” Hood says.

COURTESY OF PROGENY INTERIORS.

Design by Lauren Hood
of Progeny Interiors.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK.

Bathroom and bedroom
design by Ali McPhail of Ali
McPhail Interior Design.

Ali McPhail, owner of Ali McPhail Interior Design in Charlotte,
agrees that a home should reflect its owner. “As a designer, my
primary job is to interpret the client’s needs and taste into reality,
translating function, aesthetics, and budget into an expression of
their personal style,” McPhail says. “I love asking clients about
things they appreciate and gleaning inspiration from that in order
to build a portfolio of fabrics, furniture, and color.”
Creating the design plan and then finding the perfect pieces
to fulfill the client’s needs is no easy task, and Hood and McPhail
appreciate having a resource like A. Hoke Ltd. in their corner. As
a one-stop-shop for designers across the Southeast, A. Hoke’s
broad selection of beautiful furniture, fabrics, wallcoverings, and
decor in comprehensive showrooms in Charlotte and Raleigh,
along with their highly seasoned staff, is a tremendous resource
in bringing designs to fruition. Both designers note that A. Hoke’s
extensive product selection, collaboration on custom furniture,
and value-added services conveniently located under one roof are
key in their own efficient and effective management of projects.
Whether searching for a particular fabric pattern or customizing a
furniture selection, A. Hoke always rises to the occasion.
Hood recently transformed a rarely used room into a
versatile family den, procuring a Lee Industries sofa and chairs
from A. Hoke with performance fabrics that could endure the

“A HOME SHOULD REPRESENT
WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO THE
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE.”
—LAUREN HOOD
wear of three children while also creating a comfy atmosphere.
McPhail recently completed a “pandemic project” primary suite
with A. Hoke’s help, incorporating several wallpapers and fabrics
from Thibaut that featured similar colors and mixed in patterns
and textures to create a gorgeous sanctuary.
“I’ve utilized the entire range of products A. Hoke offers,
and I’ve seen their selection expand over the years,” Hood says.
“Having them as a resource is invaluable to our business.”
“When I think of a place that helps me create gorgeous
and transformative spaces for my clients, I think of
A. Hoke,” McPhail says. “Elaine [Hougham] and the entire
staff are like friends, and being able to count on their great
team is so important.” u

For more information, contact A. HOKE LTD.
at 704-358-0277 or visit AHOKELIMITED.COM.
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Find all you seek and more in the South Carolina Lowcountry.
Visit peacesir.com to begin your journey.

Historic Gem with Stables
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FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

ESSENTIAL
Entertaining
ALLEN TATE REALTORS® TALK IMPORTANCE OF
ENTERTAINMENT SPACES IN THE CURRENT MARKET.
WRITTEN BY BRANDY WOODS SNOW

home could be used and then showcasing that potential. These
are opportunities to elevate the property to the top of the list.”
Allen Tate real estate agent James Webb agrees. “Thoughtfully designed spaces that encourage gatherings allow buyers
to visualize how a space can come to life,” Webb shares. “With
home being more important than ever, buyers want flexible
homes with separate spaces for unwinding off the clock. Great
entertainment spaces are definitely setting some listings apart.”
One trend is gravitation back to formal dining rooms, even
with younger buyers. Though formal dining areas were never out

COURTESY OF THE LEE ANN MILLER TEAM, ALLEN TATE REALTORS.

Potential homebuyers are dreaming of more than a white
Christmas this year. While the holidays inspire thoughts of
gathering at home for traditional dinners and parties, buyers are
focused on all the gatherings they can host in their new home
year-round. Consequently, entertainment spaces have become a
critical consideration in real estate.
“Entertaining spaces are extremely important,” Allen Tate
real estate agent Jeremy Ordan says. “Buyers want to envision
living in a space, so sellers should walk through their home as if
they are in the buyer’s shoes, asking how these spaces in their
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“WITH HOME
BEING MORE
IMPORTANT THAN
EVER, BUYERS
WANT FLEXIBLE
HOMES WITH
SEPARATE SPACES
FOR UNWINDING
OFF THE CLOCK.”
—JAMES WEBB

of style, Webb notes that the pandemic, which allowed homeowners to slow down and gather at the table, inspired renewed
interest in these spaces. He suggests sprucing up a dining room
with fresh paint, furniture, a tasteful fixture, and removing heavy
pieces such as oversize buffets and cabinets to make the space
feel airy and welcoming.
Additionally, Ordan says that flex spaces in a home, including
bonus rooms and formal living rooms, often garner a lot of attention and can be repurposed for larger gatherings and seasonal
decorating. He touts featuring decorative books, fun floor lamps,
accent walls, or a coffee table with games as alternatives to the
traditional sofa and television, creating an area to spend time in
rather than simply pass through.
An open-concept kitchen remains a top priority in the market, with a “less is more” principle of clean countertops, styled
seating, and pops of color to make a bold statement. Refreshing

kitchen cabinets with a bright or earthy paint color can breathe
life into the hardest-working room in the house.
Lastly, outdoor areas offer a tremendous opportunity
to extend the livable square footage of the home as well as
showcase fun gathering spots, such as outdoor kitchens and
rustic firepits.
Webb and Ordan advise buyers and sellers to focus on the
uniqueness of each home and the different opportunities in
each space. “Be bold and focus a buyer’s attention on a potential
use for a gathering space while not being so specific that you
pigeonhole a room,” Ordan says.
After all, the beauty of home buying is that the new owner
can revitalize the beloved space. “I love seeing homebuyers put
their stamp on a home,” Webb says. “I think about homeownership as a relay, with each owner putting their mark on it. It’s fun
watching the complete vision come to life.” u

For more information, contact ALLEN TATE
at 800-210-0321 or visit ALLENTATE.COM.
HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 81

CHRIS BLACK

LUCY BUTLER

CAY CRAIG

CHIP JETTON

KALIE KOIVISTO

HEATHER
MONTGOMERY

LINDSAY
REDFERN

SARA ROCHE

LISA RUPP

KATHRYN
THIGPEN

KAREN WAGNER

HEATHER
WOLKING

Built on a foundation of integrity and trust, Cottingham Chalk has a
long history of serving the Charlotte community. From the beginning,
our focus has been on the people. Now, in our second generation of
leadership, we are a family business more than ever. And when you
hire a Cottingham Chalk broker, you can rest assured that you have
the entire company in your corner.

704. 36 4 .170 0 | COT T I N G H AM C H ALK .CO M

BRING YOUR
VISION TO US
The experts at Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery are here
to help create a home that’s as extraordinary as you are.
Any project, any style, any dream—bring your inspiration to
Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery. Visit build.com/ferguson
to schedule your personalized showroom experience today.

YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM:
CHARLOTTE

©2021 Ferguson Enterprises LLC 1121 3421686

Built-in Freedom® Refrigeration

REAL ESTATE

FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

THE HEART of
the CITY
FOR BRANDON LAWN REAL ESTATE, BUYING AND SELLING IN
CHARLOTTE IS EASY WHEN THERE’S SO MUCH TO LOVE.

Over the last few years, Charlotte has grown from a charming
Southern city into a dynamic metro, quickly becoming one of the
most desirable locations in the country. The beauty of Charlotte
living is that in addition to being a part of a robust and growing
city, there is something for every taste and interest. Homebuyers
looking to relocate here are sure to find exactly what they’re
looking for and more.
Brandon Lawn, owner of Brandon Lawn Real Estate, has more
than two decades of buying and selling real estate, mortgage
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lending, and investing experience throughout the Charlotte
market and says that now, more than ever, is the perfect time for
buyers to find their niche in this thriving area.
“We’ve been fortunate in Charlotte for the last several years.
Major corporations like Truist, Ally Financial, and Honeywell are
expanding and, with that, bringing hundreds of new jobs,” Lawn
says. “Where one decides to live depends on their interests, and
Charlotte offers several great neighborhoods that residents can
tailor to their needs.”

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHAEL BLEVINS/MB PRODUCTIONS NC.

WRITTEN BY BRANDY WOODS SNOW

“CHARLOTTE’S ARRAY
OF NOTEWORTHY
SCHOOLS, COUNTRY
CLUBS, AND DISTINCTIVE
NEIGHBORHOODS
PROVIDES RESIDENTS
WITH A TASTE OF
CLASSIC LUXURY.”

TOP AND MIDDLE: MICHAEL BLEVINS; BOTTOM: JIM REDMOND.

—BRANDON LAWN

Dilworth, South End, and Elizabeth are conveniently
located near shops, parks, and restaurants. Myers Park,
Eastover, and Foxcroft offer the classic tree-lined streets
defining the most coveted areas in the city. “The hot
market makes any Charlotte neighborhood desirable to
buy or sell, which allows for new building and designing
opportunities,” Lawn says.
The strong market and influx of residents moving
to the area create high demand, facilitating an ideal real
estate trend for both buyers and sellers. Brandon Lawn
Real Estate excels at navigating the market and leveraging
industry knowledge to help buyers find the perfect home
and sellers, the highest return on investment. Through
social media, networking, industry connections, past
clients, and holistic real estate knowledge, the BLRE experience delivers an approach making it seamless to buy,
sell, rent, and invest. And with a host of luxury builders,
designers, and architects available locally, homebuyers can
be assured ample access to the utmost in craftsmanship
standards and customization, as well as expert creative
vision to personalize and polish their interior spaces.
“Considering all Charlotte has to offer—job opportunities, professional sports, a growing dining scene,
proximity to mountains and beaches—there are definite
advantages that make the community desirable,” Lawn
says. “Charlotte’s array of noteworthy schools, country
clubs, and distinctive neighborhoods provides residents
with a taste of classic luxury. Our city’s tagline says it all:
Charlotte’s Got a Lot.” u
For more information about BRANDON LAWN REAL ESTATE,
call 704-904-3820 or visit BLREALESTATE.COM.
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2228 Hawkins St., Charlotte, NC 28203
P: 704-344-9955
birddecorativehardware.com

Showroom Hours
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm • Appointments Recommended
Charleston | Bluffton | Charlotte | Wilmington

DESIGN

FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

REMOTE
RENOVATION
KAREN KETTLER DESIGN IMPLEMENTS SUCCESSFUL KITCHEN
RENOVATION VIA LONG-DISTANCE COLLABORATION.

Creating a design plan that marries a client’s needs with
the vision and expertise of the designer is perhaps the most
intensive and integral part of the home design process—a
process undoubtedly made complicated by the inability of both
parties to meet face to face.
In early May 2019, a New Jersey family preparing to relocate
to the Charlotte area approached Karen Kettler, owner of Karen
Kettler Design, about a kitchen renovation in their new Dilworth
home. She knew the job would be both challenging and rewarding.
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“The clients had plans to relocate in August and wanted the
job to be completed by move-in,” Kettler says. “We collaborated
remotely and agreed on a comprehensive kitchen plan that was
ultimately fully implemented shortly after their arrival.”
As the heart of the home and the gathering place for family
and friends, the kitchen needed to provide efficiency and
functionality in a streamlined aesthetic and with a touch of
cozy ambiance to entreat loved ones to sit and enjoy a meal or
some warm conversation.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM SCHMID.

WRITTEN BY BRANDY WOODS SNOW

Kettler notes that the existing space presented some
significant challenges, most notably uneven ceiling heights,
disjointed flow, and awkward door placements. The
adjoining family room, added on by the previous owner,
was built on a slab, and the ceiling heights between the
original construction and the addition did not match.
Kettler eliminated the wall between the family room and
kitchen and installed ceiling beams to open up the space and
minimize the glaring discrepancies.
“The added beams masked the ceiling height variations
between rooms, creating a more seamless flow between
the two,” Kettler says. “New kitchen flooring consisted of
engineered planks, designed to keep a consistent thickness
throughout while also matching existing flooring. It was like
finding a needle in a haystack.”
The improved flow and open concept design allowed for
maximum natural light as well as a more expansive space
for entertaining. Additionally, a powder room was relocated
to expand the clearance for the refrigerator and pantry, and
a vestibule was constructed as a lead-in to the home office,
eliminating a problematic arrangement of doors.
The neutral palette, complete with white cabinetry from
Touchstone Fine Cabinetry and Venatino quartz countertops
from AGM Imports, along with natural wood details in the

“THIS OPEN-CONCEPT
KITCHEN BECAME AN INVITING
PLACE TO SPEND TIME WITH
FAMILY AND FRIENDS.”
—KAREN KETTLER
flooring and open shelving, is evocative of the clean yet
earthy, modern farmhouse. Rustic pendant lighting procured
through J. Landon Decorative Lighting and a white farmhouse
sink round out the look. The stainless Kitchen Aid appliances,
hardware, and fixtures impart a polished, timeless look that
blends seamlessly with the decor for a clutter-free, tidy
space. Leather bar-height stools provide ample seating at the
expansive island and lend the kitchen an industrial vibe.
“Despite all planning being done long distance via email
and conferencing, the finished design was completed in a
timely manner with the successful implementation of the
client’s vision,” Kettler says. “As the hub of the home, this
open-concept kitchen became an inviting place to spend time
with family and friends.” u

For more information, contact KAREN KETTLER DESIGN
at 704-517-8338 or visit KARENKETTLERDESIGN.COM.
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1901 Associates Lane, Ste. M
Charlotte, NC 28217
nancegc.com • 704-910-5613

B L U E H AV E N . C O M
704.889.1300 | 1522 CROSS BEAM DRIVE | CHARLOTTE NC 28217

704-672-5012
4312 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28205
9456 Charlotte Hwy. Suite 208, Indian Land, SC 29707
HUGHESFLOORCOVERING.COM

CONTRIBUTOR | EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN
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MOTION
TO MINGLE
BY SANDI BARNES

KITCHENS HAVE A COMPELLING FORCE THAT
DRAWS FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS TO
GATHER IN ITS SPACE.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MIRANDA REGER.

If visitors are spending time in your kitchen when they could be
in other, more comfortable rooms, then why not bring comfort
into the kitchen? This room can look and feel as welcoming as
your living room.
Our designer, Alli Mohl, along with Julie Kavanagh of JK
Designs, put in motion a plan to create a comfortable and welcoming kitchen for this homeowner. Apart from refreshing the outdated
look, the client’s goal was clear: create a space for visiting family
members to gather with ease. For this to happen, the first step
was to knock down the wall between the kitchen and dining room,
creating an airy, open area that makes it easier to stay connected.

When designing, I like to think of a kitchen as having an entertaining side and a working side. I first gather information from
the homeowners, asking about their stage of life, their family
(both near and far), and who does most of the cooking. These
details help to ensure that the flow of the kitchen is conducive to
their lifestyle. Kitchens these days are not just about cooking and
cleaning. Today’s kitchen is more multifunctional than ever and
needs to have the flexibility for various activities to take place.
The full overlay cabinets are locally manufactured, and
the shaker doors painted in Sherwin-Williams Alabaster
brighten the whole room. Adding some interest and complementing the veining in the countertop is the island, painted in
Sherwin-Williams Agreeable Gray.
Consider incorporating a conversation area with comfortable
furniture, appealing fabrics, and warm lighting. Homeowners are
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“TODAY’S KITCHEN IS MORE
MULTIFUNCTIONAL THAN
EVER AND NEEDS TO HAVE
THE FLEXIBILITY FOR VARIOUS
ACTIVITIES TO TAKE PLACE.”
now installing multiple appliances in locations to better tend to the
needs of visitors and family members. The bar area is positioned for
visitors to help themselves while remaining part of the conversation.
Perhaps you have small children? One of the easiest ways to draw
children into the kitchen is to create a space for them. Stock base
cabinets with after-school snacks and kid-friendly plates or include
an undercounter refrigerator to store drinks for easy access, allowing
your dinner prep to continue without interruption.
Hilary Farr, co-host of Love It or List It, says, “Great kitchens
are a must-have. A place to relax and cook for friends and family.
A gathering place for family of all ages and guests.” Embrace the
reality and implement changes to your kitchen that make it easy
to mingle and hang out. The kitchen may be the heart of the home,
but with a few improvements, it can become a great gathering
space and so much more. u

SANDI BARNES is a senior designer at IMPACT DESIGN RESOURCES. Contact Sandi
at 704-677-5338, visit IMPACTDESIGNRESOURCES.COM, or tour the South End showroom.
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CHARLOTTE CHAPTER

Savvy Giving by DesignTM
is a non-profit
organization whose
mission is to provide
comfort, support, and
healing to families with
a child facing a medical
crisis by transforming the
interior spaces of their
homes at no cost to them.
To become involved in the local Charlotte Chapter, please contact president Wendy Fennell at
bohemianbungalowdesign@gmail.com, call 704-236-3203 or message us on IG @savvygivingbydesignclt

Charlotte

SU BSCRIBE NOW!
bit.ly/CLT_HDD_Subscriptions
advertise: homedesigndecormag.com/advertising

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN HELP AT

SAVVYGIVINGBYDESIGN.ORG

CONTRIBUTOR | ROOM SERVICE
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OPEN TO ALL

WHEN COHESIVE, AN OPEN-CONCEPT ROOM
IS A THING OF BEAUTY. AIRY AND BRIGHT, YOU
HAVE THE SPACE TO MINGLE COMFORTABLY
YET GATHER TOGETHER INTIMATELY.
For this project, my clients wanted a modern look with
unique pieces, and we commissioned a few of my favorite
artisans to create many of them. I started with the color
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palette, which is key in an open-concept design. Using
shades of white, black, gray, and taupe, all the walls, furniture, and rugs spoke to each other at every turn. We layered
in accessories and decorative art with warm, bright tones of
orange, pink, and gold for pops of color here and there for
surprise and to keep the design fun.
The living space features a very modern fireplace flanked
by built-in shelves. The accessories have a similar color

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MEKENZIE LOLI.

BY BETH CONANT-KEIM

“AIRY AND BRIGHT,
YOU HAVE THE
SPACE TO MINGLE
COMFORTABLY
YET GATHER
TOGETHER
INTIMATELY.”

palette and were carefully chosen to be visible from across
the room. As a result, the space is not too busy or cluttered
but more artistic—which is the vibe of the entire home.
The two sofas were chosen very deliberately. Long and low,
they provide a view to the kitchen without obstruction. The
custom length helps fill the space, and the inclusion of two
sofas instead of a sectional keeps the traffic pattern moving.
A large window provides a sweeping view of the backyard, and
on the opposite wall hangs a large custom art piece by Nico
Amortegui with pops of complementary colors.
After designing the dining space, where we added a large
custom dining table by Josh Utsey and a custom sideboard by
Jacob Wolfe, we visited several of my favorite art galleries to
find the perfect piece for this room. We landed on an amazing
encaustic piece by Atlanta-based artist Brenda Rehrig, purchased from Hidell Brooks Gallery.
I loved working with these art-loving clients. While I typically want homeowners to find artwork that speaks to them,
in this case, I was happy to suggest and show pieces I felt
complemented the spaces. Throughout the home is unique
art—each piece created by a different artist using a different
application technique.
Designing and curating this home has been such a fun
journey and the best kind of project. The result is something
truly different and one-of-a-kind, which is always my goal. It’s
what my job is all about. u

BETH CONANT-KEIM is the owner of LUCY AND COMPANY, a full-service interior design firm located at
2108 South Boulevard, Suite 213. For more information, visit LUCYANDCOMPANY.COM or call 704-342-6655.
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SPOTLIGHT
DAMIAN STAMER: AND THEN IT WASN’T
SOCO GALLERY
Through December 22
socogallery.com

A solo exhibition by Durham-based artist Damian Stamer, and then it wasn't
features oil paintings created over the course of the pandemic. In his works,
Stamer attempts to capture the impermanence of both the past and
present. He returns to his childhood landscape, fields littered with crumbling
barns and abandoned buildings, and depicts sites marked by the passage
of time. The new works slip between abstraction and naturalism, stillness and
vibration, solidity and dust. Stamer paints with a playful seriousness as lonely
pines, moldy boxes, and vibrant marks explode across his panels.

IN PROCESS:
MATTHEW
STEELE

This solo exhibition
features new sculptures
and works on paper by
Charlotte-based artist
Matthew Steele. Steele’s
practice hinges on the
inherent connection
between humanity and
the infrastructures we create and
inhabit. The work created stems from
processing the recent loss of his father.
The artist’s vernacular of pieced
walnut sculptures is complemented by
a new series of flattened mechanical
drawings of three-dimensional objects
in space using hundreds of feet of
graphite line on paper. In Steele’s use
of found objects, a discarded and
reworked chandelier is both ceremonious and celebratory. In reckoning
with a new absence, the resulting dimensionality in this exhibition becomes
an homage to omnipresence.
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ISAAC JULIEN:
LINA BO BARDI—
A MARVELLOUS
ENTANGLEMENT
BECHTLER MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
Through February 27
bechtler.org
Isaac Julien: Lina Bo Bardi—A Marvellous Entanglement is Julien’s institutional debut in the
United States. In this exhibition, Julien examines
the legendary Italian-Brazilian architect Lina
Bo Bardi, telling the story of her life and work
through dramatic enactments of her words
and ideas performed amid her most prized
modernist buildings. Julien’s video installation is
the beating heart of the exhibition, enveloping
the viewer and crossing boundaries between
art forms, time, and continents. Conceived as
a multilayered film, the work is projected simultaneously and alternatively on nine screens,
resulting in time losing its chronological feeling.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: ART BY DAMIAN STAMER, COURTESY OF SOCO GALLERY; ART BY ISAAC JULIEN, COURTESY
OF JESSICA SILVERMAN GALLERY; ART BY MATTHEW STEELE, PHOTOGRAPHY BY LYDIA BITTNER-BAIRD.

HODGES TAYLOR
Through December
hodgestaylor.com

HOME DECOR

UPHOLSTERY

200 N. SHARON AMITY

|

ARTWORK

WALLPAPER

CHARLOTTE, NC

COTSWOLDMARKETPLACE.COM

LIGHTING

|

GIFTS

704.365.3331

�

SCENE
SEEN

1) Architect Craig Dixon and interior designer
Bronwyn Ford converse with attendees following
their book talk at Anne Neilson Fine Art Gallery.

�

�
2) Ashley Hotham Cox moderates a conversation with Craig
Dixon, Bronwyn Ford, and Ken Pursley about Pursley Dixon’s
first book Finding Home at Anne Neilson Fine Art Gallery.
3) Ashley Hotham Cox, Craig Dixon, Bronwyn Ford, and Ken
Pursley stand in front of artwork by Stuart Coleman Budd at
Anne Neilson Fine Art Gallery.
4) Tracy Holman and Karol Ann Kreshon of The Designers
Marketplace attend the Savvy Giving by Design event
hosted by Circa Lighting.

�

5) Ashley Hotham Cox, Monet Masters and Tavia Forbes of
Monet Masters, Whitney Ray and Joel Kelly of Wyeth Ray
Interiors, and ADAC general manager Katie Minor in Atlanta
for ADAC’s Get Down to Business series.
6) A panel of judges, including Diane Falvey, Libby
Langdon, Elizabeth Hudson, Caroline Brackett, Ashley
Hotham Cox, Michelle Doherr, and Jane Dagmi, sit down
to discuss Lisa Mende’s winning design for Fairfield Chair’s
virtual design challenge.
7) Libby Langdon, Rashelle Jones, Lisa Mende, and Michelle
Doherr stand in Mende’s winning vignette for Fairfield Chair’s
virtual design challenge during High Point Market.

�

8) Shannon Handley, Amie Neeb, and Wendy Fennell stand
in support of Charlotte’s Savvy Giving by Design during an
evening hosted by Circa Lighting.

�

�

�
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I N T E R I O R
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|
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|
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houseofnomaddesign.com
shophouseofnomad.com
@houseofnomaddesign

@shophouseofnomaddesign

CHARLOTTE

CHARLESTON

1 4 0 5 E A S T B O U L E VA R D
CHARLOT TE, NC 28203

214 KING STREET
CHARLESTON, SC 29401

COX DOOR COMPANY
HOME | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL | SALES | SERVICE

Cox Door is 33 years in the Charlotte market. We stand behind each and every door, install, service and preventative maintenance that we do. With great
craftsmanship comes great responsibility. This is why we also stand behind the quality accessories that are part and parcel of these great doors. We fix, maintain,
source and install any door or part that you need. From coils, to openers, advice of maintenance; call us and we will send our experts in the field to you.
COXDOOR.COM | 704-821-8898 EXT. 213 | PHILCOX@COXDOOR.COM

Creating extraordinary
winespaces with
your wine in mind

Bring unique home with exacting standards
and attention to detail throughout the process.
Set your wine and home apart by expressing
your unique vision.

cavemancellars.com | Jeff@cavemancellars.com | 704-564-9638

THE KITCHEN IS THE HEART OF THE HOME.
We want it to be beautiful. We need it to function extremely well.
A designer must collaborate with an outstanding appliance store to
make function and beauty come together. We at Starr Miller Interior
Design found our friends at Queen City to be the perfect partner.
This newly constructed home was planned to feel like a resort,
with peaceful and serene interiors to support the views.
The rooms surround a beautiful pool, and organic touches
throughout closely engage the interiors and exteriors. The
kitchen forms a perfect gathering point in the home; soft wood
and clean, crisply painted cabinets blend beautifully, adding
drama yet creating a warm and inviting feel.
Details include a huge island that houses the DACOR microwave
drawer, the DACOR dishwasher, and the sink. Knurled pulls
throughout add sparkle and texture, and the chandeliers hint at
resort living through their wavy profile and Abaca rope wrap. The
countertops are quartz, with a dramatic design on the island and
a subtle pattern on the surrounding countertops.
A mix of painted and custom stained cabinetry add detail and
character, and glass cabinets flank the front windows, allowing
the symmetry to define the space. Muntins in the glass cabinetry
are angled to repeat the feel of the waves in the lighting, the
backsplash accent, and other design details throughout the home.
The DACOR range is custom painted to integrate seamlessly
with the surrounding cabinetry, and the custom hood was
designed to add a curve of softness to the space and to bring the
brightened brass features of the range to the hood.
The wall to the left of the windows houses the DACOR 24”
refrigerator column, the DACOR 24” freezer column, an ice
maker, and the hidden door to the pantry. Because the door was
wider than the refrigeration units, a channel cut was added to the
doors to give the two sides a symmetrical appearance.
Because we were showing the BEST of DESIGN options in this
showhouse, it was important for us to choose an innovative,
luxury brand. We loved the Heritage range for its large cooking
surfaces, dual fuel, and uber high and low settings. The hood
needed top-of-the-line ventilations, so the 1200 CFM was a hit.
The refrigerator and freezer columns were sleek and offered
incredible freshness, and the microwave came in a drawer
model for the island.
Queen City helped us marry form and function, and we
ultimately won the National DACOR kitchen design first-place
award for this kitchen. Most importantly, the clients were thrilled.

AVAILABLE AT

VISIT QUEENCITYONLINE.COM
TO LEARN MORE.
6 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM - 7 PM
SUNDAY NOON - 6 PM

Photographer, Phil Goodwin | Builder, Goodwin Classic homes | Landscape, John Byrd
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