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A

picturesque community in
Chatham County, just minutes from the
lower Haw River and Jordan Lake.

Fall 2021 Showcase Home

by Paragon Building Group

To learn more about our
custom homes featuring universal
design elements visit:

RiverstoneEstatesLiving.com
919.926.5563
Personal & Virtual Appointments Available
155 Riverstone Dr, Pittsboro NC
from the $900s to $2 Million

Developed By

FONVILLE MORISEY BAREFOOT

EXTENSIVE SELECTION
OF INDOOR & OUTDOOR LIGHTING

Traditional Composite Decking
Asphalt Pavement
MoistureShield®
with CoolDeck® Technology

CoolDeck Technology

Reduces
Heat by up to

35

%

*

* Compared to conventional capped composites. Tested against a standard cap (MoistureShield Reﬁne) in a similar color.

© 2021 MoistureShield

Your Feet Will Thank You

Enjoy more of your summer outdoors.
MoistureShield with CoolDeck is the only composite decking
designed to beat the heat. GetCoolDeck.com

THE BEST ESCAPE

Catherine Nguyen Photography

...starts with a great home design. From custom home construction to personal
styling, impeccable design should reflect your personality and function.

We love the quote by Dr. Ralf
Speth, “If you think good
design is expensive, you should
look at the cost of bad design.”

Lori Moscato

@casualelegancedesigns

Contact us to see how we can
help with your new
construction, renovation or
styling design needs!
800.906.0047
casualelegancedesignsnc.com
info@casualelegancedesignsnc.com

LUXURY is OUR SPECIALTY

POOLS | POOL HOUSES & CABANAS | STONEWORK | FIREPLACES | WATER FEATURES | LANDSCAPING | OUTDOOR KITCHENS | LIGHTING | IRRIGATION

Bringing

DREAMS
to

reality

For over 30 years

Turn- Key Projects
Landscape Design
Landscape Construction
General Contracting
onslandscape.com
(919) 384 - 1800

NEW SHORE COLLECTION
FOR CABINETS AND DOORS

THINK
RELAXED LUXURY

THINK
CLASSIC BRASS

Our selection of styles, sizes and 37 artisan finishes combined with
our attention to detail will make Classic Brass your first choice.
Available Exclusively
1505 Capital Blvd, Bay 14C
Raleigh, NC 27603
P: 919-833-5580
BirdDecorativeHardware.com
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F ROM T H E E D I TO R

ON THE COVER: Designer MA
Allen collaborates with two
sisters to repair and revamp
their beloved Emerald Isle
family home (page 42).

Lindsay M. Powell
Editor in Chief
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PORTRAIT: ANNA ROUTH; ON THE COVER: ERIN COMERFORD MILLER.
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Even though we know it is coming, the beauty of
spring never fails to take us by surprise as it bursts
into bloom. Just as the season offers up new life
and color, we are delighted to debut our newest
look—one we hope will parallel the bright ideas
blooming in the design world.
Over the past year we have had to adapt,
change, and multitask, and so have our homes. As
pandemic-era living begins to wind down, spring
excitement seems to be at an all-time high. With
sunnier days on the horizon, the renewal begins
again as we welcome the outside in and breathe
new life into our outdoor spaces.
Amid the chaos of the past year, the talented
team at HD&D has remained dedicated to pushing
ourselves to new heights and improving with each
and every issue. We continue to collaborate with
the best local creatives, and, when we do, magic
happens. In step with the energy of the season, we
are putting our best foot forward with our spring
refresh. We know it is sign of great things to come.

ORIENTAL
RUGS

®
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY LISSA GOTWALS.

DWELL

MARKET

SPRING
FORWARD
AS SPRING BLOOMS AND THE
PANDEMIC WANES, IT’S FINALLY TIME TO
THROW OPEN THE DOORS AND GET OUT
INTO THE SUNSHINE. THESE PIECES MAKE
LIFE OUTDOORS WORTH LIVING.
PRODUCED BY ASHLEY HOTHAM COX
WRITTEN BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY

Anyone who has visited Charleston,
South Carolina, can tell you that the
city’s charm oozes from every corner.
Lantern & Scroll bottled that charm
and released it into their newest
lighting line, the Charleston Collection, inspired by the Holy City and
its historic lantern-style lighting illuminating streets and homes since the
1800s. Available in copper, black,
and bronze, the collection offers a
variety of sizes and mounting styles. All
lights can be fitted for gas or electric
and feature a weighty body and
detailed caps. “For our standard-sized
lights, we offer a collection of stunning
accessories that embellish the look of
traditional lanterns,” founder Karen
Good says. “Our full scrolls, top loops,
and wall yokes make a bold statement
and are becoming wildly popular.”
lanternandscroll.com

TALL, DARK &
HANDSOME

Creating moments in your outdoor space can take it to
another level. Adding height and intimacy is a great way
to make a statement, and the Deming Gazebo by Bunny
Williams for Ballard Designs does just that. “Having height in a
garden is important, and this handsome gazebo gives you a
strong vertical element,” Williams says. “It’s almost like creating
another little room, one where you could have lunch or dinner.
Climbing vines would be a charming addition.” Sculpted of
powder-coated aluminum, the gazebo has a dark iron finish
and truss-like corner columns that encourage climbing vines
and lush greenery. ballarddesigns.com

BENCHED

From the Couper Collection but made for outdoor living, the backless
bench from McKinnon and Harris packs a major style punch. Don’t let the
simple Scandinavian design and clean lines fool you—this bench is made to
withstand any element the outdoors can throw at it. Made by fusing heavyduty aluminum parts with extremely high heat, this sturdy backless bench
has a low center of gravity, making it perfect for high-wind locations. The
revolutionary and environmentally friendly Bonderite EC2 Henkel Undercoating Technology ensures this furniture can remain outdoors year-round, even
in the most demanding outdoor environments. mckinnonharris.com
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: COURTESY OF BALLARD DESIGNS; COURTESY OF MCKINNON AND HARRIS; COURTESY OF LANTERN & SCROLL.

SOUTHERN
CHARM

Bringing creative design to life
RALEIGH, NC • 919.852.0570
DESIGNLINESSIGNATURE.COM

PHOTOGRAPHY BY

Brie Williams

MARKET

HUNG

The Evander pendant from Made
Goods takes a classic pendant shape
and makes it universally functional—a
perfect outdoor extension of indoor
style. A bell shape with airy rattan slats
creates a filtered light that highlights
the material’s natural beauty. Hung by
a braided abaca rope, the pendant is
handmade and built to withstand the
elements. Available in four colors.
lamaisonraleigh.com

LIFE’S A BEACH
What’s cozier than sidling up to a fire in your outdoor living
area? This RH travertine fire table not only ups the sophistication
factor of your space, but the ample size ensures everyone feels
warm and cozy. Handcrafted of vein-cut natural travertine on
an aluminum honeycomb core, the table is durable, frost and
heat resistant, and it comes with black lava rocks for a chic and
modern aesthetic. rh.com

RUN HAMMOCK

When the creatives at Lujo Living spotted Mokum’s Tropicalia
fabric at a local restaurant, they were immediately captivated
and inspired to create a limited-edition hammock in the same
design. The piece is a perfect manifestation of Lujo’s primary
purpose-driven concept—designing furniture that inspires people
to pause, even for a moment, and seize moments of tranquility.
Tropicalia fabric is durable, UV stable, bleachable, and fire retardant, while also treated with Teflon Extreme to wick away liquid,
making it easy to wipe away. lujoliving.com
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF MADE GOODS; COURTESY OF JOHN ROBSHAW; COURTESY OF RH; COURTESY OF LUJO NZ.

FIRED UP

Designer John Robshaw is an artist at heart who has translated his
talent into a passion for textile design. While on a trip last year to
Uzbekistan with Indagare, Robshaw visited old friends in Fergana
Valley, the home of suzanis, an embroidered tribal textile whose
name is derived from the Persian word suzan, meaning “needle.”
Robshaw has brought these designs home and created digital
prints of the traditional designs that have been transferred onto
eye-catching beach towels. “These towels are digital prints of the
traditional designs, but I think still have the flavor of the original.”
Now you can take these traditional weaves on vacation with you.
johnrobshaw.com

MONTEREY COLLECTION
Schedule a complimentary virtual design consultation at SummerClassicsHome.com/Triangle
6125 Six Forks Rd. | Raleigh | 919-847-5070

MARKET

SLIM PICKINGS

DREAM
WEAVER

Natural fibers are a natural
choice outdoors, and this
Blithedale coffee table by
Serena & Lily captures the look and
feel of classic rattan but with the wear
and tear of resin furniture. A glass
top makes it highly functional
in a well-used sitting area,
and the swirled base keeps
things interesting and airy. A
resin-over-aluminum frame allows
this table to repel water, resist mildew,
and withstand extreme heat and rain without
fading. serenaandlily.com

LAZE FOR DAYS

Designer Celerie Kemble has teamed with Lane Venture and
One Kings Lane to create a line of outdoor pieces that celebrate timeless style in a romantic feel. The Mimi Chaise in coral is
bright and fun atop a hand-woven resin-over-aluminum frame.
It boasts a UV- and weather-resistant Sunbrella fabric and ample
padding for a comfortable seat. Each piece is hand-finished in
Conover, North Carolina. onekingslane.com
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PRETTY IN PINK

Take your garden luncheon up a notch with these
lovely 100-percent cotton linens from Furbish
Studio. Embroidered with a charming pink palm
tree, these sustainable napkins not only complete
a spring tablescape to die for but also cut down
on waste. The napkins, placemats, and tablecloths are sold individually and add a timeless
touch to any table setting. furbishstudio.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF SANTA BARBARA DESIGNS; COURTESY OF FURBISH STUDIO; COURTESY OF ONE KINGS LANE; COURTESY OF SERENA & LILY.

Inspired by the colorful, eye-catching shade silhouettes that
starred alongside high society in Slim Aarons’ photographs,
the new retro-chic midcentury-modern umbrellas from Santa
Barbara Designs have a new-age twist. With fresh canopy
options in solids, stripes, and all-new Cabana Dots, the Slim
Aarons American Icon Collection borrows from his photographs, including Poolside Gossip, La Concha Beach Club,
and Chateau Saint-Martin. All umbrellas use high-performance,
marine-grade, weather-tested materials and parts to withstand
even the most extreme weather conditions, including
98-percent UV protection. santabarbaradesigns.com

ARCHITECTURE: FRANK SMITH RESIDENTIAL DESIGN. BUILT BY GOODWIN CLASSIC HOMES

2173 HAWKINS ST. UNIT G • CHARLOTTE, NC • 704.819.6972 • ALI@COUTUREKNOTS.COM
@COUTUREKNOT • WWW.COUTUREKNOTS.COM • BY APPOINTMENT TO THE TRADE

S T Y L E | F L E X S PA C E

WORKING
Overtime
DESIGNER KRISTIN THARPE CREATES A NEW MULTITASKING SPACE
IN HER HOME TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF EVERYDAY LIFE.
WRITTEN BY LINDSAY M. POWELL

Stepping inside the home of Kristin Tharpe feels a bit like seeing the
world through the discerning eye of a designer. Every object seems to
have a story behind it, and each is placed with thoughtful consideration. So when the challenges of COVID-19 presented the mother of
two with a need for a flexible space for pandemic-era living, there was
no exception. “Work-life balance has taken on a new meaning over the
past year,” Tharpe says. “We’re all juggling a lot right now, so the idea of
balance is valid, if not imperative.”
Tharpe set out to create an authentic space that was functional
and stylish while meeting her family’s need for flexibility—a place to
manage virtual learning while catching up on emails, as well as one
that would lend a stylish background for Zoom meetings. “To say
it’s a multitasking space is an understatement,” she says. “When not
working you might catch me reading a book or sipping a latte in the
space. We also use it to play board games.”
Tharpe spells out some key design elements to keep in mind when
creating your own multipurpose space.
SPACE

Often considered the foundation, consider the three dimensions
of space: length, width, and height. Use both positive space
(containing objects) and negative space (open and empty) to
create balance.
LIGHT

Light is the means by which we can see our surrounding environment. Natural (sunlight) and artificial (man-made) contribute to
the overall feel of a space.
TEXTURE

Texture can be found in how something feels or looks, and can apply to
many things, including fabrics, flooring, wallcoverings, and more. It can
be perceived to have movement and areas of light and dark.
Used to create perspective or suggest movement, lines (horizontal, vertical, and dynamic) make up the shape or outline of most
everything. They are active in encouraging your eyes to move in a
certain direction. Lines are how the brain perceives space.
26
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ABOVE: Tharpe selected a banquette by Hickory Chair adorned with custom pillows
as the primary seating for her multifunctional space. The East Paces Side Table, also
by Hickory Chair, offers a place for a laptop or coffee, and a sconce by Visual Comfort
illuminates original art by Michalle Session.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
LISSA GOTWALS.

LINE

STEVEN SHELL
LIVING
BORN IN LONDON ENJOYED
AROUND THE WORLD
EST. 1992

“so much more than just a great furniture store”
Raleigh, NC
Cameron Village
2030 Clark Avenue
@stevenshelllivingraleigh
919.803.1033

Mount Pleasant, SC
Moultrie Plaza
640 Coleman Boulevard
@stevenshellliving
843.216.3900

CA SE GO O D S , U P H O L S TER Y , L IG HT I NG, RUGS, ACCE SSO RI E S AND O BJE T S DE VE RT U

S T Y L E | F L E X S PA C E

CREATE
Your SPACE
THARPE SHARES SOME
TIPS AND IDEAS TO HELP
YOU FASHION YOUR OWN
AT-HOME FLEXIBLE SPACE.

“Lately, I've been loving grasscloth
wallcoverings and all the variety
out there. They provide visual
texture and great movement.”
Extra Fine Arrowroot Wallcovering in Mineral /
to the trade / phillipjeffries.com

“I’m currently crushing on the
Linton table from Highland
House. It’s a great form,
and the ribbed detail
around the tabletop is
perfect!”

“Pillows add volume, pattern, and texture to a space. Layering is
an important part of my aesthetic, and having access to different
patterns, colors, and sizes makes a difference.”
Bagha Fabric in Natural / $188 / virginiakraft.com

Linton Breakfast Table / to the trade /
highlandhousefurniture.com

“The quality and performance of fabrics is
pivotal. I prefer one that
doesn’t look or feel like an
indoor-outdoor fabric.”
Piet Performance Linen in Storm /
to the trade / fschumacher.com

“Ensuring a proper balance of
natural and man-made lighting is
essential. You need to adequately
see what you are working on. Light
can also be used to highlight or diffuse a
specific area or piece of art.”
Alice Sconce / $465 / visualcomfort.com

“Art can speak volumes
or be subtle. It’s subjective
and typically personal.
Whatever the piece, it
should evoke meaning.”
Winter Azalea / price upon
request / sarahboytsyoder.com

“I’m clearly a fan of the multitasking banquette. With multiple
size options and details available, it’s a great choice.”
28
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Martine Banquette / to the trade / hickorychair.com

T R E N D | Y E A R - R O U N D R E T R E AT S

INSIDE OUT
A RALEIGH COUPLE TRANSFORMS THEIR
BACKYARD INTO AN EVERYDAY RESPITE.

Unlike the brisk falls and springs in the North, the weather here in the Carolinas
is temperate nearly year-round, save for a handful of winter months when it may
dip below forty degrees. So when designer Kristin Bartone’s clients were ready to
move out of their home of nearly three decades and build a custom home, one of the
biggest priorities was to take advantage of Raleigh’s comfortable climate and create
a sizable outdoor living space. “They love to be at home,” says Bartone of her clients,
who are also longtime family friends. “They wanted this outdoor space to entertain
but also to be a personal respite. They wanted to be able to stay at home but feel like
they’re on vacation, too.”
The plans for their custom home were designed by architect Sophie Piesse, and
the goal was set to create a seamless transition from the indoors to the outdoors.
“The inspiration for this living space was to blur the lines between the interior and
the exterior spaces in the home,” Bartone says. Piesse designed the home so that
the covered outdoor living space off the main living areas was accessed by way of
accordion doors on two sides, making it feel like a continuation of the interior living.
Bartone discusses the other features of this space that make it special.
30
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TOP: The outdoor living space in this Raleigh home was
all about durability and function. Cast-in-place concrete
flooring and cedar paneling weather even the harshest
elements, while accordion and nesting doors create a
seamless indoor-outdoor flow.
BOTTOM: Designer Kristin Bartone teamed up with architect
Sophie Piesse to design their clients’ backyard oasis.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LISSA GOTWALS.

WRITTEN BY BLAKE MILLER

T R E N D | Y E A R - R O U N D R E T R E AT S
TOP: Bartone opted for customizable outdoor sofas with interchangeable backs, arms, and tables for optimum comfort and versatility. All
cushions are swathed in a durable marine-grade leather.
BOTTOM: To maximize every inch of space, Bartone added a trio of
teak chaise lounges with a slim built-in table attached.

THE FLOORS

Bartone chose the cast-in-place concrete flooring because of
its durability but also because of its modern, clean aesthetic.
“We chose to use this flooring in the interior and have it
extend from the main home into the screened porch, creating a
continuous statement,” Bartone says.

including one by local artist Windy O’Connor, are in an
indoor-outdoor performance fabric. The pair of rechargeable
LED lamps are made of a lightweight concrete that stands up to
rain, sun, and the occasional snow.
THE WALLS

To really enhance the day-to-day comfort and the ability to
transform into a versatile entertaining space, Bartone chose
customizable outdoor sofas with interchangeable backs,
arms, and tables “so you can create the ideal environment for
relaxing solo or entertaining friends and family,” she says. The
sofas can easily transform into daybeds, as well.

“We have ghost screens that connect the screen porch to
the outdoor patio and pool deck with a waterfall feature
that enhances the serenity of the space,” Bartone explains.
Accordion and nesting doors connect the screen porch to the
adjacent kitchen for a complete open dining and entertaining
experience. “It’s reminiscent of a vacation home on a tropical
island,” she adds. Piesse also included a skylight to keep the
space bright and airy.

THE MATERIALS

THE ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

With the outdoor living space exposed to the elements
year-round, the materials used for every facet of it had to be
durable and weather resistant. The interchangeable furniture
is swathed in a marine-grade leather, while the throw pillows,

To tie everything together, Piesse added the same cedar
paneling found on the facade of the home to the ceiling of the
outdoor living space. u

THE FURNITURE
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PA L E T T E
The Kipling Suite at Brown’s Hotel
in London features hand-painted
Lewis & Wood wallpaper.

FRESH
FERN
TURNING OVER A
NEW LEAF IN STYLE.
PRODUCED BY ASHLEY HOTHAM COX
WRITTEN BY CHRISTINA SPRATT SPENCER

�

The spa-like serenity of this
nearly-a-neutral hue tethers a
tranquil tie to nature. A relaxingly
restorative balance of lush and lively,
this soothing tone evokes a nurturing
calmness and a renewing retreat for the
senses. Verdantly variant and versatile
in its array of leaflike undertones from
sophisticatedly soft and silvery to rich
foliage of pistachio, olive notes, and
even hinted highlights of chartreuse,
it harmoniously pairs with a range of
greens from mint to juniper. Becoming
a breezy breath with atmospheric blues
and classically collected with creamy
ivory and cotton with contrasts of
warm greige and deep charcoal, fern
green maintains a centered composure
while, across the color wheel, a pop of
persimmon or blush or an analogous
tinge of ochre sings like springtime.
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INTERIORS: COURTESY OF ROCCO FORTE HOTELS.

1. Fisher Weisman Rope Crown Lantern in Custom
Green Sisal / $2,704 / fisherweisman.com
2. Morris & Co. Honeysuckle in Chocolate / to the
trade / sandersondesigngroup.com
3. Dash & Albert Jute Woven Sprout Rug /
$12–$1,670 / annieselke.com
4. Carrière Frères Ginger Diffuser / $74 /
carrierefreres.com
5. Highland House Dar Swivel Chair in Green
Velvet / to the trade / ahokelimited.com
6. Matouk Lowell Duvet Cover in Grass / $698 /
shopquintessentials.com

�

DE SIGN BOARD

�

When fashioning her signature timeless spaces, interior
designer Jenn Frost couples functionality with creativity.
“Maintaining a welcoming and functional atmosphere is
always at the forefront of any project,” she says. Her work
often features clean, modern lines accentuated by sophisticated selections mixed with a bit of influence from her
travels abroad.
“I love thinking outside of the box and syncing with the
client’s vision,” Frost explains. To establish where she and
her clients want the project to go based on that vision, she
believes that clear communication is essential. “Gathering as
much information from my client on the preferred aesthetics
and style is a given, but understanding a day in the life of each
client requires digging a bit deeper to ensure each design
choice affords functionality, usability, and comfort.”
Designing whimsical children’s spaces—ones that can
adapt as the child grows—is an area in which Frost thrives.
“They are fun opportunities to engage in youthful themes
and playful color palettes,” she says. “Bringing some enchantment to a little one’s world by tailoring their room
with their favorite colors and characters is very rewarding.”

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Delilah Table Lamp / $396 / burkedecor.com
Lil Pyar Modern Grey Airplane Pillow / $20 / kathykuo.com
Waves Wallcovering / to the trade / fschumacher.com
To the Moon and Back Pillow / $100 / sugarbooandco.com
Fuzz Fabric / to the trade / fschumacher.com
Cooper Leather Stool / $598 / serenaandlily.com
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PORTRAIT: SMITH HARDY; ROOM IMAGE: DUSTIN PECK.

JENN
Frost

©2021 Ferguson Enterprises LLC 0321 2030998

MAKE
THE MOST
OF HOME

36" PRO Freezer
with Glass Door with
remote monitoring

YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM: RALEIGH

Shop online or schedule a personalized appointment from the
comfort of your home today at fergusonshowrooms.com.

FIELD TRIP

CHARLESTON
CHIC

Emeline Hotel

THE CITY’S NEWEST ADDITIONS IN HOTELS
AND RESTAURANTS MAKE FOR THE
PERFECT SPRING GETAWAY.
WRITTEN BY BLAKE MILLER

Tempest

Seabrook Island

COASTAL CALM
If the “urban” vibe of downtown Charleston isn’t quite the getaway you’re looking for,
head instead to nearby Seabrook Island. While the look of Seabrook is similar to Kiawah,
the vibe is a tad more casual. There are plenty of private homes to rent, not to mention
smaller townhomes, villas, and condos available through Seabrook Island Club and
Seabrook Island Real Estate. The newly renovated oceanfront pool at the Seabrook Island
Beach Club makes beach life even easier with the adjacent Pelican’s Nest or Osprey Café
for quick bites to eat, while the two pools provide respite from the hot, sandy beach
nearby. Off the sand and surf, Seabrook Island Equestrian offers guided trail rides through
the quiet woodland, marsh, and coastal areas. These small group tours are a great way to
see the oft-missed parts of the island.
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In a city like Charleston, hotels are as abundant as churches. So when
Emeline opened its doors last July, one might’ve brushed it off as just
another hotel. And yet, it’s not. Unlike larger accommodations, Emeline
feels intimate and inviting. Much of that timeless vibe stems directly from
its classic interiors, which feature a stylish, updated midcentury-modern
aesthetic with a dose of Southern charm.
Each of the 212 rooms—many of which are suites with timeless
midcentury-modern furnishings and decor—feature bespoke embroidered Matouk linens, Red Flower toiletries, and a Crosley turntable with
vinyl records to listen to while sipping an old fashioned. Drinks are a must
at Emeline’s onsite restaurant Frannie & the Fox, which is abuzz at happy
hour with stylish locals and visitors alike. Charleston is a foodie town,
and nearby Tempest does not disappoint. Named best new restaurant in
January by USA Today’s reader poll, Tempest easily lives up to its title with
a menu chock-full of the freshest seafood, often coming straight from the
Carolina coast. (The monkfish liver mousse with seasonal compote on
buttery brioche is a necessary order, as are the umami tuna bombs, which
have inadvertently become one of Tempest’s most popular items.)
Afterward, stroll the Battery and end the day with a nightcap on the
patio of Frannie & the Fox, where the glow of an oversized fireplace serves
as the perfect backdrop—and bookend—to the evening.

From that first cup of coffee in the morning to the last
show you watch before bed, through family gatherings,
neighborhood parties, evenings with friends, and movie
nights with the kids, your family room is a big part of life.
Shouldn’t your sofa, chaise, chairs, and ottomans be ready
to take what life dishes out? We think so. That’s why we created a unique slipcover that’s so easy to slip off and on that
it’s a breeze to keep clean – and can even change with your
mood, the seasons, your new style, or any reason you’d like.

SINCE 1939 • INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE

North Raleigh: 5640 Capital Boulevard • 919-954-0025 • Monday through Saturday 10 - 5 • Closed Sunday
Visit our website www.waysidefurniturehouse.com

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIN COMERFORD MILLER.

INTERIORS

The vintage wishbone dining chairs
received a quick makeover with a coat of
pink lacquer. “Custom lacquer is a great
way to tailor a vintage item to fit the
design,” Allen says. She coupled the vintage
dining table with a rattan banquette and a
chandelier, both by Selamat.
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EMERALD
BEAUTY
WITH THE HELP OF DESIGNER MA ALLEN, TWO
SISTERS REVAMP THEIR CHILDHOOD BEACH HOUSE
WITH BOLD DOSES OF COLOR AND PATTERN.

TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | INTERIOR DESIGN BY MA ALLEN AND MARGARET RICHARDS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIN COMERFORD MILLER

I

IN THE FALL OF 2018, HURRICANE FLORENCE RIPPED UP AND DOWN THE CAROLINA
coast, dropping rain and wind for days onto the ravaged beaches and dunes. “The roof of our
beach house was literally ripped off, and it just rained into the home,” Emily Hodges says. “The
only thing that wasn’t struck by Florence was the kitchen.”
And so Hodges and her sister, Allison Westmoreland, were faced with a decision: Do they tear
down their family beach home that their late parents had left to them, or do they renovate the
existing structure and give it a complete overhaul? The sisters opted for the latter, and enlisted
designer MA Allen and her associate, Margaret Richards, to help rebuild their beloved family
home on Emerald Isle, North Carolina.
Having previously worked on both sisters’ Raleigh homes, Allen and Richards knew their
clients’ styles and personalities well. “With MA’s history with each of us, she knew where our
flex points are, the things we like and don’t like,” Hodges explains. “Both Emily and Allison are
fashion-forward and stylish and open-minded when it comes to bold choices in interior design,”
Allen says. “A love of color is definitely a consistency between the two, as well as a love of
patterns and layers of details.”
Beyond those details, Allen also knew that the sisters wanted the home to feel coastal but
not kitschy. “The original home that our parents had decorated was most definitely over-the-top
coastal,” laughs Westmoreland of the classic nautical decor, pale-blue walls, rattan furniture,
and all-white cabinetry. In tune with her clients’ personal styles, Allen also intuitively knew the
sisters “wanted a mix of high and low, and balanced color and patterns throughout each space.”
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ABOVE: To infuse color and pattern into
the outdoor living space, Allen added
painted turquoise metal chairs, a striped
multicolor throw, and a teak dining table.
The colors pull in the array of pastelcolored beach homes that are so plentiful
on Emerald Isle.
OPPOSITE: The sisters’ family boasts a
handful of artists, including their late
father and great-grandmother. The
artwork above the raspberry chair is by
their great-grandmother and depicts
their family’s Nags Head beach cottage.
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Emily’s love of pattern inspired Allen to
choose the dramatic Matthew Williamson
for Osborne & Little wallpaper for the
master suite. Artwork above the bed
is by Windy O’Connor. Lamps are by
Robert Abbey and the ready-made
coverlet is by Peacock Alley with custom
shams featuring a John Robshaw print.
OPPOSITE: Allen scooped up this
chest by Noir to give the feel of natural
driftwood and to double as a bar in the
living room space. The adjacent daybed
serves as a great place to curl up after a
casual beach day.
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Color was a driving force in Allen’s design scheme. She began
with using a strong marine teal to repaint the kitchen cabinetry as
well as the trim detail and crown molding throughout the living
area. That design thread laid the foundation for the downstairs
living space, which is layered with bold doses of color and pattern.
Allen added a fresh coat of pink lacquer to the vintage wishbone
dining chairs, and included custom throw pillows by China Seas
and Martyn Lawrence Bullard for Kravet, Clarence House, and
Designers Guild with Osborne & Little trim detail.
Upstairs, Allen created stunning escapes for each sister,
using their personal style as the compass for her design
choices. “MA knew I liked color and she knew my sister loved
mixing patterns,” Allison says. “She worked with both of us
to create a look that we both like. So our rooms are different,
but they completely flow together.” Emily’s love of pattern
led Allen to choose the dramatic Matthew Williamson for
Osborne & Little wallpaper as the foundation for her master
suite. “Emily is so fashion-forward and on-trend that having
a wallcovering by fashion designer Matthew Williamson in
the room was just too perfect,” Allen says. Original artwork
is by Windy O’Connor, lamps are by Robert Abbey, and the
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ready-made coverlet by Peacock Alley with custom shams
features a John Robshaw print.
Across the way, Allison’s equally stylish and sophisticated
room is a touch more traditional and tailored. The Jane
Churchill for Cowtan & Tout fabric Allen used on both
the headboard and the window treatments served as the
springboard for the room’s overall design. “Her room was
really driven by function because she needed somewhere to
put on makeup, so the vintage desk doubles as a vanity and a
bedside table to optimize its function,” Allen says. The custom
shams are by Schumacher and the artwork is by Slim Aarons.
The beach cottage also needed to double as an adults-only
getaway and a family-friendly vacation spot, so the one-time
master bedroom was transformed into a kids’ retreat for the

ABOVE: A bold and bright shower curtain from Urban Outfitters is the standout
in the Jack-and-Jill bathroom on the top floor of the home. A whimsical lantern
sconce by Mitzi and a classic chrome faucet by Mirabelle complete the look.
OPPOSITE: Allison’s bedroom features a more tailored, modern take on traditional
Southern design with the use of Jane Churchill for Cowtan & Tout fabric on both the
headboard and the window treatments. Custom shams by Schumacher coupled with
artwork by Slim Aarons evoke a midcentury-modern Palm Beach vibe and balance the
traditional lines of the bed and bed skirt.
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sisters’ combined four children and friends. Allen maximized
the room’s square footage with the addition of a pair of rattan
headboards by Kenian, which the designer custom painted in a
canary yellow. Allen also painted the window trim a coral hue
to tie in with the whimsical color palette of the Peacock Alley
bed linens and the custom pillows by Jim Thompson Studio B
with Samuel & Sons cording.
Elsewhere in the home, Allen infused her signature coupling
of sophisticated patterns and color, resulting in a laid-back
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beach cottage for adults and families alike. The designer’s ability
to mix and match high-end and low-end, and vintage with
modern also kept the project aligned with the sisters’ vision of
updating their family beach home affordably. The design in each
space “represents a good equilibrium throughout—a mix of
high and low, balanced colors and patterns, something old and
something new in each space,” Allen says. “I love that we were
able to give an old house with so many memories a new look
without losing any of its precious nostalgia.”

Emily and Allison are elated with how Allen brought
to fruition their vision of a stylish but comfortable family
beach home. “It’s comfy and functional, and, aesthetically,
it just feels good to be in this home,” Emily says. “Designwise, MA knows the areas where she can push us to do
things that we may not have thought of. But we respect her
aesthetic and judgment, and we’ve been so pleased with
those things she’s pushed us on. She has a great eye for the
finished product.” u

ABOVE: The one-time master suite was transformed into a kids’ hideaway. Allen
outfitted the room with a pair of streamlined rattan headboards by Kenian,
which she custom painted in a canary yellow. The beds are topped with Peacock
Alley bed linens and custom pillows by Jim Thompson Studio B with Samuel &
Sons cording. Artwork is by Soicher Marin.
OPPOSITE: The guest bathroom’s design was founded on the playful fishpattern wallpaper by Lulie Wallace. Allen complemented the print with bronze
hardware by Colonial Bronze and a Delta faucet, both of which add modernity
and warmth to the space.
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What’s a beach home without a
beautiful porch? Dining al fresco
at the beach is taken up a notch
with a custom bench and table
made by Attitude Furnishings.
The chairs are from Sika.
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A MATTER
of TRUST
DESIGNER LINDSEY CHEEK STYLES A SECOND
HOME IN CAROLINA BEACH FOR A SPECIAL
FAMILY, FROM PALETTE TO PAPER TOWELS.

TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY | INTERIOR DESIGN BY GATHERED | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANDREW SHERMAN

W

WHEN DURHAM RESIDENTS JEFF AND AMY OUTLAW
began looking for a vacation home in Carolina Beach, their visions
were simple. Amy’s sister had a condo there already, so the couple
considered buying the other half of the duplex and making it their
own. But, as most real estate ventures tend to go, the process
unfolded in a broader fashion, and after considering several
different options, they settled on a newly cleared lot where they
could build their own custom beach house. Luckily, it was just in
front of Amy’s sister’s place, and that made it even more appealing
as a gathering place for both families.
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The Outlaws researched several builders in Carolina Beach
and fell in love with The Pioneer Group, who not only build on
the island, but also live there. As groundbreaking began, the
couple was back at home in Durham getting excited about their
new residence going up at the beach. Amy began picking up
things for the home on various shopping trips, and after about
the fourth trip, Jeff decided they needed a local designer to
take the reigns.
“After I saw my wife lugging things up to the attic for
safekeeping while the home was being built, I knew that in a

TOP: At the bar, blue-green cabinetry matches the kitchen, and sconces from
Visual Comfort heighten the eye and the ambiance. A vintage Turkish rug adds
a pop of color underfoot.
BOTTOM: This powder room stuns with Kelly Wearstler wallcovering paired
with deep-blue board-and-batten walls. An overhead light by Visual Comfort
adds the perfect touch.
OPPOSITE: The modern kitchen packs a punch of color with blue-green
cabinetry and open shelves. Pendants from Ro Sham Beaux make a statement,
while bar stools from Palecek, covered with Kravet fabrics, are the perfect
complements.
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BELOW: In one of the two master bathrooms, black-and-white reigns supreme with blue cabinets and natural touches. Tile from Sellers Tile is bold, while a
bathmat from Urban Outfitters gives a command.
OPPOSITE: A pair of Highland House chairs covered in Lindsay Cowles fabric sits pretty at the foot of the bed. Side tables and a chandelier from Made Goods
round out the space, while the bed from Tritter Feefer takes center stage.

year I would be lugging it back down and over to the beach,” Jeff
Outlaw recalls. “So I floated the idea of having someone help
design the house locally.” When they asked their contractor at
The Pioneer Group for a suggestion, they quickly recommended
Lindsey Cheek at Gathered. “As soon as we looked into
Gathered’s portfolio, we were smitten, and then we met Lindsey
and it was clear that we wanted them to handle everything from
the towels to the hand soap.”
“We hit it off with the Outlaws right away,” Cheek recalls.
“They came to the studio and went over the house plans, and after
some discussion, we knew it would be a wonderful project. When
the homeowner says, ‘I don’t care what it looks like, I just want it
to be awesome,’ you know you are in for an incredible project!”
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With three older children and an English bulldog, the family’s
needs were obvious—spaces that were comfortable and ideal for
entertaining, and pet-friendly while also being stylish. “This being
a vacation home, we were really conscious of making it completely
different from our primary residence,” Outlaw says. “We wanted
to get into vacation mode the minute we turned the corner and
saw our house at the beach.”
Extraordinarily, the Outlaws didn’t see the project between
roughing-in and design install. Family members came by to check
on the progress for them, but the family planned to be entirely
surprised with their first visit upon completion. “It sounds crazy,
but it was so fun at the same time,” Cheek says. “I had a lot of inner
turmoil because often the tweaking of the design with a client can

create better versions of the space. That wasn’t present here, so I
was constantly grappling with the freedom to create and the hope
that they loved it. But, getting to reveal the home to them for the first
time was truly one of the best moments of my career to date. It was
emotional and rewarding beyond measure.”
Outlaw adds, “Yeah, in the beginning, we felt like we were driving
ourselves crazy by checking on it every so often because you can never
see all the behind-the-scenes progress. So we decided that the last
five months we would just turn everything over to the professionals
and look forward to a complete surprise reveal. And I would highly
recommend it to anyone building a house with people they love and
trust.” Outlaw admits that the fellowship and celebration on reveal
day was something that really stuck with his family.

Beyond their request to use shades of green—Amy’s favorite
color—in the design, the Outlaws put the design in Gathered’s
hands. One thing was implied the whole time, however. “We
really wanted to avoid that boxed-in feel of typical beach
houses with predictable decor, tight walls, and a ninety-degree
staircase,” Outlaw says. “So the only request we really had was
to have an open staircase and an overall asymmetrical feel to
the layout that was different from everything else around it. And
awesome design, of course.”
Though there is an easy way about the coastal feel of the
home, the beachy feel is anything but overt. White walls give way
to bright colors used in strategic ways, from cabinets and tile to
wallpaper and draperies. Natural textures lead the way when it
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comes to providing the waterside feel, with warm wood beams, natural wood pieces, and
bamboo and natural fiber accessories. Modern touches like the bottle-cap artwork of their
English bulldog Harper in the third-floor landing created an authentic space with truly
unique character, which the Outlaws had hoped for. To warm the space even more, Amy’s
sisters delivered about 150 family photos to Cheek to sift through for use as framed photos
throughout the home.
But the room that may be everyone’s favorite lays poolside in an indoor-outdoor hybrid
that serves as both a lounge area and an extra bedroom and bathroom when needed. “I
think this is the most used room,” Cheek says. “It’s so multifunctional with the ping-pong
table that doubles as a dining table and a Murphy bed that folds out from the wall for
sleeping. It’s bright and fun.” Outlaw adds that the light fixtures are some of the more fun
pieces of the home. “They are so on point and unique.”
Cheek agrees that she really tries to use local businesses and small-batch design houses
like Sawkille for furniture. “That’s the stuff everyone loves, and can really make a project
unique and not cookie-cutter.” u

ABOVE: Custom cabinets by Brandon Parrow
Cabinetmakers create a sophisticated feel in this
soothing guest bathroom. A single light from
Cedar & Moss hangs above, and an oyster-shell
mirror from Made Goods makes an impression.
OPPOSITE: The bamboo bed from Selamat in
this girl’s room steals the show. Lamps from
Arteriors bring in a complementary color
perched atop side tables from Phillips Scott. A
chandelier, also from Selamat, weaves in the
natural textures that tie the home together.
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TOP: Custom art by Molly B.
Wright is made from bottle
caps and showcases the
family dog, Harper. A Noir
console serves as storage,
and a mirror from Made
Goods provides one last look
on the way down the hall.
BOTTOM & OPPOSITE:
By the pool, the rec room
opens for an indoor-outdoor
feel, pulling double duty
as another guest room,
complete with a hidden
Murphy bed for extra
sleeping. A ping-pong table
has been customized by
Forged Custom Concepts
to double as a dinner table.
Green-checked Schumacher
fabric packs a punch in this
fun room.
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The Art of

BLENDING
A MASH-UP OF CLEAN, MODERN LINES
AND SOFT TRADITIONAL TOUCHES
CREATES A HOME WITH AN EDGE.
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TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY | INTERIOR DESIGN BY DESIGNS BY TULA
BY LISSA GOTWALS AND CAT NGUYEN
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The simple black-and-white palette in the
den offers a modern and relaxed place for
the homeowners to prop up their feet. The
sofa and ottoman are from Kravet, with the
ottoman covered in a punchy James Hare
fabric. The credenza is a true black, painted
in Tricorn Black from Sherwin-Williams.
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DESIGNER TULA SUMMERFORD’S CLIENTS WERE NOT
the most typical, as they had already lived in their home
for a decade and had gone through different iterations with
designers along the way. But when the homeowners saw her
work in the Raleigh Design Showhouse, and then once more
in a neighbor’s beautiful home reveal, they were confident
that she would be the ideal partner to bring a final sense of
cohesiveness and completeness to their home.
The couple had spent two years looking for a residence—
casting a net in the 2008 housing crisis made it an arduous
journey. Finally, however, they landed in the right place at
the right time when they viewed a home just after a contract
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on it had fallen through. “When we looked at it, we loved
the house through and through,” the homeowner recalls.
“Everything from the unique front door to the private
courtyard and fountain, the open family and kitchen area to
the expansive back yard. We fell in love.”
Ten years later, post toddlerhood, post puppyhood, the
homeowners were ready to bring everything together in a
combination of modernity mixed with traditional. In addition,
they needed someone who could work with them from the
ground up on a contemporary pool house and landscaping
design in the backyard. Having seen Summerford’s work, they
knew she could execute it with precision.

BELOW: A Regina Andrew black leather couch is bold and classic in the office. Wood-paneled walls give a
masculine and sophisticated feel, while a timeless vintage wooden desk anchors the room. Artwork from
Scott Ewen adds dimension.
OPPOSITE: In the formal living room, the piano takes center stage; the gold wallpaper by Designers Guild,
however, is best supporting actor. A table from Hickory White in each corner offers a pretty perch for seats
or drinks, and drapery fabric from Kravet is light and airy. A vintage coffee table is the perfect complement
to the room.

“This project went really smoothly because the home was
already in excellent condition; it just needed to be warmed
up and brought together,” Summerford says. “And the
addition of the pool house was a fun bonus.”
Summerford began designing a new dining room, and
everything flowed from there. Though the clients proclaim
they like to play it safe, the group easily agreed that an
overall monochromatic feel of grays, black, and white could
be highlighted with textural layers and patterned fabrics. A
papered ceiling in the dining room dials up the edge when
suspended above a black lacquered table and black chairs
with silver fabric, for example.

And so it went. Fabrics and wallpapers were used
strategically to repurpose pieces and rooms as the design
progressed, combining old and new elements, like Lucite with
velvet, trims with lacquers. “We love the way it’s transformed
and improved our home,” the homeowner says. “By the time
quarantine kicked in, we were thrilled to be ‘stuck’ in these
new and beautiful rooms in our home.”
In the living room, a favorite of the family, two neutral
sofas are casual and comfortable, yet dressed up when
surrounded by wallcoverings in a gold-toned pattern.
“The light is always inviting in this room,” the homeowner
says. “And I’m surrounded by objects I love: the baby
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grand piano—a Valentine’s Day gift
from my husband—the beautiful
pastel portraits of our children,
and a commissioned painting of
the Tchefuncte River, which I grew
up on in Louisiana.” The vintage
chandelier that takes center stage
was relocated from the foyer and
finds an even better home in the
living room.
The master bedroom is a
contemporary white-on-white design
for maximum reflectivity, a perfect
opportunity for the adjoining pool
and pool house to segue into the
home. Double doors in the bedroom
open up to the pool patio and house,
the only entry point, making this
room a room of requirement; a
stunning one. “This room is calm in
the chaos,” Summerford says.
“The pool house is extraordinary,”
she continues. “The clients were open
and flexible, and the result is a sharp Art
Deco look that flows beautifully from
the house to the outdoors.”
The black-and-white space is
bright and dramatic at once, with a
small kitchenette for convenience and
lounging couches for in-between swims.
The yard has come a long way from the
time of purchase and is now a haven
that gives the family a backyard getaway
in the midst of a pandemic.
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TOP: The master bedroom provides a smooth transition into the
outdoor living space. Light and bright, layers of creams and white
abound, with a vintage headboard covered in cream Kravet leather
and vintage ottomans covered in Jane Churchill fabric.
BOTTOM: A tone-on-tone kitchen makes for clean lines and modern
design, while a shade made with Kravet Couture fabric adds interest.
Large pendants from RH loom large over the kitchen island.
OPPOSITE: Guests are welcomed into the home with a marble tile
floor from Triangle Tile & Stone. A peek into the dining room reveals
a wallpaper-covered ceiling and wallpaper panels, both from Romo.
A lacquered dining table and chairs, treated by Steins, add drama.
Bold gray curtains made with Kravet fabric complete the moody
dining room.
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Carolina Custom Pools and Landscape created a heavenly outdoor escape for this family. The sleek, modern
black canopy on the house is from The Dize Company, and poolside chairs just beckon a lazy day. The side
table is by Fuller Architectural Panels. OPPOSITE TOP: In the pool-house kitchen, tile on the walls from
Triangle Tile & Stone keeps things easy to clean, while countertops from ROCKin’teriors offer a beautiful
contrast. Gold faucets from Bird Decorative Hardware & Bath make a statement, as do gold fixtures from
Luxe. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: The pool house was built by Young Homes and is a perfect complement to the
main house and surrounding gardens and landscape done by Lassiter Mill Gardens. Doors by Clark Hall
Doors throw open wide to create an indoor-outdoor feel to the lounging area. The black-and-white palette
maintains the classic modernity the homeowners were looking for.
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“When we bought the house, we
uncovered so much of the backyard we’d
not seen when we looked at it initially,”
the homeowner explains. “In addition to
a few hidden gems found in the ‘natural
area,’ the courtyard had an overgrown
garden with a contemporary-style bench
made of thick shiny granite that sat on
two rocks under a towering arbor. In
its place, we’ve added a fireplace that
integrates seamlessly into the courtyard
wall, and we have filled part of the garden
with flagstone for additional seating.” They
also removed twenty-two Leyland cypress
trees to open up the space and brighten the
overall area by the pool and gardens.
“If a room, or, in this case, a home,
is done well inside and out, it will stand
the test of time,” Summerford says. “An
organic space grounded in tradition will
always be beautiful.” u

HOMEDESIGNDECORMAG.COM 69

I M A G I N E YO U R H O M E,

TOTA L LY O R G A N I Z E D

Closets
by Design

CUSTOM CLOSETS

l GARAGE CABINETS l HOME OFFICES l PANTRIES l LAUNDRY l HOBBY ROOMS
12 MONTH FINANCING
WITH APPROVED CREDIT. CALL OR ASK YOUR DESIGNER FOR DETAILS. NOT AVAILABLE IN ALL AREAS.

40% PLUS FREE INSTALLATION*
C A L L FO R A F R E E I N - H O M E D E S I G N CO N S U LTAT I O N A N D E ST I M AT E

c lo s ets by d e s i g n . c o m

9 1 9 - 6 70 - 29 9 0

*40% o� any order of $1500 or more, or 30% o� any order of $750 or more. Not valid with any other o� er.
Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more. With incoming order, at time of purchase only.
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RESOURCES

DESIGN

FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

ART for a NEW
GENERATION
ARTSOURCE INTRODUCES FINE ART TO THE NEXT
GENERATION OF HOMEOWNERS.
WRITTEN BY DANA W. TODD

Contact ARTSOURCE at 919-787-9533
or ARTSOURCEFINEART.COM.
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“WE HAVE INFUSED THE
GALLERY WITH EXCITEMENT BY
HIRING THE NEXT GENERATION
OF YOUNGER WOMEN TO
STAFF AND LEAD ARTSOURCE.”
—SHARON THARRINGTON

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF ARTSOURCE.

ArtSource Fine Art is celebrating thirty-one years as a
female-owned business by rebranding the gallery. Owners
Sharon Tharrington and Nancy McClure are energizing the
gallery by adding emerging artists and new displays focused
on younger collectors.
“Many of our past collectors are aging and now focused
on downsizing,” Tharrington says. “We have infused the
gallery with excitement by hiring the next generation of
younger women to staff and lead ArtSource. They are
changing displays to gear them toward younger couples who
are just starting to explore fine art and decorate their newly
purchased homes.”
In addition to a fresh look that includes a new logo,
ArtSource is reworking its framing area, which is a popular
part of its business. A staff professional customizes frames
for new purchases and existing artwork that customers want
to revamp. “We have the most extensive collection of frames
in the area,” Tharrington says.
She encourages customers to rely on the staff’s thirtyplus years of experience matching homeowners and artists
to create the perfect relationship for artwork development.
“Our experience with collaboration and advice on sizing,
colors, and other details help homeowners work with artists
to create a custom piece personalized to their homes.”
ArtSource’s salon setting makes browsing comfortable in
a 5,000-square-foot gallery that is naturally COVID-friendly.
Gallery shopping is like a treasure hunt, with something new
to discover around every corner. Alternatively, customers
may preview the entire collection online or make an appointment for a private gallery viewing. u

at Raleigh’s North Hills

|

919.896.6630

|

info@beyondblueinteriors.com
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Weatherproof
WONDER
ENJOY OUTDOOR CABINETRY WITH
THE LUXE LOOK OF INTERIOR FINISHES.
WRITTEN BY DANA W. TODD

that lasts the lifetime of a home. Finding a quality cabinet
manufacturer to stand behind outdoor products that can
hold up to weather stresses is important. Couple that with an
experienced outdoor kitchen designer, and a homeowner has a
winning combination.”
Two of Kruskamp’s recent outdoor cabinetry projects have made
local homeowners happy and ready to entertain safely outdoors.
The first was for a homeowner in the Morehead Hill neighborhood
in Durham, where a local contracting company designed an outdoor
living area. The contractor hired Kitchen & Bath Galleries to install

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BOB FORTNER.

Nationwide, many people have moved to outdoor entertaining in
the age of COVID-19. In Raleigh, we are fortunate to have yearround temperate weather, so outdoor entertaining is always on the
radar screen as an appealing way to socialize with friends and family.
“Since outdoor entertaining is such a large part of our
lives, investing in an outdoor kitchen and dining space makes
sense,” says Kim Kruskamp, senior designer at Kitchen & Bath
Galleries. “Outdoor-grade cabinetry is a major consideration in
designing an entertainment space. Although outdoor cabinets
are more expensive than interior ones, they are an investment
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“SINCE OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING IS SUCH A LARGE PART
OF OUR LIVES, INVESTING IN AN OUTDOOR KITCHEN AND
DINING SPACE MAKES SENSE.”
—KIM KRUSKAMP
the outdoor cabinetry due to the company’s
stellar reputation in the area.
The homeowner chose weathered,
Shaker-style cabinets with a driftwood look.
“We sourced NatureKast outdoor cabinetry
for this project because of the company’s
limited lifetime warranty and a selection of
about ten door styles and twenty finishes,
which was not overwhelming for the homeowner,” Kruskamp says. “The manufacturer
provides many base cabinet options that can
fit a wide range of appliances but are still
customized for each customer. The cabinets
are easy to keep clean by spraying with a
hose and wiping dry.”
Another outdoor kitchen project was
for a homeowner in the North Raleigh
neighborhood of Crossgate. The existing
outdoor interior-grade wooden cabinetry
was falling apart and molding when the
homeowner moved in. Since it was going to
be a forever home, the homeowner tasked
Kitchen & Bath Galleries with designing a
new outdoor kitchen to fit into the existing
entertainment space under the home. Kruskamp installed White Shaker NatureKast
cabinetry, with its signature cypress and
teak wood-grain look, updated the outdoor
sink, and added a warming drawer and gas
cooktop. She topped it off with a Black
Forest dark granite countertop with touches
of red in it to match the surrounding red
brick columns of the house. Black hardware
adds a modernizing touch.
Kitchen & Bath Galleries works with a
select group of outdoor cabinetry manufacturers who stand behind their products
with limited lifetime warranties. Kruskamp
says her clients value the peace of mind in
knowing their monetary investment will last
a lifetime. u

Contact KITCHEN & BATH GALLERIES at KANDBGALLERIES.COM,
call 919-783-7100, or visit the Raleigh showroom at 8411 Glenwood Avenue.
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LIGHT UP
YOUR HOME
OFFICE WITH

DESIGN WITH US
ST UDI O HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 10am - 5pm
Saturday by appointment

5850 Fayetteville Rd, Suite 104,
Durham, NC 27713
(919) 806-3638
design@MaxHugoInteriors.com
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@MaxHugoI nt eri or s
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OUTDOOR
SPLENDOR
NO LONGER CONSIDERED AMENITIES, OUTDOOR
LIVING FEATURES ARE DE RIGUEUR IN FAMILY HOMES.
WRITTEN BY DANA W. TODD

a lifestyle change for their families and wanted to embrace the
full benefits of outdoor living.”
Avalaire homes include all imaginable outdoor living amenities as part of the standard package. Families no longer need to
juggle contractors and construct outdoor features after moving
into their new homes. Avalaire builders focus as much attention
on outdoor living elements as they do on interior spaces.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY FLYBOY PHOTO & MEDIA.

With only a few homesites remaining in phases one and two
of one of the most exclusive communities in North Raleigh,
Avalaire is setting the bar for luxury living. “Sales are brisk,”
says Leslie Young of The Young Team, Coldwell Banker HPW,
Global Luxury, and member of the Luxury Home Marketing
Group. “There are forty-five families already living in Avalaire,
many of whom purchased here because they were looking for
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“AVALAIRE IS A WONDERFUL WAY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
TO LIVE AND ENJOY BEING TOGETHER.”
—LESLIE YOUNG
“We are blessed to be able to enjoy our outdoor spaces
year-round in Raleigh. Avalaire makes the most of our temperate climate so outdoor entertaining is effortless,” Young
says, adding that pools, including lap pools and attached spas,
are standard in almost every home in the luxury community.
There are many other features that are standard, including:

• fire pits and fire features;
• attached pergolas covering sitting areas; and
• pool baths attached to the main house with direct
outdoor access or built as separate structures.

Probably one of the most exciting outdoor living features
connects interior and exterior spaces. Young says both
the main family rooms and kitchens have collapsible glass
sliding doors that lead onto multiple porches. The porches
are connected for ease of moving from one “outdoor room”
to another. For example, interior kitchens connect to

outdoor kitchens while family rooms connect to outdoor
dining rooms. Since the porches also connect, they provide
a seamless way for families to move throughout both the
interior and exterior spaces of the home. Motorized retractable phantom screens make the indoor-outdoor transition
even more seamless.
“Avalaire homes provide that centralized family environment,” Young says. “With the entire family often now
living at home, homeowners want a slightly larger residence
with outdoor living elements that they can move in and use
immediately. Two-level living is popular and has taken the
place of basement homes because it provides easier walkout
access to outdoor living. We have sold or built homes on more
than eighty homesites so far, and the sales are even stronger
now than in the past because of lingering COVID restrictions.
Avalaire is a wonderful way for the whole family to live and
enjoy being together.” u

Contact LESLIE YOUNG at 919-280-5401
or John Young at 919-271-8820, or visit AVALAIRE.COM.
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Lu x u ry S i m p l i f i e d
Distinctive Custom Homes in Prominent West Cary
C o n c i e r g e S e r v i c e s • A w a r d -W i n n i n g B u i l d e r T e a m

1000 DESTINATION DR.
APEX, NC 27523

DestinNC.com

919.521.4345

DON'T AGONIZE

Organize

Call for a free Virtual or Hybrid Design
Consultation and estimate today!

(919) 773-8990
or visit us online at closetfactory.com
Showroom:
2031 Production Dr., Apex, NC 27539
©2021 Closet Factory. All rights reserved.

the art of organization
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OUTDOORS
in Style
CAPTURING LIVABLE SQUARE FOOTAGE OUTDOORS
ADDS VALUE TO YOUR HOME AND LIFESTYLE.

Chris Hutchens, creative director of Summer Classics Home, has a
knack for beauty and design. With a wave of his hand, he can seemingly transform any room into a fashion-forward work of art, with
stylings that are innovative, progressive, and trendsetting. Hutchens
brings transitional flair with the ideal touch of sophistication to each
of his projects. One of his many talents is incorporating these design
elements into every space he creates—both indoors and out.
“I like to think of outdoor living as an extension of your
indoor living space,” Hutchens says. “Every time you have the
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right products in your outdoor space, it never fails—that ends
up being the room you use the most in your home.”
When pulling together an outdoor living space, Hutchens suggests
using products that are practical and that you can see yourself using
regularly. When creating a patio area, for example, think about
designing a “full environment.” It is worth putting the time and
investment into your space to make it the best it can be—a place where
you want to spend time. Hutchens explains, “It is always worth adding
those detailed touches to your outdoor space to make it feel complete.”

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF SUMMER CLASSICS HOME.

WRITTEN BY BRANDY WOODS SNOW

Outdoor living is essentially an extension of your home—a
concept Hutchens feels is sometimes forgotten. “Go right ahead
and push that outdoor living space into the side yard; get the
most out of your property,” Hutchens says. For him, any outdoor
area is an opportunity to enhance the value and beauty of your
home. He likes to think of it as adding square footage to your
property—without remodeling. This is, by all accounts, a modern
take on indoor-outdoor living.
Hutchens encourages homeowners to employ a host of
aesthetically-pleasing and functional furnishings and accessories
to make their space unique and inviting. “A fire pit is ideal for a
small chat group, roasting s’mores, or as an entertaining area.
Deep seating sets from Summer Classics are ideal under a pergola
or cabana to create an inviting and relaxing atmosphere, and include Summer Classics’ outdoor lighting to complete the space,”
he says. “As a one-stop-shop for all things outdoor living, from
performance rugs that anchor the space to outdoor chandeliers
and lamps that provide the ambiance, Summer Classics Home has
exactly what you need.”
Outdoor living spaces can be the ultimate oasis by simply
creating an environment that feels like an escape from everyday life.
Summer Classics Home offers an array of chic pieces and curated
collections perfectly suited to mix, match, and design a space that
is all your own. “‘I hate my outdoor space,’ said no one . . . ever,”
Hutchens says. “Anyone who puts the time and effort into their
outdoor area never has any regrets.” u

“AS A ONE-STOP-SHOP FOR
ALL THINGS OUTDOOR LIVING,
SUMMER CLASSICS HOME HAS
EXACTLY WHAT YOU NEED.”
—CHRIS HUTCHENS

For more information about SUMMER CLASSICS HOME,
call 919-847-5070 or visit SUMMERCLASSICSHOME.COM.
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YEAR-ROUND
LUXURY LAWN
BY EVAN BOST

FOR SNOW LOVERS AND THE COLD-AVERSE
ALIKE, THIS WINTER WAS NOT IDEAL.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHIBI MOKU.

Extended periods of near-freezing temperatures and
record-breaking rainfall have led to abnormally muddy and
erosive conditions across the Triangle. You may find yourself
looking at your yard in dismay this spring; mucky sediment has
settled in low spots, topsoil has eroded away, grass has died from
anoxic soil conditions, mulched beds are in dire shape—the list
goes on. What landscaping improvements can we make this
spring and summer to help prevent these issues during the next
tough winter? More broadly, how can we make our yards more
resilient while reducing annual maintenance burdens? Consider

these landscaping improvements to help your yard remain resilient and beautiful year-round.
Think about converting that stubborn low spot in the lawn
into an environmentally and visually pleasing rain garden. A
rain garden is a depressed garden bed intended to capture and
infiltrate storm runoff. Not only do rain gardens help mitigate
excess runoff, but they can be planted with beautiful grasses and
perennial flowers that attract pollinators and songbirds. Building
a modest rain garden is a manageable DIY project or can be
planned and executed by a professional landscaper.
Properly maintained gutters, downspouts, and conveyance
pipes are critical to ensure that concentrated roof runoff doesn’t
create problems. If your downspouts currently terminate above
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“NOT ONLY DO RAIN GARDENS HELP
MITIGATE EXCESS RUNOFF, BUT THEY CAN
BE PLANTED WITH BEAUTIFUL GRASSES
AND PERENNIAL FLOWERS THAT ATTRACT
POLLINATORS AND SONGBIRDS.”
ground, you may want to add French drains at downspouts or adjacent to pavement
to help water infiltrate the ground. If gutters are constantly in need of cleaning,
perhaps it’s time to hire a tree service to remove any trees or branches that have
extended over your home. Besides reducing leaves on your roof, this may prevent
roof damage during a severe storm.
Maintaining a yard of green grass may seem like a never-ending uphill battle for
neighborhood vanity, but it’s important to remember that grasses are our best tool
for maintaining soil stability and quality. If you’ve lost grass and topsoil due to excess
rain, it may be time to top-dress those areas with a mixture of compost and sand to
reestablish the grade and provide a fresh layer for new grass seed or sod to take root.
Top-dressing is a labor-intensive process best left to professionals, but it can provide
long-term benefits for your yard.
In addition to designing and building award-winning custom homes, Bost Custom
Homes performs executive renovations of existing homes, inside and out. u
EVAN BOST is the director of marketing and building performance at BOST CUSTOM HOMES.
For more information, call 919-460-1983 or visit BOSTHOMES.COM.
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ONE-STOP
STONE SHOP

CRS IS THE AREA’S MUSEUM OF NATURAL
STONE AND QUARTZ.
Have you noticed that most companies brag about their attention to customer service? Good customer service is, of
course, a necessity, but it’s important to me that CRS Marble
& Granite focuses on much more when matching homeowners
with the right natural stones for their homes. And that is why,
over the last twenty years, I have invested tens of thousands
of dollars into initiatives that support one goal: increasing the
customer experience.
The showroom experience, with perfect lighting, ease of
browsing, and on-the-spot product and trend education, is a
beautiful way to shop. Many of CRS’s customers are shopping
for natural stone countertops and backsplashes for their dream
homes. When buying investment pieces, it is important to
touch, see, and assess the stones in person.
There are several ways we have improved our showroom
to make it a more enjoyable shopping experience and ease the
decision-making process for our clients.
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IMPROVED LIGHTING. We spent $60,000 to upgrade
showroom lighting so customers can see the stones just as they
would appear at home. Natural-looking LED lighting replaces
harsh halogen lights normally used in the industry. Halogen
lights cast a bluish tint, but now homeowners can see the true
stone colors come to life.
EXPANDED INVENTORY. We expanded the number of slabs
in stock from eleven thousand to seventeen thousand. These
slabs come from all over the world and include many exotic
stones. We also increased the number of color variations we
carry from 350 to 475—the largest selection in the nation. Our
closest competitor carries only twenty-five colors.
ADDED RAIL SYSTEM. We invested in an overhead crane and
rail system that quickly moves slabs around for customers to
see and compare. How does this improve the customer experience? It previously took thirty minutes to move a single slab
for viewing. That time has been slashed, which allows our customers to view more slabs in a much shorter window of time.
INCREASED EDUCATION. Being educated about the changing
industry, available products, and new trends is very important to

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF CRS MARBLE & GRANITE.

BY SUNNY SURANA

us. Our four in-store design specialists receive ongoing education, which they
freely pass on to customers. In addition, our sales staff is not paid commission;
therefore, they are never pushing upgrades or particular products. We want the
best fit for each homeowner and for them to see everything available, whether
they buy from us or not. We view ourselves as a museum of stone.
As one more bonus for our customers, our design specialists handle the
process of bidding projects out to several contractors. Most homeowners experience a sense of relief that this part of the process is handled for them, as
it ensures the best contractor at the best price. Up to 70 percent of the cost of
natural stone is labor and installation, so it is important to have a knowledgeable person on your side when procuring cost estimates. u

“THE SHOWROOM
EXPERIENCE, WITH
PERFECT LIGHTING, EASE
OF BROWSING, AND
ON-THE-SPOT PRODUCT
AND TREND EDUCATION,
IS A BEAUTIFUL WAY
TO SHOP.”

Contact Sunny Surana at CRS MARBLE & GRANITE’S
Raleigh showroom at 7521 Exhibit Court or CRSGRANITE.COM.

CELEBRATING FIFTEEN YEARS. FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED.
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COLOR
CONTRAST
BY DAVID PAYNE

SPIN THE COLOR WHEEL TO DESIGN THE
IDEAL MOOD FOR YOUR LANDSCAPE.
Working with a designer to develop a landscape
color plan is a great way to add character and create
a certain mood in your yard. Different color combinations and placement convey distinctive vibes. Cool
colors such as violet and white can set apart an area
for calm relaxation and peaceful meditation, while
warm colors such as red and orange visually stimulate. Colors also affect the spatial feel in the landscape. Cool colors seem to recede, and warm colors
appear closer. Similarly, the human eye is naturally
drawn to changes in shades and tints of flowers and
shrubs, especially when placed in close proximity to
each other.
There are four basic ways you can arrange color in
the landscape to achieve a desired ambiance.
PRIMARY. Mixing the three primary colors of red,
yellow, and blue attracts attention and stimulates
the senses. It is a bright, energetic, and intense color
palette that can be tempered by using the pastel tones
of each of these primary colors for a softer effect
around the home.
COMPLEMENTARY. In this design, colors opposite
each other on the color wheel create an energetic,
contrasting presentation of color, similar to a primary
scheme. Think purple and yellow annuals mingled
together in a planting bed bordering a walkway.
ANALOGOUS. Colors that sit beside each other on
the color wheel, such as orange and red, appear harmonious yet interesting because of their slight color
variation. Choosing warm colors or cool colors will
affect the overall ambiance of the landscape.
MONOCHROMATIC. Just as the name implies, a
monochromatic landscape design uses just one color
for an overarching feeling of harmony. To jazz it up,
include plants that flower in various shades and tints
of that single color.
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“COOL COLORS SUCH AS VIOLET
AND WHITE CAN SET APART AN
AREA FOR CALM RELAXATION AND
PEACEFUL MEDITATION, WHILE
WARM COLORS SUCH AS RED AND
ORANGE VISUALLY STIMULATE.”
In addition to using bright color, it is possible to create
contrast and interest in the landscape by mixing solid and variegated foliage, such as Aucuba. This is an effective method of
adding interest to the shadier areas of the yard, where plant
color choices are more limited. Similarly, tree trunks can be
integrated into the color plan. Coral Bark Japanese Maple
provides winter color with its coral bark, and White Natchez
Crape Myrtle blooms white in the summer while its molted

bark in the cooler seasons contrasts beautifully with winter
snow. Some varieties change color with the seasons and may
work especially well if you want an ever-evolving color scheme.
Bloodgood Japanese Maple, for example, first leafs out in brilliant burgundy, then mutes to reddish-green, and finally turns
bright again in the fall.
Ask a landscape designer about a cohesive color plan for
your landscape that captures the mood you want to embrace. u

DAVID PAYNE is the owner of HOME & GARDEN LANDSCAPES and can be
reached at 919-801-0211 or HOMEANDGARDENLANDSCAPES.COM.
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MEDITERRANEAN
MANOR
BY BEN STROPE

Old North Landscape Development has recently expanded
its landscape design and installation services to Wilmington,
which provides our designers with fresh ideas and inspiration to bring back to our Triangle customers. One of our
recent projects there is a real showstopper.
This Mediterranean home, perched on the shore overlooking the Intracoastal Waterway and the Atlantic Ocean,
exudes an Old-World feel. Its arched stucco, light and airy
colors, and textured materials contribute to the Mediterranean aesthetic. The homeowners were interested in adding
resort-style outdoor features to complete the home while
blending with the existing architectural style. We were able

to blend the new elements so seamlessly, it is almost impossible to tell the difference between the original construction
and the newly installed features.
The finished project provides a way for the homeowners
and their guests to smoothly move from the street side entranceway to the back recreational living spaces easily. We
installed a new driveway and guest parking area using
pervious marble and travertine that matches the light
colorway of the existing house. We added interest and
some division between the two spaces by alternating stone
patterns—herringbone for the driveway and Tahari for the
parking area. The driveway connects to walkways
constructed on each side of the home that lead visitors
through stucco and travertine archways to the backyard
entertaining areas. Custom limestone stepping stones also

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF OLD NORTH LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT.

LUXURY RESORT STYLE MEETS LAID-BACK
INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY.

lead visitors from the front yard to the backyard’s pool
and lounge areas.
A new bulkhead wall divides the landscaped lawn in
the backyard from a sloped terrace that leads to sweeping
water views. Seat walls around the infinity pool deck
and spa are topped with a custom shellstone-embedded
coping. A Grecian-inspired marble water feature creates a
soothing cascade of water into the spa.
I had the pleasure of overseeing this project, working
with another landscape architect and designer to perfect
all the custom details for this Mediterranean manor. Next,
Old North State will be overseeing design and installation
of outdoor living areas, privacy walls, and landscaping for
a large estate overlooking Cape Fear River. We cannot wait
to show you this and other projects to inspire ideas about
how you can turn your backyard into a beautiful oasis. u

“THIS MEDITERRANEAN HOME, PERCHED ON THE SHORE
OVERLOOKING THE INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY AND THE
ATLANTIC OCEAN, EXUDES AN OLD-WORLD FEEL.”
BEN STROPE is a co-owner of OLD NORTH STATE LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT. The full team
can be reached at 919-384-1800, ONSLANDSCAPE.COM, or on Instagram @ONSLANDSCAPE.
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A RTS & CU LT U R E

SPOTLIGHT
THE FUTURE IS FEMALE

The Future is Female illuminates both the legacy and the persistence of the
struggle for equality and inclusion, investigating history, mythology, identity,
ecology, consumerism, and power. Gleaming acrylic fingernails glued
into patterned, reptilian forms that emerge from the wall; female anatomy
rendered in neon light and boxing gloves; cement seeping through lace
and paint; haunting words about the present overlaid on imagery of the
past: surface tension abounds in this exploration of contemporary feminist
art. The broad range of media and subject matter presented reflects
the ongoing influence of the art of the second-wave women’s liberation
movement, which engendered unprecedented cultural change, shifting
art-making out of the isolated studio and hallowed institutions and into
more intimate domestic and broader public spheres. The ensuing transformation ushered in generations of artists addressing identity, the body, and
the affirmation of personal experience.

ART RITUAL
CRC GALLERY
April 9–May 28
charlotterussellcontemporary.com
A group exhibition at Charlotte
Russell Contemporary Fine
Art Gallery, Art Ritual features
contemporary artwork that
explores the ritual of art-making.
Selected artists include King
Nobuyoshi Godwin, Rebecca
Kaufman, Ethel Revita, Evelyn
Reyes, and Joy Tirade. Each
artist takes a ritualistic approach
to making art. Using their own
forms and mediums, the works
on view create an event of
seeing. Art Ritual opens Friday,
April 9, with an opening reception from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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REFLECTIONS ON LIGHT: WORKS
FROM THE NCMA COLLECTION
NORTH CAROLINA MUSEUM OF ART
Through August 15
ncartmuseum.org
Showcasing how artists from many eras—from ancient
Guatemala to twentieth-century Ghana—responded
to, used, and revered light, Reflections on Light: Works
from the NCMA Collection features objects from sixteen
countries, spanning more than 2,500 years of art history.
This exhibition celebrates the diverse collections of the
North Carolina Museum of Art and brings together
works from different cultures, continents, and histories.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: IMAGES COURTESY OF 21C MUSEUM HOTEL; IMAGES COURTESY OF NORTH CAROLINA MUSEUM OF ART; ART BY KING NOBUYOSHI GODWIN, COURTESY OF CRC GALLERY.

21C MUSEUM HOTEL
Through June
21cmuseumhotels.com
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BLOWN GLASS ARTISTRY
G ATHE R YOUR IMAGINAT ION

HOM E, OF F I CE &
BU I L D I NG D ÉCOR ,
ACCEN T PI ECES,
LIGHT I N G A ND
INSTA L L AT I ONS

JAC O B “JA K E ” P F E I F E R
980.2 0 9.92 8 4
HOTGLASSALLEY.COM
438 ATAND O AV ENU E
C H AR LOTTE, NC 2 8 2 06

CALL OR HAVE YOUR INTERIOR DESIGNER CALL FOR A BROCHURE

Leading the evolution for
Luxury Home Builders.

BUILDING AND REMODELING FINE CUSTOM HOMES SINCE 1988.
(919) 460-8550 | www.Rufty.com

