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From the editor

ello, sunshine! Is it just me or are things looking up? Summer is
here and I can already smell the watermelon and sunscreen.

While it has been a difficult time, we are a culture that grows and
adapts. Unusual times call for unusual measures? Is that the new
saying? It seems that we’ve been working in overdrive the past
couple of months creating more content than ever before. I thought juggling three children
and work was challenging. Let’s just throw in a global pandemic with stay-at-home orders
to really test our skills. Multitasking has a whole new meaning these days. But, I have to
say, I’m pretty impressed by everyone around me. I am in awe of our creativity and ingenuity. From Zoom calls to Instagram Live, people are hustling to create fun and exciting
ways to share. We may be at a six-foot distance, but we are still finding ways to connect.
I’m excited to share our annual In Living Color Issue that’s chock-full of vibrant design. The
timing is fitting, don’t you think? When things are a little gloomy, who doesn’t need some
color? Interior designer Ashley Shaw personalized one young couple’s home by infusing
unexpected colors throughout their traditional Myers Park residence (page 20). If you’re
finding yourself on a buying bender lately, we’re not going to help your purse strings.
From large-scale murals to lacquer coasters, we’ve rounded up some amazing new and
colorful must-haves for the home (page 16).
Interior designer Gray Walker is no stranger to color. When her longtime friends and
clients called on her to design their custom Foxcroft home, her penchant for mixing new
and old along with her love of a good hue made her job even more fun (page 42). After
more than two years of planning, building, and executing, the Interior Design Society of
Charlotte Designer Showhouses were up and running . . . for two days. Devastatingly,
COVID-19 forced the homes to close their doors, and the designers who had poured their
design hearts and souls into their spaces had to take everything down before anyone could
see them in their full glory. But not all was lost. We had the privilege as the media sponsor
to capture the showhouses on film so we could share them with you. From a dining room
with its custom pink-stained dining table to a lounge saturated from floor to ceiling in deep
blue, color reigned supreme in this year’s modern showcase homes (page 52). We were
able to highlight just a portion of them in these pages, but you can see the homes in their
entirety by visiting idscltshowhouse.com for the virtual tour.
Look on the bright side, literally. We have summer colors and brighter days ahead.
A glass of rosé or two doesn’t hurt, either.

On the Cover:
Designer Gray Walker
jumped at the chance
to help longtime friends
design their custom
home, incorporating
the homeowner’s pretty
things in a livable way
(page 42).

Ashley Hotham Cox
Editor in Chief
@ashleyhcox on Instragram
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PORTRAIT: CHRIS EDWARDS; ON THE COVER: BRIE WILLIAMS.
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COLOR
WONDER
With so many shades of every color, why live
in a neutral world? Bring your home to life with
our roundup of sophisticated and colorful
products in hues ranging from calm to vibrant.
Produced by Ashley Hotham Cox
Written by Anne Marie Ashley

ENLIGHTENED

Columbian-born designer Richard Mishaan
combines his love of architecture, design, and
color in his latest offerings from Visual Comfort.
The Tilly Large Table Lamp is sophisticated in
structure with its cinched gold waist and bold in
color with its bright blue stripes. The combination
is simple yet striking, adding an element of
versatility to any room. circalighting.com

ALONG THE COAST

Making the leap from the banking world to the design
world may not seem like an obvious move, but designer
Kira Faiman has done just that, and effortlessly. Her new
lifestyle brand, Von Gern Home, is an intoxicating mix of
stylish table accessories in a variety of bright hues and
interesting designs. These coasters are no exception,
offering a playful yet chic alternative to mini-protective
drink trays. A half-oval shape covered in richly colored
lacquer is paired with the thinnest of thin contrasting
stripes for a modern look that elevates the average
cocktail table. vongernhome.com

PRETTY IN PINK

Local decorative-hardware-design favorite Addison Weeks is known
for adding beautifully colored gemstones and unique style to their
line of jewelry and decorative hardware. Their latest brainchild was
inspired by a designer looking to add a pink-jade stone accent in a
glamorous walk-in closet to match a custom carpet. “The addition of
pink jade to our collection was perfect because of its depth and rich
tone,” Katherine Weeks Mulford says. “Pink jade is a gemstone known
to offer a nurturing energy that creates feelings of tranquility and
aids us with insightful dreams. We thought it was a color that was a
happy accent for spring.” addisonweeks.com

HIDE EVERYTHING

Designer Kyle Bunting has created a world in which almost
anything is possible, which has always been his design goal, saying,
“designing without limitation is the ultimate expression of luxury.”
Working exclusively with hide material, Bunting has opened the
design world’s eyes to the versatility of this dimensional fabric.
From upholstery and walls to pillows and rugs, the untapped
potential is endless. In his new Portofino Collection, Bunting creates
a dizzying array of colorful canopy designs inspired by the Italian
Riviera. “Portofino was inspired by a time when travel was the
norm. We think about focusing on the sunlight and water out our
back French doors, inviting us to break the stay-at-home order and
be with our fellow humans once again.” Create your own colorful
mix or shop the three available designs in-house. kylebunting.com
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THE NEW
TRADITIONALIST

THREE’S COMPANY

Local gallery owner, philanthropist, and collector
Chandra Johnson together with famed interior
designer Barrie Benson have joined forces to create
Peg Norriss—a collaboration geared toward bringing
artists to the forefront of design. “Chandra and I have
always loved collaborating and have developed such a
strong creative synergy over the years,” Benson says. “It
started as a passion project, marrying our two worlds of
contemporary art and design.”
By producing capsule collections that translate the
artists’ work into interiors, Peg Norriss is able to support
artists both creatively and financially. “It’s a way to take
their existing work and reimagine it,” Johnson says.
The collections are offered exclusively through
Schumacher, a further collaboration that came together
in near-perfect form. “I knew their devotion to art
would dovetail so well with what we’ve been doing at
Schumacher by bringing artists and artisans to the fore,”
says Schumacher creative director Dara Caponigro.
Their latest artist collaboration with Jackie Gendel
brings a storied collection of wallcoverings that echo
the colorful and evocative nature of Gendel’s paintings,
bringing to light her process, sequence, and form.
“Barrie and I both fell in love with Jackie’s use of color
and her strong feminine perspective,” Johnson says.
Toile De Femmes, The Golden Age, and Steps are three
design ways that Gendel has perfected, each with its
own unique story. From the whimsical and majestic
three-panel design of The Golden Age to a lyrical twist on
traditional toile, Gendel’s interpretation of wallcoverings
is easy on the art lover’s eyes. pegnorriss.com
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VICE SQUAD

Rising star designer Sasha Bikoff has
partnered with Currey & Company to
create a vibrant new line of furniture
and lighting, including the Miami Beach
pendant and illuminated floor accessory
shown here. The line, which launched
in April, has a distinct Miami vibe with
a touch of ’80s nostalgia and a healthy
dose of pretty color. Varied textures,
couture fabrics, and bright colors,
combined with her penchant for Italian
Renaissance and French rococo antiques,
Sixties Pop, and 1980s Italian Memphis,
distinguish Bikoff’s brash design. Drawing
inspiration from the beaches in Miami to
those in Malibu, as well as from cherries,
hibiscus, shells, and ocean waves, the
new collection is decidedly bold, colorful,
fresh, and fun. “The creativity of the
brand has always resonated with me,
and when the opportunity arose to be a
part of the Currey family, I felt like it was
a match made in heaven,” Bikoff says.
curreyandco.com

SOCIETY SOCIAL VIGNETTE: LOREN BARHAM, TABLE: COURTESY OF SOCIETY SOCIAL; PEG NORRISS PHOTOS: COURTESY OF SCHUMACHER, PORTRAIT: LYDIA BAIRD.

The collaboration between Society Social’s
Roxy Te and designer Ariel Okin has
produced a one-of-a-kind collection full
of colorful and sophisticated accents, rich
in traditional bones but updated with a
modern approach. The collection features
seven essential pieces of furniture perfect
for completing a living room that exudes
new traditionalist style. The pieces can
be customized with myriad fabrics and
colors, including your own picks to match
your individual style or any one of Society
Social’s sixty-plus fabrics and any Benjamin
Moore or Sherwin-Williams paint color.
societysocial.com
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style
LEFT: The dining room’s custom-made jade wall color complements
the bold Schumacher draperies with trim by Kelly Wearstler for
Groundworks. The chair seats are covered in Kravet leather, the
chandelier is by Visual Comfort, and the carpet is by Stark.
BELOW: The powder room walls are covered in Schumacher Tortoise,
while the cabinets are painted in high gloss Guild Wild Rose. The Lisa
Jarvis brass hardware is from Bird Decorative Hardware & Bath, and
the sconces are by Visual Comfort.

COLOR HAPPY
“

T

he right colors immediately update a room and create a
lasting space that will stand the test of time,” says interior
designer Ashley Shaw. This theory proves true for her clients
who had just moved into a very traditional Georgian-style home in
need of updating.
Her clients are partial to blues and greens, so Shaw emphasizes
those colors throughout the home. “It’s important to highlight specific
colors throughout the house to pull your eye through,” Shaw avers. “It
creates a smoother transition and whets your palate for what’s next.”
The emerald-green velvet of the custom-made sectional sets the tone
for the family room, which features a large Chinese antique hand-painted
20 HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE | JUNE/JULY 2020

INTERIOR PHOTOS: ANNA ROUTH; PORTRAIT: ERIN COMERFORD MILLER.

Written by Catherine Ruth Kelly

ARTIST

JAZ (Franco Fasoli)
LaCa projects

LO C AT I O N

COME SHOP OUR FINDS AT
OUR NEW MYERS PARK STORE!
1935 Brunswick Ave.
Charlotte, NC 28207
HOUSEOFNOMADDESIGN.COM

(980) 237-6799
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LEFT: The Charles Stewart chairs and ottoman are
upholstered in Pindler fabric.

screen that “brings so much
life and color to the room.”
The floral fabric of the
Charles Stewart club chairs
ties together all of the colors
in the room.
Shaw transformed a
closet under the stairs into a
sophisticated bar by removing
brass doors, arching the
opening, and adding a sink
and cabinetry. The sky-blue
paint color complements the
club-chair fabric, and the
mirrored backsplash reflects
the vibrant hues of the family
room.
The bespoke jade color
on the dining-room walls
offers a luminous backdrop
for the antique family
heirloom table and chairs.

BELOW: Shaw transformed a small closet into a wet
bar. The custom sky-blue paint color accents the
family-room colors. The Top Knob Lucite and brass
hardware are from Bird Decorative Hardware & Bath.

“YOU CHOOSE THE COLORS THAT MAKE YOU
HAPPY, AND THE REST FALLS INTO PLACE.”
—ASHLEY SHAW

INTERIOR PHOTOS: ANNA ROUTH.

Shaw selected a vivid yellow leather
to modernize the chair seats, instantly elevating their style.
The dark-red lacquered walls of the
powder room are a stark contrast to
the bright blues and greens throughout
the rest of the house. The rich browns
of the Schumacher Tortoise wallpaper
contribute to the warmth of the small
space. “You are enveloped by the dark
colors and dramatic mood. It feels
exotic,” Shaw explains.
Shaw is a firm believer that color
is the easiest way to personalize the
interior of a home. “Color brings
different feelings to people, whether it
is lively and energizing or peaceful and
calming,” Shaw says. “You choose the
colors that make you happy, and the
rest falls into place.” u
ABOVE: The lush green Versailles velvet by Kravet on the custom sectional sets the tone for the family room,
which features a large Chinese antique hand-painted screen sourced through Chairish.
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palette

MELON
DRAMA
The juicy jewel of summer
soirees is taste-quenching
year-round indoors.
Written by Christina Spratt Spencer

1

2
3

4

1. Sherwin-Williams Real Red Paint / gallons starting
at $26.94 / sherwin-williams.com
2. Pierre Frey Arty / to the trade / pierrefrey.com
3. Oomph Newport Lantern / $3,500 / oomphhome.com
4. Matouk Aries Flat Sheet / $525 / isabellastyle.com
5. Design Within Reach Sam Son Chair / $795 / dwr.com
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRISTINA WEDGE.

5

Refreshing and robust, this ripe-off-the-rind hue is unmistakably its namesake. The range of tone varies from sweet to
striking, like the ombre of a fresh-seeded slice with saturation
stretching from a deliciously mellow singsong mood to a vibrantly punchy pop, like the prized pick of the patch. Comfortably convivial and brimming with a come-hither sense of
hospitality, this maverick melon marries synchronously with
nature’s pairings of spearmint, deep hunter green, and olive
notes. Warm sandy beiges, coral-toned blush, and deep berries
muddle nicely in analogous pairings. All the while, sea-spray
aquamarines or jolts of cerulean reinvigorate, and citrusy chartreuse, cantaloupe, and cardamom create an earthy, anchored
atmosphere. All offer a restorative and revitalizing interior
palate cleanse that’s worth a try for any taste.
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1. Shashi Earrings Passion Flower Earrings /
$58 / shopshashi.com
2. Fermoie Gathered Bedwyn Lampshade /
$352 / fermoie.com
3. Carvers Guild Small Wave Moderne
Mirror / to the trade / carversguild.com
4. Samuel & Sons Rouen Tassel Fringe /
to the trade / samuelandsons.com
5. Alexis Walter Stuck on You / $325 /
alexiswalter.com
6. Kenian Bar Harbor Chair / $1,163 /
kenian.com

PORTRAIT AND INTERIORS: DUSTIN PECK.

Anne Pearson has always been drawn to interior
design. Though she began her career as an Adidas
merchandiser in Atlanta, her love of interiors
brought her back to school at Queens University, where she dove into a second career. “I was
exposed to so much interior design while living in
Atlanta through friends who were working for large
firms with [Southern designers] Dan Carithers and
Jackye Lanham that it just inspired me to follow my
heart,” the Charlotte native says.
That love of interior design, coupled with
bringing her clients’ visions to fruition, is what
guides the designer on her projects. “I am inspired
by my clients and their style,” she explains. “They
are a major driver in how the process works and
how their home evolves.” Often, Pearson looks to a
wallpaper or fabric to ignite her creative engine.
“I love a floral because of all the colors it
provides, and then I love to mix more modern
fabrics with it, so it doesn’t feel dated or old,”
Pearson says. “I am definitely a traditionalist
at heart, but I want it to feel fresh and updated.”
She achieves this by scouring places such as Sleepy
Poet Antique Mall, Cotswold Marketplace, Scott
Antique Markets in Atlanta, and even Parisian
flea markets for one-of-a-kind vintage pieces and
antiques. “I want a room to feel layered,” she says
of her aesthetic. “One of my favorite parts of the
project is the styling, which results in a lived-in,
collected look versus a staged look.”
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THE HOME OF
CUSTOM CABINETRY
AND AN EXPERT
DESIGN TEAM.
Whether you’re ready for a complete overhaul of the
kitchen, laundry, bathroom, or other cabinet-filled areas
of your home, or just a little counsel, the DesignLoft
team has the expertise to handle any need.
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THE HEART
of TEXAS
Written by Sarah Crosland
There’s something special about Austin, Texas. Once known as a
college town—it’s home to the University of Texas—the city has
established itself as a cultural center. Annual festivals like South by
Southwest and Austin City Limits draw crowds from around the world,
while perfectly quirky bars offer live music every night of the week. The
dining scene may have first garnered attention for its tender Texas
brisket and trendy breakfast tacos, but it’s long since expanded into
world-class restaurants and award-winning chefs.

COURTESY OF THE LINE.

Tech giants like Apple and Google are now among the high-rises in
the city’s crane-filled skyline, but locals still stand behind the city’s
unofficial motto: Keep Austin Weird. And from honky-tonk dance halls
to warm spring-fed pools, Austin definitely isn’t like other places you’ll
visit—which is exactly why it should be on your list.

STAY

Unsurprisingly, there’s no shortage of
well-designed hotels in Austin these
days. One of the city’s most stylish—and
best located—is The LINE, a midcentury
modern hotel with a distinctly West Coast
vibe that sits on the banks of Town Lake
in the heart of downtown.
Originally opened in 1965, the 428room hotel was most recently a Radisson,
but a multimillion-dollar renovation has
erased any hints of a bland chain. Its
open lobby features vignettes with warm,
earthy tones, lush plants in gold pots,

a patchwork-textured ceiling,
and big, original Texas art. It’s
all very Instagrammable, which
may be why it’s often filled with a
fashionable see-and-be-seen crowd.
Rooms here are chic with
minimal Southwestern decor and
panoramic views of the water.
Cozy touches include vintage
books about Texas (all from local
shop South Congress Books) and
a bedside bowl of dried florals
with instructions to pour in hot
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Explore your interior motives.

SHOP ONLINE • DESIGN ONLINE • 24/7

VIRTUAL
STORE

12 Months
Special Financing *
Complimentary
Design Services
Nationwide
Delivery
Whether you have a passion
for design or you want to create
the perfect retreat,
Good’s Home Furnishings has
something unique
for you and your family. Featuring
stylish Bernhardt Interiors.

Voted #1
Furniture Store
In South
Charlotte

Famous Luxury Brands • Design Services Available • Special Orders • Custom Fabrics • Locally Owned & Operated

Voted #1

South Charlotte
Furniture Store
Pineville-Charlotte NC • 11735 Carolina Place Parkway • Phone 704.910.4045 • Mon - Sat 9:30 am - 7 pm Sun noon - 6 pm
Hickory NC • Hickory Furniture Mart • Phone 828.322.3471 • Mon - Sat 9 am - 6 pm Closed Sunday

goodshomefurnishings.com

travel
water to create a fragrant posttravel steam facial.
It would be easy to spend a
day here without ever leaving the
property. Start your morning with
a Stumptown flat white or a matcha
latte at the hotel’s Alfred Coffee,
a Los Angeles–based coffee shop
known for its well-designed interiors
and trendy drinks. For lunch, grab a
Texas beer and one of the decadent
burgers at Dean’s One Trick Pony.
And after an afternoon in the sun
by the lakeside saltwater infinity
pool, make reservations for dinner
at adjacent restaurant Arlo Grey.
Here, Top Chef winner Kristen Kish
is serving up globally inspired dishes
using Central Texas ingredients.
End your
evening at P6, a
Amalfi Seafood Salad
bright and airy
sixth-floor cocktail
bar whose name
comes from its
past life as a
rooftop parking
garage. During the
warmer months,
arrive just before
sundown and ask
for a patio table for
a front-row seat to
Congress Avenue
Bridge’s famed
nightly bat flight.

P6

One Trick Pony

One Trick Pony
32 HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE | JUNE/JULY 2020

COURTESY OF THE LINE.

P6

HO M E | CO M M ERCI A L | RESID EN TIA L | SA L ES | SERVICE
Cox Door is 31 years in the Charlotte market. We stand behind each and every door, install, service and preventative
maintenance that we do. With great craftsmanship comes great responsibility. This is why we also stand behind the quality
accessories that are part and parcel of these great doors. We �ix, maintain, source and install any door or part that you need.
From coils, to openers, advice of maintence; call us and we will send our experts in the �ield to you.

COX DOOR COMPANY
We offer free estimates on new doors!

704-821-8898 ext 213
www.coxdoor.com • philcox@coxdoor.com

travel
Launderette

EAT

At least one Austin morning should
include a stop by Jo’s Coffee on
South Congress for iced coffee and
breakfast tacos (and a photo with the
famed “I love you so much” mural).
And even with its notoriously long
line, you’ll want to plan on an order

of ribs at Franklin Barbecue. But
these days, many of Austin’s top
dining destinations have a more
sophisticated side.
Emmer & Rye, a restaurant
where the chef mills fifteen different
grains in house, has drawn national

Perla’s

Emmer & Rye
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acclaim for its flavorful dishes,
including a perfectly swirled cacio e
pepe that’s worth the trip alone. For a
creative take on Mediterranean fare,
make reservations at Launderette,
where dishes like burrata with black
mission figs or citrusy tuna crudo
are served in a retro-laundromatturned-stylish-café. The best seafood
in Austin, though, may be at Perla’s
on South Congress. For the ultimate
weekend brunch, snag a seat on the
shaded patio on a warm afternoon and
indulge in a tower of the fresh oysters,
crab legs, and shrimp alongside a
chilled Mimosa flight.

LAUNDERETTE AND CIDERY PHOTOS COURTESY OF VISIT AUSTIN; EMMER & RYE
PHOTO COURTESY OF EMMER & RYE; PERLA’S PHOTO BY SARAH CROSLAND.

Emmer & Rye

travel

Lucy in Disguise with
Diamonds Signage
Barton Creek Greenbelt

South Congress

It doesn’t take long to see that this is a
city that loves to be outside. At sunrise,
its riverside trails are already filled with
runners, while crew teams and kayakers
glide over the water. The best spot for
hiking and biking is the Barton Creek
Greenbelt, which winds through wooded
areas and alongside swimming holes for
twelve miles. On warm days, end your
hike with a swim at the spring-fed threeacre Barton Springs Pool.
For those who prefer shopping
while walking, take a stroll down
South Congress (SoCo). The iconic
street is packed with shops that are
distinctly Austin—think colorful
cowboy boots, Western hats, retro
records, and vintage wares.
While it may sound strange, during
the warmer months, your Austin nights
should start with a sunset bat show.

Austin Skyline

Each
evening,
from
Sunroom at
early spring until
South Congress Hotel
late fall, thousands of
Mexican free-tailed
bats pour out from
their homes beneath
Congress Avenue
Bridge over Lady
Bird Lake, attracting
hundreds of viewers
by land and water.
And no trip to
Austin is complete
without at least one
night of live music.
Be sure to hit an old-fashioned honkytonk such as Broken Spoke or The Little
Longhorn Saloon, as well as a blues bar
like Antone’s Nightclub. You’ll find you
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won’t have to look hard for music, though.
From the Sunday Gospel Brunch at Stubb’s
Bar-B-Q to buskers on seemingly every
corner, the city is living up to its official
motto: Live Music Capital of the World.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF VISIT AUSTIN.

DO

go from bare to

Before

Keep your existing mirror and
apply a MirrorMate frame.
Easy DIY kit ships to you in days.
65 designer styles.
Beautiful in minutes.

3 FREE
SAMPLES

Style shown: Newport

with
CODE CLT3

mirrormate.com
(866) 304-6283

WHEN YOUR HOME‘S INTERIOR REFLECTS YOUR
PERSONALITY, YOU GIVE YOUR GUESTS A MEMORABLE
AND COMFORTABLE EXPERIENCE EVERY TIME THEY VISIT.

THE RETURN OF THE STATEMENT PIECE
Statement pieces and color are making a big comeback. Maybe the
piece is an inviting leather loveseat or an assortment of richly colored
armchairs. The details are up to you. Take your 2010s home into the
2020s by installing statement pieces and adding color to your rooms.
It’s a surefire way to spice things up.

Choose the textures that appeal to you. Then try to come up with
a color theme. Maybe you want to use complementary colors, like
orange and blue. Or perhaps you are drawn to more similar, muted
colors. Whatever the case, a range of textures and materials suited to
your color scheme can help you bring a room to life.

THE RESURRECTION OF TEXTURES
Building-up textures is one of the easiest ways to add character to
a room. As interior designers push onward in their quest to create
unique, comfortable living spaces, expect to see textures like leather
and velvet make a resurgence alongside various patterns.

To take your home to the next level, visit Queen City Home Store.
Whether you want to pick up your furniture or have it delivered
to your door, Queen City Home Store has what you need.

VISIT QUEENCITYONLINE.COM TO LEARN MORE.
11501 CAROLINA PLACE PARKWAY | PINEVILLE, NC
704-889-3301

LUXU RY
L I F E ST Y L E
BOUTIQUE
Oﬀering exclusive gifts for men and women,
antiques and interior accents for the home
Complete Design Services Available

The Shops at Morrison in Southpark
720 Governor Morrison, Suite E110
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
704.364.4004 • bdjeﬀries.com

Home Design

Photography by Dustin Peck.

Pretty Things

Made for Modern

42

52

PRETTY THINGS
ONE FOXCROFT HOMEOWNER’S PENCHANT FOR
PRETTY THINGS HAS CREATED A HOME THAT’S
COLORFUL, CASUAL, AND ONE-OF-A-KIND.

INTERIOR DESIGN BY GRAY WALKER | TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY | PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIE WILLIAMS
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In the family room, the homeowner’s
antiques dot the room along with
more modern and comfortable fabrics.
A sectional from CR Laine is the
centerpiece, while a triptych art piece
from SOZO Gallery anchors the space.
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In the dining room, Walker selected a tropical
Fromental mural in navy and gold for a dramatic yet
classic effect. The round dining table is by Randolph &
Hein and the chairs are by Artistic Frame.

LEFT: A bright blue
Julia Buckingham
chair for Global
Views greets guests
in the otherwise
neutral foyer; the
homeowner’s
antique mirror hangs
just beside.

W

hen longtime friends approached
Gray Walker to help them design
their new custom home, she
didn’t hesitate to jump right in.
Though she had designed for them
before, an opportunity to design a
home from soup to nuts doesn’t come along every day, and to
celebrate the journey with friends was icing on the cake.
After looking for a few years to find the perfect home,
a neighbor of Walker’s clients suggested they look at

one of his properties in Foxcroft—a wonderful lot with a
teardown just waiting for a custom home. Their neighbor
also happened to be residential contractor Vernon Knight,
so her clients scooped up the lot and gave Walker a call.
Upon securing Greg Perry as their architect, the team
worked together over the next two years to create the ideal
home for the family.
“My clients were excited to create a home with an open
floor plan full of large windows but also wanted to keep the
formal spaces traditional,” Walker explains. The homeowner adds,
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The homeowner’s antiques are peppered
throughout the living room, including the
bergère chair in Osborne & Little leopard
velvet. A CR Laine ottoman serves as a
coffee table, and a pair of Charles Stewart
sofas in Designers Guild velvet face each
other for intimate conversation.

“We really wanted our home to be warm and inviting but also
elegant and full of the heirlooms I love.” A third-generation
native Charlottean, the homeowner had many antique pieces
that had been passed down through the years. “I’ve always loved
pretty things, from dressing to decorating, and I just wanted that
to drip into my home. But in a livable way,” she says.
Walker began by helping her clients pick finishes,
architectural elements, fixtures, and paint—along with the
hundreds of other choices that come with building a custom
home. “It was overwhelming,” the homeowner recalls. “But
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Gray was amazing. She has incredible taste and spent hours
upon hours with me choosing the right pieces. I mean hours.”
The goal was one that Walker is familiar with—partly
because it’s kind of her specialty—mixing old with new,
modern with antique. “Gray nailed it, down to the placement of each piece of furniture,” the homeowner says. They
used the architect’s blueprints and measured each piece of
furniture to make sure it would fit and adjusted the architecture as necessary. “She was thoughtful about what was
important to me.”

The powder room is taken to
a whole new level with handpainted walls by local artist Lana
Rubwright. The vintage mirror
is the homeowner’s, and the
sconces are by Ro Sham Beaux.
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A pair of Michael Clément lamps from
Darnell & Company flank the range in
the kitchen, surrounded underneath by
countertops from Walker Zanger.

“IT COMPLETELY ENVELOPS YOU
AND TAKES YOU ON A LITTLE
JOURNEY TO A HAPPY PLACE.”
—GRAY WALKER
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In the breakfast area, a vintage
chandelier believed to be by Mario
Villa from Darnell & Company
hangs above the Tritter Feefer
table and CR Laine chairs. The
painting is by Paul Yanko.

“I call my client’s style ‘classic, with guts,’” Walker says.
“She grew up in a home full of antiques. Her parents loved
art and design, and I think once you have that foundation as a
child, you have a connection and appreciation for those things
as an adult. They make you feel grounded and at home.”
With this in mind, Walker’s clients wanted to push the
envelope in their new home by creating large neutral living spaces
with pops of color and thoughtful placement of their antiques.
“When you place an insane antique next to modern upholstery
with neutral walls and black-and-white photography, like in her
family room, it becomes instantly chic,” Walker points out.

To really kick-start the design portion of the project, Walker
took her client to the Atlanta Decorative Arts Center, where
they spent their time looking for truly unique pieces. “We had
so much fun at ADAC,” the homeowner says. “I think it’s important for people to fill their homes with things that speak to
who they are. My home really just feels like me.”
There’s perhaps no better example of the client’s personal
touch and Walker’s ability to mix styles than the dining
room—a favorite room for both. “My mother’s favorite color
was navy blue,” the homeowner says. “She wore it all the time,
and she also loved to entertain. So I knew I wanted my dining
JUNE/JULY 2020 | HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE 49

The master bedroom is a respite with
its neutral yet feminine palette. The rug
is a vintage Moroccan. The swing-arm
lamps are by Visual Comfort, and the
mirror is by Made Goods.
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TOP: In the master bath, the Schumacher drapes offer some
privacy as well as interest, while the sconces by Visual Comfort add
the understated touch of light.
BOTTOM: On the covered patio, all of the fabrics are by
Perennials, and the wire chair is from Palecek. The custom-sized
ottoman by vanCollier is the ideal perch for food or drinks while
relaxing by the fire.

room to be navy blue to honor my mom. We installed this gorgeous hand-painted wallpaper in navy
and gold, and I know my mom was looking down
with love and pride.” She adds that Walker may have
had to talk her into the gold ceiling, as she had a
hard time wrapping her mind around how it would
look. “But, my goodness, it’s the finishing touch on
an incredible and meaningful room.”
“The dining room takes my breath away,”
Walker adds. “It completely envelops you and takes
you on a little journey to a happy place. It has to be
one of the most dramatic rooms I’ve ever created.”
Walker worked with many pieces from the homeowner’s own collection but also purchased all new
sofas and some custom pieces. Most rooms have a
neutral foundation, but a few, like the dining room,
the bar/scullery, and the office, serve as colorful
transitions to an otherwise stylish but understated
home. Small pops of color appear throughout, reminding you that the homeowner enjoys pretty
things, is casual but fun, and loves to entertain—just
like her mother. “My love for entertaining definitely
influences the flow and welcoming elements,” she
says. “I wanted it to be casual and inviting, but I did
also want some wow factors designed to impress.” A
feat easily accomplished by Walker.
“I really haven’t added anything to Gray’s
design; it was so perfectly filled in for me. I have
a few spaces that need an item, but I am happy to
let them go empty until I find the perfect item,” the
homeowner says. “I still want this house to be a reflection of who I am.” u
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MAGGIE CRANDALL
CRANDALL HAUS
FOYER

52 HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE | JUNE/JULY 2020

MADE for
MODERN
THE 2020 IDS DESIGNER SHOWHOUSES
EXEMPLIFY THE GROUNDBREAKING
INTERIOR DESIGN IN CHARLOTTE.

TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK
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BERKELEY MINKHORST
& KELLEY LENTINI
HOUSE OF NOMAD

MASTER BEDROOM LOUNGE

T

his year’s group of showhouses by the Interior Design
Society of Charlotte proved
to be a remarkable collection
of modern-inspired spaces.
Located in The Preserve at
Narrow Passage in Davidson, each of the homes
exemplify Charlotte and the surrounding area’s
rich interior design scene and demonstrates
how modern can be portrayed in so many
varying ways. While there have been many IDS
showcase homes in the past—the most recent
being twelve years ago—the 2020 iteration has
been a massive project encapsulating two years
with more than 150 volunteers, 3 builders,
45 designers, 4 charities, and a community of
more than 150 sponsors and vendors.
Drawing inspiration from their travels
abroad has become designers BERKELEY
MINKHORST and KELLEY LENTINI’s
calling card. The House of Nomad founders
looked to one of their recent sourcing trips
to Bali and South Africa to pull together
this stunning lounge area. “This room was a
perfect opportunity for us to showcase our
love of home with our love of travel,” Minkhorst says. Sherwin-Williams Dark Night
served as the foundation layer for pieces
such as the Moroccan rugs that “we handselected on our last trip, as well as the
custom drapery from The Shade Store—they
had the perfect teal fabric to tie to the wall
color!—and, lastly, our custom furniture
[such as the bar cart] made in Bali and
South Africa,” Lentini says. One of the most
dramatic pieces, though, is the custom
marbled wallcovering and fabric, a collaboration between the designers and Jill Seale.

JODY KURTZ, DANA REBHUN
& SAMANTHA HUMPHREYS
KATHRYN LILLY INTERIORS
MASTER BEDROOM

The entryway of the Modern Manor home is a complete reflection
of designer MAGGIE CRANDALL’s personal aesthetic. “I like a
bright and open space with some edge and fun thrown into it,” she
says. Fun came by way of a snakeskin-patterned Stark stair runner
and wallpaper by Jennifer Latimer, which Crandall swapped out at
the last minute for a more traditional option. The space is a balance
of feminine and masculine, which the designer achieved by using a
modern color palette of charcoal and black juxtaposed with pastels
and blush pink. To create interest in such a small space, Crandall
looked to wallcoverings on the ceiling by Romo and added molding
details up the stairway. She finished the space with stunning oversized custom artwork by Amy Heywood.
For designer KARA COX, the powder room is a space that allows
design risks to be taken. A bold, graphic mural wallpaper by Designers
Guild in black, citron, and Cox’s signature blush pink complements
the modern finishes throughout. The vanity console was designed by
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Cox for her new Quintana collection with Thompson Traders. With
its rounded edges, simple brass piping, and modern legs, it is the
centerpiece. “This space is fresh and dramatic all at the same time,
and a true glamorous powder room,” she says. Cox added sophisticated accents such as the black-and-white encaustics by artist Amy
Heywood and the custom Venetian-glass sconces by Louise Gaskill,
which pull a touch of the citron green from the wallpaper through
with a hint of color.
“As long as a design is pulled together and personalized with fluent
color, clean lines, and no clutter, I can appreciate it,” says designer
JODY KURTZ of Kathryn Lilly Interiors. Such was the case with
this master bedroom design, in which Kurtz and designers DANA
REBHUN and SAMANTHA HUMPHREYS drew inspiration from
classic Scalamandre chinoiserie wallcovering dating back to the eighteenth century. To create an elegant, modern aesthetic, the designers
complemented the chinoiserie panel with equally timeless pieces such

as the hammered metal canopy bed and the carved pine chest
by Mr. Brown. “The room has quiet confidence without being
bland or boring,” Kurtz says. “There’s a sense of history the wall
panels provide that will create conversations for years to come.”
When it comes to kitchen design, the KATHRYN LILLY INTERIORS
team feels that all-white kitchens are overdone. This is exactly
what led the designers to choose the bold, gray custom cabinetry by
Andrews Bolanos of Schlabach Wood Design as the foundation for
their design-home kitchen. Though the cabinetry was originally a
moody green, the designers changed their plans overnight to appeal
to more people. “This space is organically modern with an elegant
twist,” Kurtz says. “It stops you in your tracks, just as it was intended
to do.” One such showstopper: the modern hood, designed by fellow
designer Kara Cox for Thompson Traders. “It is by far my favorite
feature in the entire house,” Kurtz says. Porcelain slabs with a
mitered edge, by Daltile, sit atop white oak-stained driftwood on the
island for a modern, timeless contrast.
Designer BROOKE COLE’s bedroom retreat exemplifies modern
elegance. She looked to local artist Windy O’Connor’s Cherry
Blossoms wallpaper as inspiration for this suite’s overall design
concept, describing it as “elegant and modern, but also serene,
soothing, whimsical, and feminine.” Cole states, “I love juxtaposition in design, blending modern and traditional, mixing different
design styles or eras, and, in the case of this space, the juxtaposition
between the elegant (which can sometimes be interpreted as frilly)

KARA COX
KARA COX INTERIORS
POWDER ROOM

JODY KURTZ, DANA REBHUN
& SAMANTHA HUMPHREYS
KATHRYN LILLY INTERIORS
KITCHEN
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and the modern.” Cole loves to highlight local
talent when possible, so she incorporated
several pieces by local artisans, such as custom
lamps and sconces made of vintage Murano
glass by Louise Gaskill, fabric created by fine
artists Alexis Walter and Windy O’Connor, and
original artwork by artists Dusty Griffith and
Brooke Knaus. The stunning four-foot, threetier modern brass Halcyon chandelier from
Circa Lighting encompasses the vaulted fourteen-foot ceiling space.
To design the family room in the Modern
Manor showhouse, designer ANNE
BURESH used artwork as the springboard
for the color palette in this sophisticated
space. Using a neutral foundation of ivorywhite paint with a slight gray hue allowed
the original artwork from Anne Neilson Fine
Art Gallery and an abstract piece by artist
Marcy Gregg to play center stage in the
room’s overall aesthetic. The additional tribal
elements such as the skull and horns and
the African wooden beads add a cultural and
well-traveled feel to the room, while more
modern touches like the antique starburst
mirror and the chandelier provide a layer of
contemporary sophistication.

BROOKE COLE
BROOKE COLE
INTERIORS
SUITE 4

ANNE BURESH
ANNE BURESH
INTERIOR DESIGN
FAMILY ROOM
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MEREDITH BEREGOVSKI
GEORGIA STREET DESIGN
FAMILY ROOM

The traditional black-and-white farmhouse aesthetic fell flat when it came to
inspiring designer MEREDITH BEREGOVSKI. “So instead of focusing solely
on the theme of the house, I decided to focus on ‘showhouse’ instead,” she
explains. That change in direction led Beregovski to draw inspiration from a
striped fabric on a Highland House sofa. “The fabric is abundant in color with
taupe, pale pink, a rich chocolate brown, and even a hint of vibrant green.”
The designer kept the walls a neutral white so she could layer texture and
additional color, like the bold hunter-green Schumacher fabric for the draperies and the Thibaut grasscloth for the bookcases. So as not to skew too traditional, however, Beregovski added modern touches throughout with pieces
like the eye-catching Lucite-and-glass Highland House side table with gold
accents and the chandelier by Arteriors.

HILL RONDERO
MILLICENT DESIGN STUDIO
FIRST-FLOOR STUDY

“Designing the home office was all about keeping it simple, clean, and comfortable,” says designer HILL RONDERO. “It’s crisp and collected, layered
texture with a neutral palette. Nothing distracting, which is perfect for working
from home.” There’s an instant coziness to the space with its all-black walls and
textural details such as the pale hide rugs and the pair of chairs by Four Hands
swathed in a soft-cream boucle. “Interest always happens with juxtaposition,”
Rondero says, nodding to the edgy, modern portrait photography by Neave
Bozorgi against the organic details of the vintage driftwood sculpture and the
bleached oak of the desk by CB2.
When it comes to design, NANCY PARRISH feels fashion and interiors go
hand in hand. “They really drive each other,” she says. “They’re like the perfect
mate.” In Parrish’s stunning powder room design, which she calls “bohemian
eclectic,” the broad-brush strokes in the bold wallpaper by Reeta Ek were the
foundation. Parrish complemented the wallcovering with an unexpected blackand-white pattern on the Roman shade, a whimsical Foo Dog tea towel, and the
natural elements of the “mushroom” stool.
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Sunrise and sunset are what inspired designer SARAH CATHERINE
GARVIN to choose a color palette that felt warm and comforting. “The
outdoor lanai was inspired by all the art our universe creates,” says
Garvin, who incorporated subtle touches of nature-inspired accents
throughout the space. The nickel-groove ceiling was designed with a
pattern that envelopes the space in warmth and reflects the shape of
the sun’s rays in abstract form. The waterfall fountain that was custom
designed by Hull House Design and Garvin’s team and fabricated by
Tyca Industries provides the calming sounds of water. And a suspended
artwork mobile by sculpture artist Alexander Calder is reminiscent of
the solar system. Garvin pulled these design elements together to create
a sophisticated lounge area that feels urban and chic, yet casual and comfortable enough for everyday use.
One of designer SUSAN HILL’s mainstays is reclaimed wood, which
she effortlessly and seamlessly blended in this sophisticated guest
bedroom. “Using different reclaimed wood pieces, done in a modern way,
easily lend themselves to a unique farmhouse aesthetic, especially when
paired with more traditional fabrics,” Hill says. The designer normally
begins the design process inspired by a fabric, but in this case, Hill was
smitten with a chunky console table by Taracea that she’d seen at High
Point Market. “I thought these substantial reclaimed wood-oak nightstands [custom designed by Stephen Torrence with Torrence Woodcraft]
would be beautiful and provide a foundation for the rest of the space.”
To soften the hard lines of the wood pieces, Hill layered a floral Thibaut
fabric, a large buffalo-check print fabric, and a tweed headboard to the
matte brass bed. The velvet pillows and custom lavender bolster pillow
add a touch of feminine to balance the more masculine furniture items.

SUSAN HILL
SUSAN HILL
INTERIOR DESIGN
GUEST BEDROOM
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NANCY PARRISH
NANCY PARRISH
INTERIORS
FRONT POWDER
ROOM

SARAH CATHERINE GARVIN
SELECT CHARLOTTE
OUTDOOR LANAI
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ERIC ENNIS
HIGH COTTON
HOME COMPANY
FAMILY ROOM

CAMERON JONES
DESIGNER CAMERON INTERIORS
GUEST BATHROOM

The moment you walk into the family room of this Modern Manor showhouse, your eyes
are drawn directly to the dramatic fireplace. The Phillip Jeffries coffered-wood wallpaper
was a major statement piece for the space, and designer ERIC ENNIS created it as such.
“It provided a huge amount of visual interest,” he says. With every head turn, you find
something new to catch your eye, which is thanks in part to Ennis’ use of texture throughout. The bold green leather-wrapped chairs with a channeled luxe fabric and the game
table with a shagreen inlay top—not to mention the abundance of texture on the pillows
and upholstery—create a cozy yet sophisticated vibe.
Vintage-inspired ’50s tile in a blush pink is what designer CAMERON JONES looked to
as the springboard for his design of the guest bathroom. “It reminded me of modern bathrooms from the ’50s and ’60s, and I was curious how I could reinterpret that aesthetic to
be relevant and fresh for today,” he explains. “Doing this space for the showhouse was
a great opportunity to experiment and think a little broader, a chance to let loose!” The
printed abstract butterfly-patterned wallpaper by Harlequin and the butterfly art created
by Stephen Wilson pair well with the retro-style brass cabinet hardware and the plumbing
fixtures, giving the room an edgy, midcentury modern vibe throughout.
As an avid traveler, designer STARR MILLER wanted to incorporate some of the
design elements she’d often see while staying at a fine hotel, or, more specifically, a
luxury ship. “From the beginning, we envisioned this home feeling like a resort that you
never want to leave,” Miller explains. “For the master bedroom, I was looking for the
built-in feel of a luxury yacht.” The wood paneling with a touch of shimmer in between
the channel grooves was highlighted by the ethereal light fixture by Romanian artist
Andreea Braescu. Full of whimsical floating porcelain ginkgo leaves, this bespoke chandelier speaks to the well-traveled homeowner who wants a unique touch. The aqua silk
wallcovering is reminiscent of the ocean, while the chaise brings a curved, playful counterbalance to the stability of the headboard wall.
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STARR MILLER
STARRMILLER
INTERIOR DESIGN
MASTER BEDROOM
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ASHLEY DELAPP
ASHLEY DELAPP
INTERIOR DESIGN
DINING ROOM
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In a room that is mainly windows, designer ASHLEY DELAPP knew she had to make the most of
the wall space she did have. She chose a vibrant, oversized floral-patterned wallpaper by Clarke &
Clarke as the starting point for the dining room’s design and took advantage of the ceiling space by
layering a textured grasscloth by York to create additional interest. “The room has huge windows
that look out into nature, and I wanted the room to feel like a seamless extension of that,” she says.
“It’s a light, airy space full of drama; there are lots of different places your eye can go.” This includes
standout pieces like the custom dining table by Aronson Woodworks with its warm gray base,
which DeLapp accented with pink paint that allows the striking wood grain to peek through.
When designers HADLEY QUISENBERRY and LISA BRITT were enlisted to design the
powder room, the stunning Aronson Woodworks rose-gold finish on the custom vanity was
already selected for the space. “The builder was interested in a dark, moody feel for the powder
room,” says Quisenberry, who admits West Trade Interiors’ signature aesthetic is typically
lighter and brighter. However, the designers were up for a design challenge. Using the vanity’s
wood grain as inspiration for the room, they looked to Morgan Hunt to create the eye-catching
woodland mural on the walls. Quisenberry and Britt then layered neutral hues and highlights
of pearl complemented by gold-metallic accents, as seen in the suspended Currey & Company
mirror and the pair of pendant lights, as well as in the Kallista vessel sink and faucet.
DOMINIQUE DELANEY had no trouble deciding on the aesthetic for her guest-bedroom
design in this year’s showhouse. “Growing up with a grandfather who was an avid outdoorsman
and a mother who rehabilitated wildlife, nature played an ever-present role in my childhood,”
says the designer, who chose a modern, woodland vibe for the boy’s bedroom. DeLaney’s goal
when designing a child’s room is to “marry the whimsy of childhood with a sophistication that
can grow well beyond the toddler years.” DeLaney achieved this with the playful forest animals
removable wallpaper by TimelessDecorations and blue trim accents and trim work, which served
as the ideal backdrop for timeless pieces such as the Made Goods camel leather dresser and
the classic spindle bed by Liberty Woodcraft. The custom swivel chair swathed in a Brunschwig
& Fils Les Palmiers fabric with a rust velvet cushion by InsideOut Performance Fabrics is functional and durable enough to withstand tiny hands and feet. u

HADLEY
QUISENBERRY
& LISA BRITT
WEST TRADE
INTERIORS
POWDER ROOM

DOMINIQUE DELANEY
DOMINIQUE DELANEY
INTERIOR DESIGN
GUEST BEDROOM
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At Cottingham Chalk, we are not just REALTORS® – we are partners.
For over 35 years, we have celebrated success with our clients
in residential real estate. Continuing to build upon those genuine
relationships has been the foundation of our business philosophy
while delivering superior experience for our clients buying or
selling homes.

704 .364. 170 0 | COT T I NGH AM C H AL K.CO M
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OUTDOOR LIVING

MAKING
a SPLASH
Blue Haven Pools creates waves in Charlotte.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LARRY SANDERS.

Written by Brandy Woods Snow
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B

rian Peppin and Rob Peppin of Blue Haven
Pools & Spas stepped into ownership of the
Charlotte territory at the beginning of 2020
with a refined focus on developing a robust
business model in the area and a satisfied
customer base for the Blue Haven family.
For them, the pool business is family business. After all,
they got their start in the industry as mere kids, working
after school and during summer breaks in their father’s pool
business on the plumbing and rebar crews until eventually
becoming project managers in their home state of California.
When their father decided to sell the business in 2004 and
move east to start a new pool company in Charleston, South
Carolina, they followed along and together founded the
Charleston office of Blue Haven Pools.
“During that time, I transferred to a sales and design role
in the company while Rob managed onsite projects,” Brian
Peppin says. “Later on, Rob moved on to supervise the entire
construction portion of the business while I took over sales,
marketing, and business development.”
In 2015, the brothers assumed control of all business
operations to allow their father to retire. “Together, Rob
and I doubled the business, both in revenue and number of
pools built, not only because of our quality workmanship but
because of our commitment to our clients.”
The Peppins are committed to making sure every customer
receives the best experience possible, whether that customer
is a builder, an architect, or a homeowner. This dedication
to customer satisfaction and the exponential growth in

“OUR FOCUS IS NOT ON WHO
CAN BUILD THE MOST POOLS,
BUT WHO CAN BUILD THE
HAPPIEST CUSTOMER POOL.”
—BRIAN PEPPIN
their business didn’t go unnoticed, and in late 2019, they
were approached by the home office and asked if they were
interested in becoming the owners of the Charlotte territory.
“After talking it over and weighing our options, we knew
we wanted to bring the same level of quality and care to the
Charlotte market, creating an experienced team to best serve
our customers,” Brian Peppin says.
Now, they are carving their niche in the market, bringing
the full confidence and reputation of the Blue Haven name—a
brand recognized nationally as an industry leader in custom
inground pools, having served nearly 90,000 customers in the
last twenty-five years.
“Today, we have revamped a lot of the business processes
here in our office, and we are well underway to establishing
ourselves as the best pool builder in the Charlotte market,”
Brian Peppin says. “Our focus is not on who can build the
most pools, but who can build the happiest customer pool.” u

For more information about BLUE HAVEN POOLS & SPAS,
call 704-889-1300 or visit BLUEHAVEN.COM.
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Redefining Surfaces.
Redefining Kitchens.

Homes evolve, they become
social spaces in which we do not
only cook, but live in.
We have created a resistant
and durable material with
unlimited designs, to create
spaces without labels.

Charlotte 11435 Granite Street - Suite B | Charlotte, NC 28273 | 704.504.1538

Floor & Countertop Dekton® Chromica Baltic
Wall Dekton® Liquid Embers

25 years transferable Dekton® warranty
look out inspiration at cosentino.com

CAROLINAS’ PREMIER INTERIOR
DESIGN SHOWROOMS SERVING
DESIGNERS AND ARCHITECTS
Alma H. Greene & Elaine Greene Hougham

WE ARE OPEN!
C H A R L O T T E : 2122 Freedom Drive, Suite A | Charlotte, NC 28208 | 704.358.0277
R A L E I G H : 1405 Capital Blvd | Raleigh, NC 27603 | 919.832.5555

ahokelimited.com
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

YOUR
Happy PLACE
Breathe life into your home’s unused spaces.
Written by Brandy Woods Snow

I

n the wake of COVID-19 and its mandated quarantine
that left many Americans at home, numerous homeowners began looking for their “happy space” within the
confines of their square footage—a place to get away, to
relax, and to enjoy while staying indoors. These would-be
happy spaces would shirk off the limitations and be
opened up to the possibilities of what could be, with so many
unused spaces in homes just looking for that spark of creativity
to become something more. For instance, that nook under the
staircase could be the perfect spot for a new wine-storage center.
Or a larger space—an empty attic or an unused guest room—could
easily be transformed into a home office or hobby room.
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“Creating a happy space can mean so many different
things to so many different people, and that is what makes
our job so much fun,” says Laura VanSickle, co-owner of
Closets by Design Charlotte. “We spend our days designing
beautiful closets, mudrooms, garages, offices—you name it!
But some of the most fun projects we’ve worked on are those
unique spaces that really reflect the homeowner’s interests
and style.”
Closets by Design has offered clients customized organizational solutions for their spaces for decades. Recognized as an
industry leader, they provide only the highest-quality product
lines at the best value for homeowners looking for storage

efficiency in closets, garages, laundry rooms, pantries, home
offices, and hobby rooms. But no space is out of the question,
and the ideas are limitless.
“We can literally customize any space into your happy place!
For one customer, that meant turning an attic room into a ‘sheshack’ where she could practice yoga or spend a little girl-time
with her friends. For a professional chef client, it meant designing
and implementing a creative pantry of her dreams that made
every unique item within easy reach,” VanSickle says.
The Charlotte team has also done wine rooms (and even
smaller wine cabinets) for the savviest wine collectors, garages
with flex-tile flooring to showcase car collections, and a wallto-wall backlit cabinet with glass shelves to display one client’s
massive Transformer collection.
For homeowners interested in exploring their storage options,
Closets by Design offers a free consultation with one of their
trained designers who will assess the space, discuss needs, and
draw up a custom plan tailored to be a dream space with full
installation scheduled within weeks of the initial meeting.

“WE CAN LITERALLY CUSTOMIZE
ANY SPACE INTO YOUR HAPPY
PLACE.”—LAURA VANSICKLE

“Our designers are all extremely well-trained on various
accessories and design ideas. They can turn that spare room into a
beautiful and efficient hobby room, a wrapping paper station, your
own personal dressing room with lit displays, a coffee station,
wine fridge, make up table—you name it!” VanSickle says. “And
most installs take only a day, so it is truly like being a star in a
home makeover show!” u

For more information, contact CLOSETS BY DESIGN at
800-BY-DESIGN, 704-588-7272, or visit CLOSETSBYDESIGN.COM.
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DESIGN

ROOM with
a VIEW
Home design creates synergy with natural vistas.

W

Written by Brandy Woods Snow
Photography by Dustin Peck

hile homes with expansive windows
allow for beautiful, immersive vistas
and loads of natural light, these very
assets can often become challenges
to the home designer tasked with
decorating the space. This was the
exact situation Eric Ennis and the High Cotton Home Company
team faced when called in to design a Fourth Ward penthouse with
sweeping views of uptown Charlotte.
They pondered the same questions any designers in their position
might: How to ensure the design would complement the views
without allowing one to overshadow the other? How to accommodate
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the homeowner’s lifestyle needs and wants while also taking advantage of the natural beauty beyond the unit’s walls? How to mitigate
light and privacy issues that come with such expansive windows?
“When designing a room, we always want to think about the main
goal of the space and where we want our eyes to land,” Ennis says. “In
this space, we wanted to keep everything low and natural so as not to
take away from the views.”
A neutral color palette keeps the aesthetic clean and streamlined
while the use of texture adds depth and interest to the overall design. A
large custom sectional in the family room takes advantage of the open
floor plan and ample square footage, allowing for great entertaining
opportunities for the homeowners. The furniture’s low profile and clean

“IN THIS SPACE, WE WANTED TO KEEP EVERYTHING
LOW AND NATURAL SO AS NOT TO TAKE AWAY
FROM THE VIEWS.”—ERIC ENNIS
lines work to enhance the view rather than detract from it. Swivel chairs, which Ennis
says are a must in an open floor-plan design, enable guests to take advantage of the
sweeping views and the conversational areas. One-of-a-kind accessories and pottery are
beautifully layered throughout the condo to add personality and warmth, while the contemporary artwork lends visual appeal without overpowering the decor or views.
In addition to capitalizing on the impressive vistas, the High Cotton Home
team also had to manage the flood of natural light into the condo.
“We all love great amounts of natural light until we want to sleep in or watch TV,”
Ennis says. In this penthouse unit, High Cotton Home overcame this obstacle with
floor-to-ceiling sheer panels that run on track systems for easy use in the living spaces
and black-out panels in the bedrooms. These window treatments not only provide a
light-control function but also provide a measure of privacy, while also framing the
windows and drawing attention to the landscape to seamlessly bring the outdoors in.
Ample floor space was left near the windows, inviting the homeowners and visitors
alike to stroll up and enjoy the view.
“The comprehensive design is very clean and contemporary so as not to overpower any part of the home or detract from the beautiful views but to complement
them seamlessly,” Ennis says. u
For more information, contact HIGH COTTON HOME COMPANY
at 704-335-1220 or visit HIGHCOTTONHOMECOMPANY.COM.
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AMBIANCE GARDEN DESIGN
THE GARDEN IS OUR STUDIO.
THE ART IS INVESTMENT QUALITY LANDSCAPING.
A garden adds beauty to reality. Making the ordinary magical through practical means. Enhance
your life and add value to your home. Ambiance Garden Design makes gardening Into an art, in
which each season of the year has its beauty. It’s practically magical, with dividends in style.

WWW.AMBIANCEGARDENDESIGN.COM | 704-292-4400

Design Your Own Staycation... Customized Shea Plans on Your Homesite
Design Your Own Staycation...
Customized
Shea Plans on Your Homesite
SheaCustom.com
| 704.602.3333
SheaCustom.com | 704.602.3333

We offer:
We offer:
From 400K to over $2 million | Homesite preparation and/or demo of existing home
From 400K to over $2 million | Homesite preparation and/or demo of existing home
Modern Design Studio provides thousands of on-trend options
Modern
Design Studio provides thousands of on-trend options
Home Warranty | Large plan portfolio | Fixed Pricing Contracts

Home Warranty | Large plan portfolio | Fixed Pricing Contracts
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SIMPLE
BLESSINGS
By Jim Noble
Photography by The Plaid Penguin

Much has been written
lately about the challenges
we are facing, which are
many and hard. Without
diminishing the heartbreak,
I want to share my thoughts
about the blessings that can
still be found even in the
toughest of times.
Such blessings tend to come in very
simple forms. So simple, we might even
miss them. A kind word from an old
friend. A warm hug. A summer sunset. A
home-cooked meal with people you love.
With no place to go and our cars
parked, a lot of us rediscovered the
outdoors this past spring: the Carolina
blue sky, the blooming dogwoods and
azaleas. Color was erupting everywhere,
and this time, rather than zipping past,
people were there for it.
Spring is my favorite time of year.
I look forward to watching the plants
bloom in sequence: redbuds, Bradford
pears, cherry trees, purple buds,
dogwoods, and then the dramatic
wisteria followed by the azaleas.
As I looked out of my office window
one day, though, I realized that my
Japanese maple had gone into full leaf
without me seeing the process. For five
weeks, my management team and I had
been heads-down trying to help Noble
Food & Pursuits weather this crisis, help
my staff earn a living, and help those in
need. I had missed the show.
The thought saddened me a little, but
it also brought back memories of another
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“I THINK WE’VE ALL
BEEN GIVEN THE GIFT
OF BETTER EYESIGHT.
IT MAKES IT EASIER TO
SPOT THE BLESSINGS.
WE JUST HAVE TO
REMEMBER TO USE IT.”
place full of living color: my g randfather’s garden. We visited there virtually
every week as a kid. We ate around
picnic tables under big oak trees, and
my love of vegetables is a reflection of
the many, many hours I spent there.
By high summer, the tomato vines
were heavy with red German Johnsons
as big as a fighting man’s fists, and
yellow crookneck squashes were
peeking out from under canopies of
fuzzy green leaves. Butter beans, corn,
okra, beets, cucumbers, and green
beans were everywhere. Potato plants
bloomed white and yellow flowers to
signal the end of their growing season.
Lime-colored scuppernong grapes hung
from trellises that granddaddy built in
the backyard, and his beehives hummed
with bees making their return trips
from the flowerbeds.
Color was everywhere in that
garden. The fruits and vegetables—
some still warm from a day in the sun—
would adorn our plates and then fill our
bellies. We sliced wedges of red watermelon and orange cantaloupe and sat on
the porch, shelling pastel-colored peas
and beans until sunset.
As a kid, I loved all of that delicious
food, and I developed an appreciation
for the garden—and precious time
spent with loved ones. Especially now.
I think we’ve all been given the gift
of better eyesight. It makes it easier
to spot the blessings. We just have to
remember to use it. u
Chef JIM NOBLE is the executive chef and owner of NOBLE FOOD & PURSUITS.
For more information, visit NOBLEFOODANDPURSUITS.COM.
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LET IN
THE LIGHT
By Beth Keim
Photography by Mekenzie Loli

There is nothing I love more
than bringing the outside in
and filling a room with light.
And what better way to do that than
with new doors and a lighter, brighter
color palette. This is precisely what
we did when designing one of my
favorite homes in Myers Park. We
said goodbye to the small double patio
doors and brought in a full wall of
glass. The newly designed patio now
feels like part of the living room and
looks nearly double its size.
Using similar colors, we changed
up the walls and furniture in the
living room. One great way to
lighten up a room is by redesigning
the fireplace wall. Once heavy with
wood-flanking built-ins, we made this
wall sleek by adding a pair of custom
cabinets and simple floating shelves
over the top—custom made by Jacob
Wolfe of 2dash1. Down came the
mantle and heavy woodwork and up
went large-scale tile with the look and
feel of light cement.
With all of the neutral colors,
we needed a big dose of pattern, so
we incorporated ivory sofas with a
striking geometric pattern. Don’t be
afraid to use patterns. They may be
scary on a small swatch, but they can
make quite an impact. All of these
pieces together speak to each other
in a calming, light, and airy way, yet
all are interesting in their detail. The
patterned pillows, special hardware,
and different materials all play off of
each other. u
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“THERE IS NOTHING I LOVE MORE THAN
BRINGING THE OUTSIDE IN AND FILLING
A ROOM WITH LIGHT.”

BETH KEIM is the owner of LUCY AND COMPANY, a full-service interior design firm located at 2108 South Boulevard, Suite 213.
For more information, visit LUCYANDCOMPANY.COM or call 704-342-6655.
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#stillcontemporary

Soul of the South Uptown Tour

Hodges Taylor
Summer 2020
hodgestaylor.com

Uptown
June 19
feastfoodtours.com

This year, Hodges Taylor celebrates
its fortieth anniversary of their
gallery, established in 1980 by Dot
Hodges and Christie Taylor. In
commemoration, they are pleased
to present #stillcontemporary,
a group exhibition featuring all
artist partners. #stillcontemporary
will be the inaugural exhibition of
their new gallery, located in The
RailYard, in the heart of South End.
They are excited to share their new
space with you and to celebrate
their fortieth year in business as
Charlotte’s longest-running art
gallery. Please continue to check
their website for updates and details
on their opening, expected to be
later this summer.

Queen City Jazz Fest 2020
Charlotte Metro Credit
Union Amphitheatre
June 20
charlottemetrocreditunionamp.com

Annelies Gentile’s Art
in the Garden Program
Joslin Garden
June 28–October 25
cityofoaksfoundation.org

Wildflower
Lark & Key
Through June 26
larkandkey.com

Toshkova Fine Art Advisory

Joe Rogan: The Sacred Clown Tour
Spectrum Center
June 27
spectrumcentercharlotte.com

tfa-advisory.com

At the Seams

Irina Toshkova has spent the last
fifteen years successfully running
art gallery spaces in Charlotte. She
has now launched Toshkova Fine
Art Advisory, a new venture offering
private and corporate art consultation,
artist representation, and exhibit
curation, building relationships
between art lovers and today’s most
progressive and passionate artists.
“My goal with TFA Advisory is to take
the time I need to continue building
authentic relationships between those
who are passionate about making art
and those who are passionate about
collecting it,” Toshkova says. For more
information, visit tfa-advisory.com.

McColl Center for Art + Innovation
Through July 11
mccollcenter.org
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Legally Blonde
Theatre Charlotte
July 16–19
theatrecharlotte.org

Dave Matthews Band
PNC Music Pavilion
July 28
charlottemusicpavilion.com

Jesus Christ Superstar
Belk Theater
July 28–August 2
blumenthalarts.org

HODGES TAYLOR PORTRAIT: LYDIA BITTNER-BAIRD; IRINA TOSHKOVA PORTRAIT: KYO H NAM.
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CHRISTINE HOTHAM & THERESA KISTLER
NC & SC BROKER / REALTOR®, ASP®, SPS®

Christine: 704. 607. 2338
Theresa: 704. 451. 0247

chotham@helenadamsrealty.com
christinehotham.com

BALLANTYNE | RANDOLPH RD. | LAKE NORMAN | FORT MILL

HELENADAMSREALTY.COM

SEE THE ���� DESIGNER CHARITY SHOWHOUSES NOW!
VIRTUAL TOUR: VIMEO.COM/ONDEMAND/IDSCLTSHOW

JOIN THE INTERIOR DESIGN SOCIETY OF CHARLOTTE TODAY AT IDSCHARLOTTE.COM/JOIN.PHP
thank you to all of our sponsors & showhouse contributors | proceeds beneﬁting four charities

C R E AT I V I T Y, I M A G I N AT I O N A N D S T Y L E ,
ALL THROUGH ONE DOOR.

Promenade on Providence: 5341 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy, Ste. 350, Charlotte
704 • 844 • 6330 | FrontDoorFabrics.com

CUSTOM DESIGN
GUARANTEED QUALITY
UNMATCHED CAPABILITIES
SERVING THE CAROLINAS FOR
THREE GENERATIONS, SINCE 1939
YOU IMAGINE, WE DESIGN,
FABRICATE, AND INSTALL

THANK YOU TO ALL THE DESIGNERS
AND SOUTHERN COTTAGE CORPORATION FOR
ALLOWING US TO BE PART OF THIS AMAZING HOME
Bathroom Design by Starr Miller Interior Design

1822 SUNNYSIDE AVE | CHARLOTTE, NC 28204 | 704-334-0512 | HARKEYTILEANDSTONE.COM

unique
bring unique home
with exacting standards
and attention to detail
throughout the process
set your wine and home
apart by expressing
your unique vision

cavemancellars.com
jeff@cavemancellars.com
7O4.564.9638
C R E AT I N G
E X T R AO R D I N A RY
W I N E S PA C E S
WITH YOUR WINE
IN MIND

For your retreat along
the South Carolina shore

Extraordinary Design & Marsh View
540 Dune Oaks Drive in DeBordieu Colony
4 Bed | 4 Full Bath | $1,950,000

Contemporary Creek Home
165 Prospect Point Loop in DeBordieu Colony
5 Bed | 4 Full Bath | $1,450,000

Beach Home with Ocean Views
300D Myrtle Avenue in Pawleys Island
4 Bed | 2 Full Bath | $748,500

Geoff Groat | 843.240.9530

The Church Team | 336.480.5792

Lauren Fournier | 843.855.4799

Hidden Gem in Pawleys Island
286 Berry Tree Drive in Pawleys Island
4 Bed | 3.5 Full Bath | $699,000

Golf Course Villa with Pool Views
40 Collins Meadow Dr. #23 in DeBordieu Colony
3 Bed | 3 Full Bath | $525,000

Short Walk to the Beach
346 Middleton Drive in North Litchfield Beach
3 Bed | 2 Full Bath | $499,900

Denise Talbert | 843.520.6333

Toby Avant & Tom Nichols | 843.833.9566

Darissa Thompson | 843.457.9449

peacesir.com | debordieu.com
Peace Sotheby’s International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.

© 2020 MoistureShield

Traditional Composite Decking
Asphalt Pavement
MoistureShield®
with CoolDeck® Technology

Your Feet Will Thank You

CoolDeck Technology

Reduces
Heat by up to

35

%

*

Enjoy more of your summer outdoors.
MoistureShield with CoolDeck is the only composite decking
designed to beat the heat.

*Reduces heat absorption by up to 35% compared to standard capped composites.
Tested against a standard cap (MoistureShield Refine) in a similar color.

The Majestic Bath
majesticbath.com
704.366.9099
621 South Sharon Amity Rd
Charlotte, NC 28211
Hughes Kitchen & Bath Collection
hugheshuntersville.com
704.892.6466
16235 Northcross Dr
Huntersville, NC 28078

SMART DESIGN.
EXEMPLARY CRAFTSMANSHIP.
Newport Brass is the recognized brand for quality constructed
bathroom and kitchen products. Carrying the distinction of ﬂawless
beauty and extended durability, our products are available in a full
range of ﬁnishes and contemporary, transitional and traditional styles.

