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the  an Landscape group.
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1200-M Westinghouse Blvd
Charlotte, NC 28273

980.237.3700
www.bottegastone.com

A T L A N T A          C H A R L O T T E

OFFERING THE FINEST NATURAL STONE 

SLABS AND TILES 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD.
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F r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

On The Cover:
Designer Jane Schwab 
opens her doors 
and reveals how her 
impeccable style is 
perfectly in place in 
her own home and 
demonstrates both the 
art of being authentic 
and living graciously 
(page 56).

W
hile i love interior design and relish the opportu-
nity to feature talent in our region, i’m certainly 
not a designer. of course, i like to design and 
decorate and then redesign and redecorate my 
home over and over again, but i could never 
imagine doing it for someone else. i’m too 

stubborn and set in my ways, as my husband likes to remind me. so, i’ve 
always revered interior designers who have their signature look but have the 
innovation, flexibility, and ingenuity to create spaces that are true representa-
tions of their clients, transforming spaces into a reflection of the people who 
reside there rather than themselves. 
 But what if designers had no rules or restraints? What if they had free rein to 
go wild? When it comes to their own homes, that’s exactly what they do. it’s the 
place where their intuition and freedom intersect with no permission needed. 
it’s a place where they can open their artistic floodgates and allow their homes 
to become blank canvases engulfed in a deluge of lawless design. 
 in this issue, three designers welcome us into their homes and give us insight 
into life within their walls. from California cool (page 42) to timeless design 
(page 56) to country french-meets-mid-century modern (page 68), there’s 
something to be said for dancing to your own beat. a genius abides by no rules; 
a concept portrayed perfectly through the lens of designers Jess ebert, Jane 
schwab, and Brooke Cole. 
 i should also mention that this time of year is, as designer Holly Phillips of 
the english room calls it, “the super Bowl, the olympics, and the presidential 
election all rolled into one” – High Point Market – and she’s not exaggerating. 
for interior designers, Christmas comes twice a year. it’s the largest home 
furnishings show in the world, and it’s right here in our backyard. spanning 
over a period of five days and millions of square feet (yes, i said millions), 
Market is the go-to destination for designers from around the world. When 
you take a look at your coffee table, just think; that piece of furniture was most 
likely introduced during Market and made its way into your home thanks to the 
dedicated designer who spent countless hours scouring and scouting. i could go 
on and on, but i’m pretty sure you’d rather hear it from a real designer. luckily, 
we have three local designers who’ve taken the time to break down Market for 
us and explain what it means to them (page 18). and in every show, there are 
always the prize-winners. Check out some jaw-droppers from spring High Point 
Market along with other notable pieces (page 26).   
 i’ve said many times that we have an abundance of incredible talent, and i 
won’t stop now. i’ll stick to my day job and let the professionals do what they 
do best. We can all cheers to that!

ashley Hotham Cox
editor in Chief
@ashleyhcox on instagram
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Jennifer Shreero
DeSigner

Jennifer’s design aesthetic is clean, airy and elegant with a brightness of 
mood and an ease of livability. She brings her love of home, travel and family 
to each of her projects while helping her clients maintain their existing style 
and personality. She has a talent for blending colors, patterns and textures 
with accessories to create a distinctive space that reflect her clients’ personal 
tastes. Organized and detail oriented, she is able to combine style with inno-
vation and function.  She generates a warm and trusting relationship with 
her clients, and her ability to place furniture and accessories has enabled her 
to build a loyal client base. Jennifer is a mother of three girls and loves to 
travel, cook and spend time with her family.  jennifer@bdjeffries.com. Complete design services available

Luxury lifestyle boutique offering 
exclusive gifts for men and women, antiques 

and interior accents for the home
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The Real Shaker Kitchen by DeVOL / www.devolkitchens.co.uk

The people, places, and things that elevate your home and living.
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HPMKT	101
Break	down	Market	for	us.	What	is	it?	What	does	it	mean	to	you? 
	 HP: High Point Market is everything to the design industry. it is 
the super Bowl, the olympics, and the presidential election all rolled 
into one! this is the premier furniture market in the world. it is a 
gift to have it in our state. this is the time to build relationships with 
vendors, find exciting new products for clients, and create camara-
derie with industry colleagues. 
 EM: Market is a place for us to go to find new vendors, get inspi-
ration, and just be in-the-know on design – the good, bad, and indif-
ferent. it is a great place for us to connect face to face with vendors, 
dealers, and leave a mark.
 HR and MV: in our industry, Market is an event where home 
furnishing companies showcase, share, and test their latest and 
greatest products. Market is where we go to shop for clients, 
get inspiration, and take in the creative energy swirling around 
High Point. it’s also the place where we get to see the products in 
person as opposed to viewing an image online, in a magazine, or 
in a catalog.

Spanning	over	a	period	of	five	days	with	more	than	11.5	million	
square	feet	of	show	space,	getting	to	see	everything	is	a	daunting	
task.	What’s	your	strategy? 
	 HP: i am ninety percent strategy and planning and ten percent 
spontaneity. i plan my days and leave a little time to visit the unex-
pected. i will say i judge a book by its cover, so the showrooms with 
great entry/window displays draw me in. there is so much ground 
to cover; i highly suggest going with a friend or seasoned designer 
with a plan your first visit.
 EM: We only go to the lower level where all the new vendors are, 
and then we do reach out to others but go at it with a specific plan as 
we drive up for the day and return home that evening.
 HR and MV: Well, neither of us suffer from foMo (fear of 
missing out), so ours is to see as much as we can in the time we 
are there, knowing that it’s impossible to cover everything and 
still enjoy the experience. We definitely prefer a quality over 
quantity approach.

talking points | hpmkt

tO MarkEt, 
to market

Moderated by Ashley Hotham Cox

The world’s largest home furnishings show, High Point Market is the Mecca for the 
design community where designers, buyers, exhibitors, and more travel from near 
and far to make the biannual pilgrimage. Three local designers join us for a panel 

discussion to talk about all-things Market and what it means to them.

Elizabeth Mydosh
EMC Design

Holly Phillips
The English Room

Hillary Rondero and Michel Van Devender
Millicent Design Studio



HIGH COTTON HOME
FURNITURE          DESIGN          LIGHTING          DECOR

 HIGH COTTON HOME COMPANY
2137 South Blvd #100  |  Charlotte  NC  28203  |  704.335.1220

www.highcottonhomecompany.com2137 South Blvd #100  •  Charlotte NC 28203 | 704.335.1220  •  www.highcottonhomecompany.com



20   HOMe DesIgn & DecOr cHarLOtte  | OctOber / nOveMber 2018

What	do	you	look	for	while	at Market?
	 HR and MV: We are, of course, shopping for clients, as well as 
for ourselves – the designer affliction! in a sense, it is a hunting 
and gathering mission, so to speak, in which we serve as style and 
design curators representing our clients at Market. We actually 
enjoy sifting through the massive amounts of goods to find those 
special, unique pieces to incorporate into the modern eclectic spaces 
we create for our clients. Big picture, we are looking to be inspired 
and enjoy the experience.

Name	a	few	of	your	favorite,	not-to-be-missed	spots?
	 HR and MV: oh no, you’re going to make us choose our favor-
ites?! there are so many great Market vendors that we love! i can 
say that we always hit, without exception, noir, regina andrews, 
oly, arteriors, Bobo, natural Curiosities, and selamat.

Do	you	schedule	appointments	ahead	of	time	or	do	you	just	pop	
into	showrooms?
	 EM: We move so quickly as sifting through that we do not tend 
to make appointments, as we rarely order at High Point Market. We 
gather information and bring it back to get a game plan together on 
what our needs are and map out our orders accordingly.
  
Are	you	multitasking	in	the	sense	of	you	have	multiple	projects	
underway	and	you’re	looking	for product for	each	one	of	them?	 
	 EM: yes, always. We tend to carry a minimum of fifteen active 
clients at once and design in both residential and hospitality arenas. 
therefore, our radars are always up for the next up-and-coming 
products, especially lighting.

CHECKLIST
What	are	some	of	the	essential	items	you	pack	with	you?	
 HP: i start with almost an empty bag. less is more at market 
because you are often on your feet a good sixteen hours through 

dinner. i always have business cards, my phone, a charger, an 
extra external battery, lipstick, a tiny card wallet, glasses, and sun-
glasses. that is all. it is the only time i do not subscribe to my “more 
is more” philosophy. i also love a crossbody to keep my hands free 
for photos and a coffee then later a cocktail. 
 EM: Band-aids, phone chargers, tax iD information, business 
cards, water, and snacks because we do not stop for lunch usually.
	 HR and MV: Well, we probably should pack Band-aids for 
blisters, but we most often pack rose and kombucha. Go figure! 
We’ve even forgotten our water bottles but remembered the rose!

LOVE	IT	OR	HATE	IT
How	do	you	feel	about	interior	design	trends?	Are	they	fads	or	are	
they	more	than	that?
	 HR and MV: We appreciate interior design trends and the creativ-
ity behind them, although we do not embrace them all. We believe 
that many trends are more than just mere fads, as even the classics 
were trends at some point. We gravitate towards the trends that 
have some longevity and more staying power. We may incorporate 
a couple of trendy pieces to keep it current; however, we typically 
shy away from spaces that are fully decked out in the “trend du 
jour.” We like to keep larger furniture pieces and case goods more 
classic and clean-lined, saving the client money in the long run.

What’s	something	that’s	really	hot	right	now	that	you	love?	
	 EM: antique brass mixed with cool tones, navy blue in all varia-
tions it can come in, and blushy pinks and purples are on the rise. 
industrial is on its way out. lighter walls, typically all the same 
color, give a bright, uplifting space and leaves opportunity for 
neutrals to play a role and allows color to make a bold statement. 
 HP: i love the brass trend. i cannot seem to shake my love of 
warm metals. i love it on furniture, hardware, and lighting. sadly, it 
can also be done poorly, too.

Barrie Benson collection for Highland House Florence Broadhurst for 
Selamat Designs Cockatoo Chair



antiques  |  Lighting  |  accessories
6809-c Phllips Place ct, charlotte, nc 28210  704-999-6976  |  Monday-saturday 10-5

www.granville-charlotte.com

Photography by MB Productions
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WORK	HARD,	PLAY	HARD
Market is	more	than	just	a	show.	There	
are	educational	conferences,	as	well	as	
social	gatherings	taking	place	through-
out	the	entire	event.	From	cocktail	
parties	and	private	dinners	to	panel	
discussions	and	seminars,	there’s	
something	going	on	at	all	times.
 
Do	you	find	yourself	engaging	in	
these	events?
	 HR and MV: We sometimes pop into an 
event, but it really just depends on what’s 
left in the gas tank at the end of the day 
and how our feet are holding up.
 HP: yes, that is the challenge. you want 
to do it all! i selectively choose a few ed-
ucational panels during the day.  i really 
try to knock out appointments and work 
and not start the events until evening. 
High Point Market can be like “Girls Gone 
Wild” for designers. you could go to a 
party from 9 a.m. to 2 a.m. if you choose. 
 
Which	events	are	you	going	to	and	why? 
	 HP: the style spotters breakfast is 
always a great way to break down the 
trends. the keynotes sponsored by 
Market are usually the heavy hitters. 
Many showrooms have book signings 
that are fun, too. 
 
What	do	you	hope	to	get	out	of	them?	 
	 HP: inspiration. it is worth its weight in 
gold. i love what i do, but it can get over-
whelming at times with tedious details 
galore. Hearing others’ perspectives and 
inspiration is rejuvenating. 
 HR and MV: We want to enjoy the 
company of other creative people and enjoy 
the Market experience.

FLASHBACK
Were	there	any	emerging	
designers	or	brands	that	really	
stood	out	to	you?	
	 HP: selamat and their 
florence Broadhurst pieces 
always delight. the new 
introductions from last Market 

were stellar, especially the clever Cockatoo chair. Consort Design 
also came in strong with their inaugural collection. i adored their 
Glouton Chair in sheepskin. 

What	about	any	oldies	but	goodies? 
	 HP: i use Barrie Benson for Highland House and the 
Mary Jane swivel chair over and over. visual Comfort 
lighting and Hudson valley are also lighting staples 
i could not do without. addison Weeks cabinet hardware 
is jewelry for your home that i adore. i am also a sucker 

for any bone inlay furniture so Made Goods always fits 
that bill. the list goes on and on.

Caddo Lantern by Julie Neill for Circa Lighting

Oly Studio showroom in High Point



 Pineville-Charlotte NC • 11735 Carolina Place Parkway • Phone 704.910.4045 • Mon - Sat 10 am - 7 pm  Sun noon - 6 pm

goodshomefurnishings.com  

Hickory NC • Hickory Furniture Mart • Phone 828.322.3471 • Mon - Sat 9 am - 6 pm  Closed Sunday

Comfort in Motion!
Power motion seating and 

recliners by Bernhardt Furniture. 

Customize your seating.

Famous Luxury Brands  •  Design Services Available  •  Special Orders  •  Custom Fabrics  •  Locally Owned & Operated



bourgeoismcginnbuilders.com@bourgeoismcginn

704  533  2280



H O U S E O F N O M A D D E S I G N . C O M
( 7 0 4 )  2 3 1 - 6 8 2 3

Meet the duo that’s mixing up  
interior design in Charlotte.
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market | market highlights

HigH 
Style

Produced by Ashley Hotham Cox
Written by Aleigh Acerni

The High Point Market never fails 
to deliver. Here’s a glimpse at 

some of our favorite showstoppers 
from the spring show, plus new 

must-haves for the season.

OttOMan 
EmpirE
Nearly four feet in diameter, you’ll need 
a large space to house the Menil Cocktail 
Ottoman. And that’s a good thing, because 
it’s stylish and comfortable, which will surely 
draw a crowd. Part of Charlotte-based 
interior designer Barrie Benson’s signature 
line for Highland House, the six-sided piece 
is just one example of her energetic, fresh 
aesthetic. Shown with a tray in blonde 
cerused wood, the hand-upholstered 
ottoman is available in a range of fabric 
and finish options. Available through 
Highland House / Starting at $2,085 / 
www.highlandhousefurniture.com

TakE a SEat
Laura Kirar’s background in sculpture and 
interior architecture is on full display in 
her new collection for Baker Furniture, 
which blends diverse influences in designs 
like this Folio Arm Chair. With a nod to Art 
Deco style, the chair pairs a leather-clad 
seat (in noche or parchment leather) and 
a polished brass base. Available through 
Good’s Home Furnishings / $4,635  /  
www.goodshomefurnishings.com

HEadS Up
Whether you hang it individually or in a 
group, the Celerie Kemble Parasol lighting 
fixtures bring natural texture and refined 
design to any space. Made of woven rattan 
and brass, the collection includes single 
pendants that are available in two sizes 
and can be flush mounted, a tiered 
pendant, and a lamp. Available through 
Traditions of Charlotte / Starting at 
$870 / www.traditionsofcharlotte.com



Jim Schmid Photography

D o n  D u f f y
A r c h i t e c t u r e

( P h o n e )  7 0 4 - 3 5 8 - 1 8 7 8
w w w . d o n d u f f y a r c h i t e c t u r e . c o m
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againsT ThE grain
Made of solid ash, the Reese end table is as easy on 
the eyes as it is easy to care for — no maintenance (or 
coasters) required. Just wipe with a dry or damp cloth, 
or hand wash with mild soap and water. If the sixteen-
inch-by-sixteen-inch size isn’t what you need, order a 
custom size for the perfect fit. Available through Aronson 
Woodworks / to the trade / www.aronsonwoodworks.com

sTylE FilES
Add a copy of Inspired Design: The 100 Most Important Designers of 
the Past 100 Years to your coffee table book collection. Created in 
celebration of Kravet’s centennial, the list includes inspirational 
designs by designers from all over the world, edited by Stephen 
Drucker, former editor-in-chief of House Beautiful and Martha Stewart 
Living. Available through Kravet / $75 / www.kravet.com

PagE TUrnEr
Draw inspiration from Dream Design Live, and let decorator 
Paloma Contreras show you the design process and how to 
inhabit your home in fulfilling — and beautiful — ways. For the 
designer’s debut book, stunning photography and accessible 
tips meet in each spread. Available through Abrams Books / $35 / 
www.abramsbooks.com

BirdS OF a 
FEaThEr 
It’s impossible to resist perching on the Parrot sofa from 
Julian Chichester. The bespoke piece is made to order in 
the United Kingdom with sleek lines and low, brass-clad 
feet. The Vladimir Kagan-inspired sofa brings energy and 
personality to any space. Available through Circa Interiors / 
Starting at $10,185 / www.circainteriors.com
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PattErn 
play
Inspired by Portugal, Tilton 
Fenwick’s latest collection for 
Duralee features a coordinated 
mix of strong statement prints 
and wovens with exuberant color 
combinations and bold patterns. 
Designs include abstract florals, 
an arch motif inspired by the 
Jeronimos Monastery in Lisbon, 
and a wave design based on the 
famed tiles in Lisbon’s Rossio 
Square. Used for upholstered 
furniture, curtains, or pillows, 
they add whimsy and energy 
to any space. Available through 
A. Hoke Ltd. / to the trade / 
www.ahokelimited.com

spool dayS
A contemporary take on the classic spool-turned bed 
with its upholstered headboard and charming silhouette, 
the St. Tropez canopy bed from Mr Brown London is 
equally at home in a beach house or mountain cabin. 
Choose from rustic grey pine, rustic white pine, and 
white gesso finishes plus three upholstery options. 
Available through Abode Home Design / $8,685  / 
www.mrbrownhome.com

CUrvE 
aPPEal
It’s iconic for a reason. Designed 
in 1968 and handmade in Italy, 
the curved back of the Foglia 
lounge chair is just as chic fifty 
years later. Available for indoor 
use in natural, stained, and 
lacquered rattan, or choose a 
special lacquer for the outdoors. 
Available through Property 
Furniture / Starting at $7,940 / 
www.propertyfurniture.com



2502 Dunavant street near remount road, charlotte, nc 28203
704-332-5454 | crazyjanesinc.com

Sophisticated, fashionable yet comfortable interiors with YOU in mind  •  Modern and Transitional designs for your home or office  
•  Fabrics, custom upholstered furniture, custom drapery and window shades, lighting,rugs, bed linens, case goods, original artwork, 

reupholstery, pillows and accessories  •  No design fees with purchase  •  Free local delivery  •  Day and evening appointments available

Thank you for 22 years in business!

Simply the Best...
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palette | olive

OlivE 
twiSt

This military-inspired 
hue is anything but drab.

Written by Christina Spratt Spencer 

 Distinctively layered undertones of gold and grey 
ebb and flow in the various facets of this intricately 
dark and moody shadow of green to produce a 
hue exactly its namesake, olive. a sophisticated 
juxtaposition of both sleek and earthy, this 
surprisingly neutral tone is remarkably versatile 
in its pairings. always a harmoniously grounding 
element, olive green is curiously chic with saturated 
pops of deep peony or plum or classically paired 
with crisp white and cognac. 

Clockwise from top left: 
The Urban Electric Co. Lundy Hang / $2,216 / www.urbanelectricco.com
James Dunlop Textiles Cherry Blossom in Jasper / to the trade / 
www.jamesdunloptextiles.com 
Dovetail Bernard Sofa / $1,279 / www.goodshomefurnishings.com
iittala Alvar Aalto Collection Vase / $195 / www.iittala.com
Jonathan Adler Doris Chair / $1,895 / www.jonathanadler.com

The Real Shaker Kitchen by deVOL / www.devolkitchens.co.uk 
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trend | layering

 Whether you’ve worked with 
Mary tobias Miller on interior 
design or you’ve strolled through 
her store, abode Home Design in 
Dilworth, everyone can agree her 
talent for design is indisputable and 
her style remarkable. inspired by 
travel and a self-proclaimed visual 
learner, Miller picks up creativity 
wherever she goes. 
 “Creating an exciting interior 
design scheme can be challenging, 
so you have to keep several things 
in mind for it to be successful. 
the inspiration can come from 
anywhere: a colorful carpet, a 
painting, or beautiful fabrics. the 
goal is to add interest and energy 
with pattern, color, and texture,” 
Miller says. 
 “scale is key when it comes to 
mixing patterns. Patterns of the 
same scale and size tend to fight 
each other, whereas, for example, 
a large floral pattern paired with 
a smaller patterned geometric 
or stripe look as if they belong 
together. the color schemes should 
usually relate in some way, but 
the current trend mix might add 
the punch of a random color. add 
trims, tapes, and fringes for even 
more detail,” she says.
 “texture is another way to make 
design schemes interesting. the 
proper mix of textures creates 
a visual balance. Consider using 
velvet, linen, and silk together. 
it’s pleasing to the eye and to the 
touch. add a cashmere or fur 
throw, and you’ve enhanced all of 
the above.”

layEr 
it on
Produced by 
Anne Marie Ashley



TTraditions
Classic Interiors Redefined

Home Furnishings and Interiors Design Services  |  Serving the Charlotte Area for 25 years  |  4317 Park Road  |  704.525.8727  |  traditionsofcharlotte.com
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design board

 known for her curated and colorful style 
that blends her extensive travels along with 
her love of art with a thoughtful approach to 
design, Cathy austin of Catherine M. austin 
interior Design brings the world to her clients’ 
doorsteps with a constant stream of fresh 
ideas and original finds.
 “When i work with clients, they are not 
just hiring an interior designer; they are 
gaining access to global design currents,” 
austin says. “sharing my education of art and 
design history, as well as connecting clients 
with artists and artisans are two of the most 
fulfilling roles of my profession. i love to keep 
my pulse on the constantly changing art and 
design worlds from finding up and coming 
artists at art fairs in Miami to rug makers 
using ancient techniques in the atlas 
Mountains of Morocco,” she says. “these 
experiences translate into an exclusive level 
of luxury through providing bespoke goods, 
handmade materials, and sources that are still 
undiscovered by the mainstream.”

1

1. Clarence House Jaipur Paisley in Pastel / www.clarencehouse.com
2. Loulou de la Falaise Hook Leaf Earrings / www.modaoperandi.com 
3. Vintage Brass and Amethyst Sputnik Chandelier / www.catherinemaustin.com
4. William Haines Chinese Chippendale Elbow Chair / www.williamhaines.com
5. Marie Daâge Assiette Divertemente / www.mariedaage.com
6. Ian Davenport Puddle Painting: Pale Lilac, Yellow (after Bonnard), 
2012 / www.artsy.net

 CatHy 
 austin

5

2 3

4

6



HIGH POINT • 1125 BEDFORD STREET • 336.886.8311

SHOP 
LIKE A 

PRO

All items are sold as-is with no returns or allowances. Prior sales excluded. Items shown are representative of the selection, 
which changes daily. All sales are cash & carry. The staff can assist with shipping at the buyer’s expense. Credit cards and cash only.

Discover what Charlotte’s top designers know: The Closet is the High 
Point destination for Julian Chichester and Mr Brown London furniture 

at impressive savings. High style. Low prices. It’s worth the drive!

Monday thru
Friday 9-5



Local Expertise, Tailored Service, Christie’s Credibility

CORNELIUS WATERFRONT
21215 Senlac Lane | MLS 3395816

Lori Ivester Jackson 704-996-5686
Reed Jackson 704-713-3623

THE PENINSULA - CORNELIUS
18218 Harbor Light Blvd. | MLS 3431763

Lori Ivester Jackson 704-996-5686
Julian Hacker 704-728-4868

THE PENINSULA - CORNELIUS
18111 Harbor Light Blvd. | MLS 3424771

Lori Ivester Jackson 704-996-5686

704-499-3054 | IvesterJackson.com | 6100 Fairview Road, Suite 1202

CANE POINTE - WAXHAW
6911 Nesbit Rd. | MLS 3239533

Betsy Stec Market 704-619-8603

CHATELAINE - WEDDINGTON
724 Beauhaven Ln. | MLS 3379048
Cindy Castano Swannack 704-904-6619

ROSEWOOD
2823 Providence Rd. #343 | MLS 3400438

Dee Reid 704-281-3913
Tar Reid 704-905-8221

-  Lake Norman Collection - 

Charlotte’s Most Distinctive Homes

MYERS PARK
964 Granville Rd. | MLS 3370143

Reed Jackson 704-713-3623

HEYDON HALL
9514 Heydon Hall Circle | MLS 3382035

Leslie Fisher 704-906-4749

MYERS PARK
2825 Briarcliff Place | MLS 3406118

Reed Jackson 704-713-3623

PELLYN WOOD
2019 Craigmore Dr. | MLS 3254980

Tracy Davis 704-779-9750
Reed Jackson 704-713-3623

$4.95 M

GREENWOOD
8343 Providence Rd. | MLS 3299035

Reed Jackson 704-713-3623
Lisa McCrossan 704-620-0328

MORROCROFT ESTATES
7545 Morrocroft Farms Ln. | MLS 3197936

Reed Jackson 704-713-3623
Cindy Castano Swannack 704-904-6619

$4.25 M $2.999 M

$2.295 M

UNDER CONTRACT

$1.849 M

$1,299,900 $1.325 M

$3.5 M $2.5 M $3.15 M

$1.429 M

SOLD

$1.249 M



39th Annual
Grand Opening & Sale

Starts October 6th!

11729 Carolina Place Parkway  Pineville, NC 28134   704.542.5300
PeppermintForest.com  Shop in-store & online!
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California Meets
Carolina
Page 42

Gracious
living
Page 56

signed,
Brooke Cole

Page 68

Home Design

Interior design by Brooke Cole; photography by Erin Comerford
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California 
Meets 

Carolina
At home with

 Jess ebert 
of four story 

interiors

Written by Aleigh Acerni  |  Photography by Laura Sumrak
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i’m a serial mover,” Jess 
ebert of four story interiors 
says. although she’s lived in 
her eastover home for three 
years—and it seems to be 
sticking—it’s the fourth home 

she’s lived in since moving to Char-
lotte from California eight years ago. 
(if you’re a dedicated HGtv fan, you 
might recognize her: ebert and her 
husband were featured in an episode 
of “House Hunters” during the 
process of buying their first home in 
the Queen City.)
 life has changed a lot for ebert 
since leaving California. in addition to 
all those moves, she became a mom of 
three (to Jackson, 7, vivienne, 4, and 
John, 5 months), and she launched 
her dream career as an interior 
designer after eight years in corporate 
planning and public relations. “Design 
is something i’ve loved forever,” she 
says. “i feel like a mad scientist: What 
can i play with, what can i change? 
Can i change the color of this door? 
Can i change the way this window 
treatment works? it makes me feel 
good to do something i enjoy.”
 When it came to her own home, 
as with many homeowners, ebert 
focused on the one classic, all-
important factor when it comes to real 
estate: location, location, location. she 
knew she could create a clean slate in 

“

On the cover: The photograph, by Los 
Angeles-based photographer Stephanie 
Vovas, has a very California ‘70s vibe. “Once 
I hung the piece, I knew I needed some 
furniture to ground it,” Jess Ebert says. “I 
found the Gabby console and layered in 
some different pieces to play around with 
texture and style. One of my favorite books, 
Surf Shack, lives on that console.” 
Left: One of the family’s pugs rests on the 
living room sofa. On the wall behind the 
stairs, the art print was made by Jess Ebert’s 
college roommate. “I found it in storage a 
year ago, and decided I needed to frame it,” 
she says. 
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Guests (and kids) often gather in the kitchen, where the 
island is functional and beautiful.
Top Right: Jess Ebert and the kids spend most of their 
time in the white-on-white kitchen. The pendants are 
from Schoolhouse Electric; the vintage runner is from 
Eliko Rugs at High Point Market.
Bottom Right: A crisp white color palette sets the tone 
for the dining room, where unexpected shapes — 
like the open-back end chairs from Selamat — offer 
contrast. The art above the fireplace is a custom 
commission by Kiah Denson from Art House Charlotte.
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The burled wood game table in the living 
room provides another place for the family to 
relax, while elegant slipcovered dining chairs 
from Lee Industries linger in the background. 
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almost any style of home, so she sought walkability and a 
great neighborhood — and found a perfect fit in eastover. 
“i wanted a home that gave us a city feel. i want to be 
able to walk to restaurants and parks,” she says. “the 
street we live on has so many young families; it’s got that 
quintessential neighborhood feel with kids running back 
and forth and neighborhood cocktail parties. We feel like 
we’ve hit the jackpot.”
 inside, ebert opted for a soothing, neutral color palette. 
“Downstairs i just wanted it to feel kind of like a breath of 
fresh air, where it’s like ‘ah, it’s nice in here,’” she says. 
“i have three children, and i have a chaotic life. We’re a 
young family. i want it to feel like we have kids but not 
like we’ve decorated for kids. it’s nice to walk in the door 
and feel like i’m calm here.” 

Left: In the elegant but casual living room, cozy fabrics pair with 
more traditional designs, like the brass reading lamps that flank the 
armchairs.
Right: In the breakfast nook, woven chairs by Safavieh surround a 
round mango wood table from Details. Pocket doors, which are 
painted Sealskin by Sherwin Williams, separate the space from the 
sitting room.
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 she’s also added some lighthearted, muted design elements 
throughout, playing with texture and small, measured pops of 
color. “for me, the biggest thing was the texture,” she says. “a 
lot of times i think that’s a mistake people make when they’re 
going for a neutral palette. i just want some beautiful cool 
elements but then keep everything else relaxed and simple.”
 ebert’s two favorite spaces are both downstairs: the kitchen 
and the mudroom, both of which got a major makeover after the 
family moved in. “My favorite place to hang out is the kitchen,” 
ebert says. the light-filled space is anchored by white subway 
tile, white marble countertops, and warm, rustic accents like 
natural wood and bronze. “We turn on music, and the kids sit at 
the island and eat. and when friends are over, we are always in 
the kitchen.”
 in the mudroom, ebert swapped out can lights for pendant 

lights, added custom built-ins, and applied wallpaper to the 
hallway and powder room. But the most striking element — and 
possibly ebert’s favorite — is the custom Dutch door, which is 
beautiful and functional. 
 “i have always loved the element of a Dutch door,” ebert 
says. “for me, it feels very homey. We’ve got two kids that run 
around; we always have friends over. it’s fun to pop that open 
when the weather is nice.”
 in the nearby powder room, the wallpaper makes a statement. 
it’s a little design surprise that energizes, complements, and 
contrasts the laidback feel of the rest of the home. ebert chose 
a floral design by Portland, oregon-based Makelike, purchased 
through Celedore Wallpaper. she had the company remake an 
existing pattern into custom colorway then painted the ceiling 
and trim to match. “it feels like a little jewel box,” she says.

Ebert’s calming neutral palette and mixed-
textures aesthetic bring a sense of peace 
to the master bedroom, where a curved 
end table with a mirrored top flanks the 
traditional bed in a dark stain. 

A colorful, abstract painting pops 
against the gray, taupe, and white 
palette, and a chunky throw adds a 
cozy touch to the sleek lines of the 
upholstered chairs.
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 “i love a bold wallpaper,” ebert says. “for me, that’s so fun. 
it’s almost like artwork. you install some beautiful wallpaper, 
and you’re done. that’s another way to inject personality into 
our home, and it reflects a little bit of our style, too.” 
 	“When i walk around the house, i want pieces that feel 
unique to us, that feel special,” ebert says. there’s no doubt this 
comes into play in her kids’ rooms and playroom. “i wanted the 
spaces to reflect their personalities,” she adds.
 for her super-girly daughter, ebert chose classic pink and 
florals (the wallpaper is from anthropologie), in a sophisticated 
way that feels youthful but can grow with her. for her older 
son, who she describes as “cool and chill,” she chose blues: a 
blue herringbone wallcovering by serena & lily is the perfect 
backdrop for wooden furniture in a dark finish; a colorful rug 
adds energy and movement. in the playroom, whimsical artwork 

hangs on an animal-patterned wallcovering — it’s a removable 
wallpaper by Chasing Paper — pillows covered in hearts and the 
Beatles’ yellow submarine add personality. 
	 although ebert’s home reflects her personal style, she doesn’t 
have trouble taking a few steps outside her own design aesthetic 
when it comes to designing for her clients. “My style is my 
style,” she says. “i’m happy to work with my clients and have 
their style be different. My role is to make their home the best 
version of themselves. Just like i would like my home to be the 
best version of me.”
 ebert truly takes this to heart but recognizes that as a 
designer, it’s sometimes her job to push the envelope with her 
clients, too. “a lot of people in Charlotte really love that sort of 
modern traditional look. that’s a really common theme i see 
in my clients,” she says, adding that her home has a little more 

Sophisticated but whimsical, the playroom is big on 
personality, with an animal-print wallcovering and 
mismatched pillows. The side table is from Selamat.

In the upstairs bath, classic tile pairs with a moody 
wallcovering and a yellow barn light for a traditional-
meets-casual mashup. “I wanted to play around with some 
of the colors in the wallpaper, and I decided to pull out 
that yellow accent color,” Jess Ebert says.
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Jess Ebert designed her son’s nursery with a bohemian flair using Stark 
antelope rug and photograph that’s a nod to their California roots.
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“i feel like a mad scientist.”

California cool, a little more edge. “But they say, ‘oh, you’ve 
put a really gorgeous chandelier in here, and i want statement 
lighting.”
 Her clients also really respond to the way ebert balances 
design with kid-friendliness. “kids and dogs are tough on 
everything, and the majority of my clients are young families. 
We talk a lot about balancing beauty with function,” she 

says. “But kid-friendly design should not be a compromise in 
style. i make sure to choose hard-wearing fabrics with a stain 
protectant. i like to have zippers on pillows so they can be 
taken to the dry cleaner or go through the wash. if you want to 
decorate with fragile pieces, save it for a bookshelf that’s out 
of reach of little hands. and make friends with an upholstery 
cleaner.”u

In Vivienne’s room, Jess Ebert layers the large florals in the wallcoverings 
with dainty window treatments. “I think it’s so important to play with 
scale when pairing patterns,” she says. 

In Jackson’s room, classic herringbone wallpaper lends a boyish touch 
when paired with dark-stained furniture and rattan window coverings. 
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A loggia connects the home to its guesthouse, 
where a special limewash was used to 
complement the home’s original brick from 
the 1920s. The seating in a bronze finish have 
cushions in a durable contrast corded fabric from 
Sunbrella. The coffee table has a slate top.
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Written by Nancy Atkinson | Photography by Dustin Peck

Gracious
 Living

At home with 
designer JAne 

schwAb, we leArn 
whAt it meAns to 
be AuthenticAlly 

timeless in design.



The living room’s custom mixed strié provides a 
soft background for the Bergère chairs, covered 
in a casual cotton linen check and accented by 
a painted Italian side table. Artwork over the 
sofa is by Gunnar Theel. The rug is an antique 
Turkish Oushak. Amethyst hurricanes bring 
candlelight into the living room.



C
reating a home that 
looks effortlessly 
timeless, through and 
through, is an arduous 
task – even for an 
experienced interior 

designer. a timeless aesthetic has uni-
versal appeal; it’s not too trendy but 
not dated in the least. it’s elegant yet 
comfortable; it’s refined but not pre-
tentious. it’s inviting but can take you 
to another place while you’re inside. 
 it’s a wonder, but no surprise that 
interior designer Jane schwab’s home 
is a master class in timeless design. 
“our goal was to create a home that was 
comfortable and inviting for our growing 
family,” schwab says. “the design of 
the home is equally perfect for casual 
dinners with friends as it is for larger 
gatherings.”
 originally built in 1923, schwab 
and her husband, nelson’s, Myers 
Park home is an architectural gem. 
it is grand and intimate at once, with 
the open floor plan and light-filled 
rooms inviting guests to relax and feel 
at home. this is by design, of course, 
because schwab’s priority is making a 
home as comfortable as it is beautiful 
– something she’s an old hat at, having 
written her 2013 book, The Welcoming 
House: The Art of Living Graciously, 
with her former design partner, Cindy 
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smith of Circa interiors and antiques. the home was purchased 
in 1999 and began major renovation in 2000. 
     architect Bobby Mcalpine of Mcalpine tankersley in 
Montgomery, alabama, worked closely with schwab on the 
extensive renovation, which took two years to complete. first 
and foremost, Mcalpine’s design paid homage to the home’s 
original architecture. But together, they redesigned the kitchen, 
family room, master bedroom, and bath and added a guesthouse.
     “We kept the bones of the house the same,” schwab explains. 
“We simply made the layout more functional and family-friendly 
for the way we live and entertain.” the 1923 house came with an 
impressive history. former owner Mrs. frank Dowd, sr. rescued 
architectural details like the current mantle, pilasters, and 
crown molding from a soon-to-be-demolished 18th-century home 
in annapolis, Maryland, and gave them new life in her Charlotte 
home – something schwab didn’t dare touch in her redesign. 
 the other part of honoring the home’s original design was 

covering the new brick in a special lime wash to complement 
the original brick from the 1920s. the soft, well-worn patina of 
the home’s exterior carries through on the inside. schwab kept the 
interiors light and monochromatic to create a soothing environment 
using a soft palette of cream, taupe, blue, light corals, and pale greens. 
 throughout the home, the architects made the most of its 
natural setting. the garden room feels particularly close to 
nature. its oversized arched french doors allow sunlight to 
stream in each morning and the sound of running water can be 
heard from the poolside fountain. schwab chose Pennsylvania 
bluestone for the floors in this room and extended them to 
the outdoor terrace and pool area to tie these spaces together. 
“When the weather is pretty, we love opening all three doors 
to bring the outdoors in,” she says. in fact, light-filled rooms 
characterize the home, whether it’s sunlight from oversized 
windows during the day or candlelight from amber and 
amethyst hurricanes at night. 
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 added during the renovation, the family 
room right off the kitchen is where the 
schwabs spend most of their time. the 
room was designed for functionality, 
comfort, and maximum seating. a sisal 
rug lays the foundation for the room’s 
warm textures with beadboard ceilings 
and hinged wooden doors on the fireplace, 
which conceal the television, adding 
dimension and charm. two english walnut 
chests flank the fireplace accented by 
natural still life paintings and antlers 
found on her travels. a white hide hair 
upholstered ottoman with nailhead trim 
provides additional seating. 
 travel fuels the inspired surroundings 
in schwab’s home with many of her pieces 
discovered on trips and vacations. one of 
her favorites is the painting that hangs 
over the sofa in her living room by German 
sculptor Gunnar theel, which caught her 
eye at a designer showcase. 
 schwab’s artistic side can be seen in the 
textural finishes she used on the walls of 
several rooms featuring hand-mixed strié 
treatment painted in soft hues for added 

The unique ceiling design in the kitchen includes beadboard and 
crossbeams to create interest. A Calacatta marble-topped island, tole 
lamps, and heirloom rack and copper pots bring warmth to the room. 

The family room is a favorite hang out. A sisal rug lays the foundation 
for the room’s warm textures, while a white hide hair upholstered 
ottoman with nailhead trim provides additional seating. Hinged 
wooden doors over the wood-burning fireplace hide the television in 
style and limestone alabaster lamps finish the room. 
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A painting by West Fraser found in a Charleston gallery now finds its home in 
the garden room. Seating adds interest with two-tone upholstery in stripes and 
caramel suede. Pennsylvania bluestone floors offer continuity in mimicking the 
pool and patio surround. 
Opposite Top: Jane Schwab and floral designer Jay Lugibihl of In Bloom, Ltd. have 
a long-running relationship that stems from a mutual love of all-things beautiful. 
Opposite Bottom: Hand-painted walls, an antique Trumeau mirror, a crystal 
and bronze chandelier, and a framed antique needlework on paper that was 
purchased during Schwab’s travels, come together to create an elegant and 
charming powder room.



OctOber / nOveMber 2018  |  HOMe DesIgn & DecOr cHarLOtte  63



64   HOMe DesIgn & DecOr cHarLOtte  | OctOber / nOveMber 2018

The walls of the master bedroom are a strié in pale green, the perfect backdrop for a custom 
chinoisserie bed. The abstract painting above the French commode is by Walter Firpo and the 
pastel hanging above the bed is by Mary Loring Warner. An antique Oushak rug rests on the 
linen carpet with panels of charcoal and green striped silk framing the windows.
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dimension. natural colors come from fresh flowers picked 
from her garden (extensive and varied, thanks to previous 
owners), and schwab’s creative collaborator, floral designer 
Jay lugibihl of in Bloom ltd., makes sure artistic greenery 
and flowers always welcome guests when the couple 
entertains.  

 light. Well-worn texture. flowers. art. it’s all part of a 
layered approach to creating a timeless, classic interior that 
brings the schwabs joy and makes their family and friends 
feel comfortable and welcome. if her home is anything, it 
is a testament to the fact that classic and timeless interiors 
done expertly have staying power.u

Wood paneled walls, a built-in tub with a panel surround, 
and walnut-stained hardwood floors add warmth to this 
light-filled bathroom, which the architect designed to feel 
like an extension of the bedroom. Linen curtains and nickel 
sconces on the mirror add the finishing touches.
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Featured Homes

3200 seVeN eaGLes road – seVeN eaGLes 
$2,925,000 | mLs# 3395640  | 5 Bedrooms, 7.3 BatHs 
Truly magnificent estate home in gated Seven Eagles. Unique features include full limestone 
exterior, antique fireplaces from the 17th and 18th centuries, 200-year-old reclaimed beams 
& heated stone floors. Dramatic formals, gourmet kitchen, state-of-the-art theatre, wine cellar 
& fabulous 1st floor owner suite w/dual baths connected by steam shower. 4 secondary 
bedrooms, plus bonus room that could be used as 6th BR. Extraordinary outdoor space with 
cascading hot tub, salt-water pool, covered veranda, multi-tiered patio, cabana with kitchen 
& bath, & private rear patio with stone firepit. the Huneycutt team – 704.953.0658

2542 Forest drIVe – myers Park 
$2,575,000 | mLs# 3420877 | 6 Bedrooms, 5.3 BatHs 
Gracious, Simonini custom-built home in Myers Park! Quality built with attention to detail. 
Master on Main, Gourmet Kitchen with oversize island, stunning Brazilian cherry flooring, 
10’ ceilings on Main, study, 4 fireplaces, rec’ room, beautiful in-ground pool with spa feature, 
outdoor kitchen, fenced yard, electric gate, 3-car garage. Generator, Safe Room. Exceptional 
storage. Fantastic entertainment space, indoors and out. anja Zimmerman – 704.641.5513

2631 rosWeLL aVeNue – myers Park 
$2,238,000 | mLs# 3430000 | 5 Bedrooms, 4.1 BatHs 
Built by Bryan Gerrard Homes. Like new, move in ready. Walkable to MPCC, Selwyn Ave. 
shops and restaurants, close to schools, 3 gas log fireplaces, kitchenette on lower level with 
bar, Media room, beautiful moldings, built-ins, wainscoting, hardwood floors on main and 
upper. Wired for audio in most rooms, enclosed patio, covered patio and nice flagstone 
terrace/deck. Fenced yard, irrigation system, security system. Top of the line appliances 
Sub-zero, Viking, Bosch. Marble counters. Great storage space. Be prepared to love this one! 
the Law team – 704.534.9373

1521 ProVIdeNCe drIVe – eastoVer 
uNder CoNtraCt 1,649,000 | mLs# 3402664 | 5 Bedrooms, 5.1 BatHs 
This stunning home has beautiful designer finishes throughout. Master on the main, 4 
bedrooms with 4 bathrooms on 2nd floor, Two laundry rooms, Butler’s pantry with dish-
washer and wet bar. Chef’s kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances, mudroom with drop 
zone, and 3 car garage with unfinished room above. Covered rocking-chair front porch, 
covered terrace with stone floor and exterior patio with outdoor grills. You’ll love the atten-
tion to detail and fabulous location close to SouthPark, Uptown, and many wonderful restau-
rants and shopping. the tuck team – 704.904.4011

2219 WreNWood PoNd Court – eastoVer 
1,345,000 | mLs# 3429776 | 4 Bedrooms, 3.1 BatHs 
Magnificent, hard stucco custom home built by Steve Kaleel located on a private cul de 
sac of 7 residences with shared pond & landscaped roundabout just minutes from SP and 
Uptown. Amazing attention to detail include gas lanterns, arched doorways, 3 FP’s, large 
windows, beautiful moldings, paneling, tall ceilings & doors, & beautiful HW’s. KT w/custom 
cabinetry, granite tops, desk & breakfast areas, island and SS appliances - Sub Zero frig, 
Thermador double ovens and gas range. Large great room with coffered ceiling, fireplace and 
custom cabinetry, and access to covered rear porch and terrace. Lovely formal areas with 
wet bar. Main level Master with spa like MB inc. steam shower & sep. tub. Large bonus, home 
gym and three add. BR’s on upper level. Room for expansion! Lisa rupp – 704.560.4772

837 GreeNtree drIVe – GreeNtree 
$989,000 | mLs# 3422350 | 4 Bedrooms, 2.2 BatHs 
Immaculate two-story brick home with finished basement on over a half acre professionally 
landscaped, private lot just minutes from SouthPark and Uptown! Kitchen with granite tops, 
custom cabinetry, gas range, double ovens, island and desk opens to lovely glass sunroom. 
Beautiful formal areas, living room and dining room as well as a generous great room with 
fireplace and built in cabinetry also open to sunroom. Master and all secondary BR’s on 
upper level-both upper level baths updated. Fantastic basement with updated half bath, 
knotty pine paneled rec room (Millwork by Pete Pappas) wood burning fireplace with stone 
surround and French doors to home gym, laundry/mud room with convenient cubbies, 
hooks and storage cabinets! Absolute Perfection! Lisa rupp – 704.560.4772
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Formerly a long, narrow galley kitchen, the remodel 
changed the kitchen’s layout for better functionality 
and enlarged the windows to maximize views of the 
patio and pool. The steel windows are framed by 
ceiling-height backsplashes in champagne quartzite. 

Bookshelves are taken to a whole new level with 
Schumacher’s Acanthus Stripe wallpaper. Neutral 
upholstery by Jonathan Louis accents the World’s Away 
chandelier, while pillows backed with Windy O’Conner 
fabric and fronted with Kelly Wearstler’s Channels makes for 
interesting pops along the way. Artwork by Benson Cobb 
hangs over the fireplace and grounds the whole room. 
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               Signed, Brooke 
Cole
when designer 

brooke cole And 
her fAmily moved 
from boston to 
chArlotte, she 

finAlly hAd A home 
on which she could 
truly put her own 

signAture.

Written by Anne Marie Ashley
Photography by Erin Comerford 
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i
f there were a style that defined residential design in 
the ‘90s, it would be what interior designer Brooke 
Cole calls, “the tuscan Brown era.” Dark trim work, 
brass fixtures, travertine tile, warm brown and jewel 
tone palettes – we all know the look. so when she 
and her family purchased their home in Providence 

Country Club seven years ago with exactly that aesthetic, she 
knew it would take a lot of work and a lot of love to bring it up 
to date. “it was, indeed, tragically stuck in the tuscan Brown 
era,” Cole says. “But it had a perfect layout for our family and 
a big backyard in a family-friendly neighborhood. it was worth 
the work we had to put into it.”
 Coming from big-city rentals and a bachelor-pad brownstone 
in Boston, this home was the first place that Cole could 
indeed make her own. “With the fixed elements like the 
travertine tile, dark cabinets, and all brass fixtures, i knew 
this home would require time and patience,” she says. “i 
gave myself five years. We’re on year seven, and there’s 
still more to go!” for a designer, of course, “more to go” 
may seem relative. the interiors have been completely 
transformed into a modern, light, and ultra-chic home that 
has Brooke Cole written all over it. 
 “i am really thrilled, though, with everything i’ve 
accomplished and appreciate all the experience and expertise 
i’ve gained along the way,” Cole says. a three-month 
renovation included new paint throughout the entire home, 
new flooring, and custom cabinetry, along with a kitchen 
overhaul, new light fixtures (Cole replaced every single one in 
the home), and all the details too varied to mention. “the paint 
alone makes a tremendous difference, especially when you’re 
going from earth tones to cool tones. But when the floors went 
in, i could really see how my design plan would take shape,” 
she remembers. Cole designed and contracted everything 
herself and even pulled her own permits. “People don’t 
realize that the Habitat restore will come and do demolition 
for free! and you can hand over your old fixtures for 
someone else to treasure.” 
 the dark kitchen was given a brightening facelift with light 
grey cabinets painted the same Benjamin Moore Brushed 
aluminum color as the walls, white marble countertops and 
backsplash, gold hardware, and the centerpiece to the whole 
room – a la Cornue range in tapestry enamel with a custom 
hood and a hand-painted Gracie wallpaper mural as the 
backsplash. “the paper is covered with glass, of course, so it 

Opposite: Brooke Cole creates a feeling of more space in the kitchen by painting 
the walls and cabinets the same Benjamin Moore color – Brushed 
Aluminum. A custom hood by Thompson Traders sets off the La Cornue 
range. A hand-painted Gracie wallcovering doubles as a backsplash, 
which is protected by a glass cover. 
Top: Phillip Jeffries’ Beyond textured wallcovering peeks out from behind 
the stairs, adding just enough color and interest to make this foyer exciting. The 
chandelier from Circa Lighting creates an inviting glow in the entryway, and an 
original piece of art by Kerry Steele leads you up the staircase. 
Bottom: Acrylic bar stools from Scout Design Studio refuse to impede the 
view of the gorgeous grey and gold kitchen. Seats are upholstered in cut 
velvet Jardin Maze by Anna French for Thibaut. 
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has all the protection against splashes and spills,” Cole says. “i 
also custom designed the mullion detail on the glass doors in the 
kitchen and bar area based off the trim detail on the drapery in 
the breakfast room.” acrylic barstools from scout Design studio 

round out the space without imposing too much. 
 off the kitchen, a neutral haven of a breakfast room layered 
with pastels beckons family and friends to enjoy coffee and 
casual conversation – conversation perhaps started by the oly 

Two-toned chairs covered in Thibaut Crypton fabric on the front 
for durability and Anna French for Thibaut fabric in Anita Damask 
on the back for interest create a stunning yet intimate appeal in 
the breakfast room. A Wesley Hall curved banquet adds more 
seating and the chandelier by Oly Studio is an instant icebreaker. 
Simple cotton blend curtains are stepped up a notch with 
Schumacher’s Malmaison embroidered tape lining the edges. 
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studio bubble chandelier, an interesting piece grounded 
by a cozy banquette in place of a couple of chairs.  
 not afraid of patterns, Cole creates subtle pops of 
interest with wallcoverings in both the redesigned 

This stunning powder room takes its cues from the cool grey Cowtan & 
Tout wallcovering that sets the mood. Circa Lighting sconces create a 
complementary glow as you freshen up. 
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laundry room and in the built-in bookcases in the living room. a 
chandelier above the washer and dryer transforms an otherwise 
utilitarian room into a notable space, while the carefully layered 
and welcoming living room is set off by any number of curiosities 
found around the room. “accessories are cultivated over time 
through travels, gifts, and discovering things that i love,” Cole 
says. “otherwise, i believe accessories sourced all from one 
place or in one style can look contrived. vintage retailers, flea 
markets, and online scavenging are great resources for creating 
that cultivated look.”
 a former buyer in the fashion industry, Cole’s eye for style 
and knack for design come as no surprise. Much like fashion, 
she infuses her home with edgy design where she chooses to 
surprise but maintains a universal appeal that can’t be dated. 
“i believe mixing design styles is the key to the longevity of an 
interior,” she says. “Pairing modern lighting or abstract art with 
classic furniture or modern wallpaper with traditional lighting gives 
an eclectic, curated look that will surpass design trends and fads.”
 Cole is, of course, naturally inspired by her background in 
fashion but has also discovered true inspiration in the women 
she meets through her work. “i love supporting others’ work, 
and i try to incorporate items in my own home as much as 
possible, which gives more meaning to my purchases,” she says. 

items like original art pieces and textiles from Mia Malcolm, 
Windy o’Connor, and kerry steele dot corners of her home, as well 
as decorative hardware from local artisan addison Weeks. “i really 
admire these women’s work and creativity. Having it in my home 
inspires me not only by bringing me joy but also to do my best.”
 from the airy kitchen and layered living room to the re-
imagined playroom and tranquil blue of the guestroom, this 
home wreaks of Brooke Cole in the very best way – a true 
reflection of her personal style and care for design. and of 
course, a testament to the impact of patience in creating a 
thoughtful home.u

Opposite: Brooke Cole relishes the rare occasion to wake up in this soothing 
blue guest room. Garden Silhouette wallpaper by Anna French for Thibaut 
soothes the soul, while the high gloss ceiling painted with Sherwin-Williams 
Rainwashed is like looking into a refreshing pool. The chandelier, bench, 
and above-bed mirror, all from Ro Sham Beaux, add a touch of glam that’s 
hard to resist.
Left: Designer Brooke Cole is breaking out on her own and will be leaving her 
signature wherever she goes.
Right: Thibaut wallpaper in the laundry room makes a mundane chore a 
pleasure. Hardware by Charlotte-based Addison Weeks adds a special touch.
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featured advertiser editorialD e c o r a t i n g

r
ugs have a power all their own.
 they lend a bit of panache, offer a 
springboard for other design elements, or 
completely transform a space. and the rugs 
available from Couture knots have more 
power than most. these stunning, hand-

knotted rugs are contemporary creations based on the trends 
of today but made with time-honored techniques of the past, 

ensuring superior quality and longevity.
 Couture knots owner ali nikrooz has reinvented the 
modern rug store with his boutique rug showroom, one that 
expertly exhibits what he calls “fashion for the floor.” He 
carries some of the most exclusive and coveted rug lines in 
the world, including those of Jan kath, arguably the best rug 
designer alive today. in fact, the rug business is similar to the 
fashion industry, as each line is curated and edited to match 

FlOOrEd
By Lee Rhodes

Photography by Kyo H Nam
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today’s hottest aesthetics and looks. Couture knots also gives new meaning to the term 
“customization.” the world’s highest quality wool and silk can be customized by size, 
shape, color, content, texture, fiber, pile height, and your budget, resulting in magnificent, 
one-of-a-kind pieces. “today’s modern rugs are designed by artists, architects, interior 
designers, and fashion designers,” nikrooz explains. “they are no longer the old, stuffy 
rugs that the rest of the decor must tolerate.”
 Couture knots is the culmination of a journey that, for nikrooz, took him from a 
chemical sales job in Charlotte to a rug showroom in italy to a career change and 
connections across the entire rug industry. for the rugs themselves, the journey 
begins in the mountainous regions of nepal, Morocco, and turkey, where the harsh 
elements mean that sheep produce lanolin-rich, lustrous wool. the wool is carded, 
spun, dyed, trimmed, washed, and knotted entirely by hand, just as rug makers have 
done for a thousand years. on average, a 9-by-12 rug includes up to 2.5 million knots 
and reflects an average of 300 hours of work by skilled artisans. “these are true pieces 
of art for the floor,” nikrooz says.
 Back in Charlotte’s south end, the Couture knots showroom caters to interior 
designers. retail clients are 
welcome to come and experience 
but are referred to a designer, 
matching their aesthetic when 
they are ready to purchase. 
the ever-approachable nikrooz 
personally works with every 
client, sharing lattes with them 
(or an afternoon glass of wine) 
while discussing aesthetic 
preferences and budgetary needs. 
there are no stacks of rugs to go 
through. rather, clients arrive (by 
appointment only) and meet with 
nikrooz personally. “Customer 
service, to me, is paramount,” he 
explains. they can browse over 
300 curated samples and choose 
from an inventory of new rugs 
or discuss creating a custom 
rug. in these cases, renderings 
are generated for approval, and a 
sample of the design is created to 
ensure quality look and design. 
Custom rugs usually take around 
four months to make depending 
on size. in any case, Couture knots 
provides access to previously 
unavailable and exclusive custom rug 
lines backed by amazing customer 
service and attainable pricing.
 “i make the perfect rug for each 
of my clients,” nikrooz concludes. 
“they don’t ever have to settle.”u

To connect with Ali nikrooz at Couture 
Knots, check out @coutureknot 
on instagram or call 704-819-6972.



Thin Brick brings natural elements from the outdoors to your home’s interior. The time-honored beauty and durability 
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victOry Lap
By Brandy Woods Snow

i
n the last decade, north Carolina has not only 
emerged as a leading destination for out-of-state 
property owners but is now appearing on interna-
tional buyers’ radars, as well. it’s estimated that more 
than fifty percent of north Carolina’s luxury home 
traffic comes from outside the state.

 last year, ivester Jackson led the state in multi-million 
dollar estate sales volume and was responsible for the sale of 
one of every three homes in the region listed over $2 million. 
as an affiliate firm of the Christie’s international real estate 
network, ivester Jackson credits this relationship with the firm’s 
skyrocketing luxury sales volume, which has nearly tripled in 
the past four years, as well as playing a pivotal role in north 
Carolina’s growing international appeal. 
     “this is the concept of ‘global reach’ you hear about in real 
estate. But what sets Christie’s apart for ivester Jackson is 
the brand association of instantly being understood by an elite 
audience for its 250-year-old reputation of excellence and 

integrity,” managing partner reed Jackson says. “Christie’s is 
synonymous with luxury, recognized across the globe in a way that 
just putting the term ‘luxury’ next to your branding can’t replicate.”
     Christie’s offers an impressive footprint in traditional feeder 
markets for north Carolina, translating into referrals and 
familiarity for ivester Jackson. agents have sold properties 
to Christie’s clients from Hawaii to london and are currently 
working with more from Hong kong. elite properties from 
Charlotte have appeared in Christie’s collection pieces on 
luxuryDefined.com, in the Portfolio of Fine Properties coffee table 
photography book, and in featured profiles on global “best of the 
best” properties. ivester Jackson frequently promotes local estates 
to an audience of international art collectors through Christie’s art 
catalogs, newsletter, website, and magazine.
     Because of the firm’s tremendous estate sales growth in lake 
norman’s and Charlotte’s premier destination communities, 
as well as its excellence in partnering with Christie’s, ivester 
Jackson was named the 2017 Christie’s affiliate of the year, an 
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honor bestowed on the single most 
outstanding affiliate out of 145 
brokerages in 45 countries.
 the alliance between ivester 
Jackson and Christie’s reaches 
beyond the real estate audience. 
sellers have special access to 
a range of Christie’s valuable 
services and art auction house, 
which they can utilize to manage 
and sell costly collections and art. 
in one example, the firm hosted 
Christie’s head of sales for wine 
and spirits for a discussion on 
pinot noirs. the event, which 
was held at two homes in Pellyn 
Wood enclave, drew more than 
a hundred people and resulted 
in multiple showings that captured the attention of many, 
including one attendee who is now a client auctioning an elite 
private wine collection.
 “our Christie’s affiliates around the world are hand-selected 
leaders in their local markets. ivester Jackson has grown by 
over 200 percent since its affiliation, becoming north Carolina’s 
leader in the marketing of luxury estate property. to be 
further recognized as the ‘best of the best’ overall Christie’s 

international affiliate of the year is a tribute to this exceptional 
firm, its brokers, and its staff, and acknowledges north 
Carolina’s continued emergence as an important luxury real 
estate destination,” Dan Conn, Ceo of Christie’s international 
real estate, says.u

To inquire further about available opportunities for working with ivester 
Jackson, go online to www.ivesterjackson.com.
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You know that your garage door is a big part of your beautiful home. You also know that the durability and functionality of the garage 
doors for your commercial business says a lot about your business. We are well aware of this. Regardless of the type of door you 
choose, you can be confident that Cox Door Company Inc. stands behind each and every door that’s sold. With great craftsmanship 
comes great responsibility. This is why we also stand behind the quality accessories that go along with these great doors.

We offer free estimates in new doors!
704-821-8898

www.coxdoor.com  •  philcox@coxdoor.com



When it comes to your dream home – making sure it is perfect means tons of tough decisions. Let our 
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design team to our extensive collection of products from the most sought after brands. 
Request your appointment today at fergusonshowrooms.com 
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t
ake a leisurely 
drive through 
Charlotte after 
dark, and you can’t 
help but notice how 
the right outdoor 

lighting can radiate warmth and a 
sense of welcome from each home 
it adorns. But Cheryl-anne Jones of 
imagine outdoor lighting doesn’t 
have to take a drive; she is already 

well aware of the impact – and magic – that outdoor lighting has 
on a nighttime landscape. 
 Jones, formally from nova scotia, Canada, has been a partner 
for three years and took the helm as sole owner earlier this year.  
However, the road that brought her here is somewhat circuitous. 
formally a co-owner of a thriving veterinary clinic in Charlotte, 
she ran the business side of things, but her true passion was 
connecting with their clients. family changes dictated the need 
for a career change, and when a friend introduced Jones to 
tom fenig, known affectionately as “the Godfather” of outdoor 
lighting in Charlotte, it seemed serendipitous. fenig once owned 
a well-known franchise with seventy-nine locations and thought 
he might retire. instead, semi-retirement became his plan once 

he met Jones and realized she’d be a true partner in a family 
business once again.  “Cheryl-anne has a unique way with this 
company,” fenig says. “Her flair for design and connectivity with 
our clients is something i’m very proud of.”
 With years of industry experience, fenig was intimately 
familiar with the aesthetic, functionality, and safety benefits of 
outdoor lighting, and he was more than happy to show Jones the 
ropes, knowing he’d pass the baton. eventually, they became 
partners. today, she still successfully runs the business side of 
things and also connects with a new brand of client, helping to 
design warm, beautiful lighting solutions for people’s homes. “you 
really bond with clients because you truly create something special 
for them,” she explains. “it just doesn’t get any better than having 
a dog in your lap outside in the evening while enjoying your pretty 
home; we do it ourselves almost every night.” fenig adds, “it’s 
refreshing to see her creative business savvy bloom with imagine. 
it’s all Cheryl-anne.”
 so how do fenig and Jones divide and conquer? fenig focuses 
on lighting design and installation, while Jones handles branding 
and marketing and outreach. although it’s a large company, 
they’re both more content with making it feel like a smaller, 
family-focused business. for example, either fenig or Jones 
visits each homeowner during installation to touch base with 
clients and ensure everything is perfect. 

Light the Night
By Lee Rhodes
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 installations take less than a day, and 
imagine outdoor lighting makes it as 
seamless as possible by avoiding digging 
up yards and using existing wiring 
when possible. Jones, in particular, 
enjoys meeting homeowners and (no 
surprise) their dogs and cats, too. the 
irony is that leD technology is so 
sophisticated – integrated fixtures come 
with lifetime warranties, and there’s no 
need ever to replace bulbs – that there’s 
no need for repeat client visits. But 
the consolation for Jones is that many 
clients also hire them to install outdoor 
lighting systems in their second homes, 
at the beach, or in the mountains. “so the 
relationship continues after all!” she says. 
 “it’s much more than a business 
to me,” Jones concludes. “We enjoy 
the process as much as we enjoy the 
results. People used to come to the veterinary hospital because 
they felt welcome and confident they made the right choice. 
With this business, we simply go to their homes and make them 
feel confident and welcome – at their own home.  and that is a 
pretty neat feeling.”u

Are you interested in giving the outside of your home a welcoming 
glow? Call imagine Outdoor Lighting to discuss your lighting needs at 
704-235-1611. For more information, visit www.imagineoutdoorlighting.com.

Photography by Little Nest Portraits Charlotte
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When shopping for window treatments, you want 
it all: beauty, durability, color, light blocking, noise 
control and more. We get that.

That’s why Sunburst offers a variety of premium 
quality and innovative window treatments. From 
ultra durable Polywood shutters® to our exclusive 
wood and reclaimed shutters, colorful blinds and 
shades and now barn doors. Sunburst has it.

It’s everything you need to fit your budget and 
style, and it’s all available from Sunburst Shutters 
& Window Fashions.

Serving Charlotte and surrounding areas

Ready For Breathtaking?
Give your windows the treatment they deserve.®

sunburstshutters.com

Call for free in home estimates.

980-404-2045

Modern • Classic • Timeless

WE HAVE IT ALL.

Modern Lighting
Design Store

Store Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday – 10am-6pm,  Saturday – 10am-4pm

1315 East Boulevard | Charlotte, NC 28203
704-332-0109

www.modernlightingdesign.com
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y
earning to add historical appeal to a newly con-
structed house? need a dose of character to 
enhance the family home? Homeowners are 
using old Brick originals™ thin brick to design an 
accent wall in the dining room, create a cozier feel 
in the den, or impart an urban industrial aesthetic 

in the master bedroom. imagination is the only limitation.
 “the thin brick product is a way for homeowners to add antiquity 
to their modern construction,” Matt Mara of General shale says. “We 
cut off the face of each genuine clay brick, so it can be applied like 
tile to any interior or exterior project. and since we manufacture the 
brick in its ideal environment, we can create a strong, good-looking 
brick appropriate for accent applications.”
 the mortar applied around each tile-like brick can be customized 
to achieve the look a homeowner desires. a crisp, clean mortar 
joint, for example, is perfect for modern design. an irregular mortar 
joint, alternatively, brings the old World charm found in historic 
Charleston or an ancient european Gothic cathedral. 
 old Brick originals™ thin bricks are manufactured in thirteen 
different styles, including an alaska White version that mimics 
whitewashed brick. the product names hint at the inspiration 
for each brick design. Carriagehouse, for example, is a glimpse of 
historic southern charm, while schoolhouse rekindles the feel of a 
quaint one-room school. the distressed edges and smoky pumpkin 
color of frenchquarter work well in both traditional and modern 
settings, while a blend of sienna and copper in englishpub thin brick 
imbibes an old european hangout, popular for urban revitalization 
projects. ironworks introduces a trendy gray brick that is an 
excellent complement to on-point modern style.

How are homeowners using thin brick?
• reworking a fireplace surround
• Designing an accent wall in any room of the house
• enhancing a porch wall 
• installing a kitchen backsplash
• Creating a cozy bricked wine cellar
• laying a laundry room floor
• adding rusticity to a “man cave”
• Designing a floor mosaic
• Cladding the exterior of a home

 the lighter weight of thin brick ensures it is versatile for 
any indoor or outdoor application without additional structural 
support. it adheres to almost any construction surface – concrete, 
drywall, cement board, plywood, paneling, and metal. its ease of 
installation makes it an ideal do-it-yourself project, with youtube 
installation videos and in-stock inventory available at General 
shale showrooms.u

Come in to see all the Old Brick Originals thin brick options at general Shale’s 
Charlotte showroom at 10800 Reames Road or call 704-599-2877. explore 
a gallery of ideas at www.generalshale.com. general Shale also has nC 
showrooms in Raleigh, Wilmington, and Sanford and others in greenville, SC, 
and Johnson City, Tn.
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t
echnology seems to be driving everything in 
our lives these days, even the shades we choose 
for our homes. there are several trends to stay 
on top of when it comes to custom shades and 
shutters, but two really stand out: motorized 
shades and bold colors. 

  a shade above is a full-service, showroom-based 

business that allows customers to touch the materials, see the 
mechanics, and talk to an expert. they sell primarily Hunter 
Douglas products, as well as other brands of window coverings. 
their plantation shutters, crafted in Monroe by their parent 
company, artisan shutter, are still their number one seller, but 
the current trend is motorization. Just about anything can be 
motorized and can be integrated with new or existing home 

raising the Bar
By Laura Palka

Photo courtesy of Hunter Douglas Pirouette Shades
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automation systems from a roman shade to a roller shade to a 
sheer-shading fabric and more. 
 “We have the ability with Hunter Douglas products to create 
a home automation system for a client’s motorized shades just 
by purchasing a router. they can be operated from a tablet or 
phone, and that is a feature growing in popularity with our 
clients,” angela Goodman says, the sales coordinator for a shade 
above’s south end showroom. “you can download the Hunter 
Douglas app on your phone or iPad and program the shades for 
different times and days of the week – a great feature if you 
travel and want it to appear that someone is home.”
 even so-called “traditional” plantation shutters are going 
more transitional in both operation and style. specialty 
shaped shutters can be custom made for unique windows or 
larger louver sizes, and hidden tilt bars are being used for a 
contemporary look. Many homeowners are making a bold 
commitment to use color on their trim – letting the standard 
choice of white take a back seat.
 “installing plantation shutters with a shade above has been 
the best investment to our home,” customer Christie Brown 
says. “i absolutely love the versatility of our four-and-a-half-inch 
plantation shutters with the split hidden tilt bar. this feature 
adds a modern look allowing privacy or maximum light when 
privacy is not a concern.” Brown adds, “My shutters make 
a huge impact that complements my home while remaining 

functional in design. if only i had more windows in our house!”
 this past summer, a shade above opened two new locations 
— one at the Promenade at Providence and one in north Myrtle 
Beach. “Many of our clients have vacation homes at the beach, 
so it made good sense for us to cover the coastal area of the 
Carolinas,” Goodman says. the company, which now has a total 
of four showrooms open to the general public, is also a longtime 
favorite among architects, builders, and designers.
 “a shade above provides the best quality, selections, and 
service on any window fashion need in the Charlotte area,” 
Jennifer Haahs says, who is the president and principal designer 
of Jennifer Haahs Design Group, inc. “all interior designers or 
homeowners will love working with them!”
 everything sold by a shade above is made in the usa. in 
addition to limited lifetime warranties, the company offers an 
assurance warranty that guarantees free repairs for five years. 
 “our business is all about relationship building and 
creativity,” Jill franklin says, a shade above’s designer 
coordinator. “We’re helping folks figure out what they want and 
making those decisions easier.”u

For more information about A Shade Above or to make an appointment, 
visit www.asacharlotte.com. Or call one of their four locations: Historic 
South end 980-202-5620, Cornelius 704-997-8426, South Charlotte 
980-202-6530, and north Myrtle Beach 843-273-4573.

Designed by Jennifer Haahs Design Group
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Presented By Grandfather Homes 
& Elizabeth Community Association

elizabethcommunity.com/hometour

Join us on Friday, October 19 and Saturday, 
October 20 to celebrate the return of the annual 
Elizabeth Home & Garden Tour.

This year, 10 private residences and 5 public 
spaces will highlight the architectural diversity 
and creative spirit of our neighborhood. 

From a renovated 1918 boarding house to a 
brand new Dutch-inspired townhome the tour 
is jam packed with inspiration!

CALL TODAY For a complimentary, in home consultation with one of our experienced designers.

The Areas Premiere RESOURCE for Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
Custom Closets • Home Office • Mud Room & Built Ins • Exterior Shutters • Garage Storage

704-778-6814
IMPACTdesignResources.com

HISTORIC SOUTHEND
SHOWROOM

305 Foster Ave. Suite 200
Charlotte, NC 28203



Visit Charlotte’s Largest Flooring Showroom

Special Financing Options 
Available to those that Qualify

We Provide FREE 
in Home Estimates

Family Owned and Operated
4312 Monroe Road
Charlotte, NC 28205
(704) 372-7486

HughesFloorCovering.com
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a
ll summer you’ve enjoyed the 
luxury of a backyard pool, a 
personal reprieve from the 
humid southern climate. But 
now, as the long, sultry days of 
summer fade into the chillier 

temperatures of autumn, you may notice your pool 
surround has seen its better days. the telltale signs 
of yearly wear and tear come to light. Perhaps, 
the concrete coping installed by a previous home-
owner no longer measures up to the home’s latest 
upgrades. Maybe the critical retaining wall in your 
sloped yard is compromised. these issues are con-
cerning, but according to George Crump, owner 
of the stone Man, they’re entirely fixable. and in 
the end, a comprehensive revamp of your pool and 
decking can take your backyard from worn to wow.
 When considering such a project, many 
homeowners are concerned about certain hurdles 
in the process: the yard’s topography, the expenses 
incurred, and the vision. Crump says the stone 
Man’s highly seasoned in-house staff can tackle any 
issues and assuage homeowners’ fears. 
 “one major advantage of a pool and surround 
revitalization is the bang for your buck,” Crump says. 
“it’s as good as getting a brand new pool without all the 
cost because the grading and land work is already in 
place.” While his staff is experienced in working with 
a variety of yards, from flat to sloped and everywhere 
in between, Crump ensures total project integrity by 
completing an engineering evaluation for complex 
structural elements.
 as for vision, Crump insists the design process 
be a collaborative effort between his team and the 
homeowners. “it isn’t my place to tell homeowners 
what they want. instead, i work with them to define 
the vision by assessing their desire for the space and 
boiling it down to must-haves. i pose this question: 
‘What is your desired lifestyle in this space, and where 
are you now?’ from there, it’s about figuring out the 
perfect way to close the gulf between the two.”
      Homeowners make value-engineered selections 
and then see a three-dimensional, realistic 
rendering, so they have an accurate idea of project 
scope. the selection of decking materials and 
additional features for the new pool surround is also 
a key component in the process. natural stone and 
manmade pavers are typical choices.
      “square-cut stones, such as travertine and 
bluestone, remain popular. Highly regarded for its 
heat profile, travertine remains cool to the touch, 
though it can be slippery. indian sandstone offers 

a more extensive color selection, has a similar 
heat profile, and has a more textured and non-slip 
surface. Manmade pavers, now available in a 
tremendous variety, don’t pose a slip risk and are 
very durable. While irregular flagstone, though used 
infrequently, makes a bold statement.”
      additional surround upgrades include fire pits 
with seating, fireplaces, outdoor kitchens, new 
patios, and customized cabanas.
      “the backyard pool is the heart of your outdoor 
space,” Crump says. “october to March is the 
perfect time to undertake a pool and decking 
renovation, so you’ll be ready to enjoy when the 
warm weather returns.”u

Take your pool and decking from worn to wow by 
calling The Stone Man at 704-616-7948 or going online 
to www.stonemanrocks.com.
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F
ront Door fabrics and interiors has done the impossible – 
it just got better! this past July, the business moved their 
upscale showroom to a new location at 5341 Ballantyne 
Commons Parkway, suite 350, in the Promenade Provi-
dence shopping Center in Charlotte.
    the new 3,500-square-foot space will be a considerable 

upgrade in space from the old store, and it will be a more convenient and 
accessible location for their clients.  one thing hasn’t changed, however, 
and that’s their commitment to offering the same outstanding service, 
quality, and selection that has made front Door such a valuable resource 
over the years. “you can find pretty things just about anywhere,” owner 
karen Dixon says. “But what sets front Door apart is our level of 
customer service.”
 front Door has everything needed to make your home beautiful and 
truly personal. from a wide and impressive collection of contemporary 
and traditional fabric lines that add warmth, texture, and interest 

The 
best 

Just got 
better

By Linda Kramer
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to a room, to window treatments, furniture, pillows, and 
personalized accents, their eye always leans toward current 
trends in the world of interior design. layering accessories, 
custom lighting, and an exquisite collection of custom made 
upholstered furniture at an affordable price remain part of the 
mainstay of the business.
 “We’re commited to helping our customers create a home 
environment that is inviting and that makes guests feel 
welcome and at home,” Dixon explains. to that end, a staff of 
seven resident creative designers is ready to help customers 
make the very best decisions for their project, happily 

demonstrating creative ideas that can bring a decorating vision into a reality 
of self-expression. an in-home consulting service is also available for both 
residential and commercial needs.
 Just when you think you have satisfied all decorating needs, you discover yet 
another room in the shop that brings more ideas and solutions to problems you 
didn’t even know you had! an extensive trim room includes cording, tassels, braids, 
trims, and more. there is also a   unique wallpaper selection, accent pillows that 
come to the rescue with a pop of color for a dull room, and a selection of rugs that 
range from contemporary to modern classics.
 “We want to help create an environment that makes one feel blessed, not 
impressed, while always reflecting the most current design trends,” Dixon says.
 every home begins with an inspiration, a vision that is an expression of taste 
and lifestyle. front Door fabrics and interiors is still here to help tell that story—
just from a new location. u

For the very best service and selection, visit Front door Fabrics and interiors’ new location at 
5341 Ballantyne Commons Parkway Suite 350. For more information, call 704-844-6330 or 
email Karen dixon at info@frontdoorfabrics.com.
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S O u L
F O O d i

n the south, we like to celebrate friendship. 
there are a million ways to do that, but 
i can’t think of a better, more personal 
way than to invite folks into your home to 
share a meal.
     even if busy schedules mean that your 

meal must be catered, it can still be a thoughtful 
extension of yourself, your home life, and your 
upbringing. this personal history is what sarah 
Wrenn, arts and sales director for noble food and 
Pursuits, tries to get out of our clients and onto the 
table because that’s where the magic happens. five-
star meals have their place, but the unexpected result 
of real food that has meaning to the ones serving it 
is downright provocative. it starts conversation. it 
welcomes storytelling. it elicits true joy.
 We recently catered such a meal at the home of 
interior designer Barrie Benson who, along with 
soCo Gallery owner Chandra Johnson, was hosting 
a book launch for their friend Dara Caponigro, 
creative director of the textile house schumacher.
 fittingly, Caponigro and co-author Melanie 
acevedo have put together a book called The 
Authentics, an intimate exploration of the lives 
and homes of creative people. such an occasion 
practically demanded that authenticity show up on 
the plate. We talked to Benson about her favorite 
food memories and found that many of them 
revolved around the simple yet beautiful meals 
made by her mother and grandmother.
 so we started things out with a clean-cut salad 
that Wrenn’s grandmother loved: grapefruit, 
avocado, and Bibb lettuce with a classic poppy seed 
dressing. the main course was chicken curry, a dish 
that Benson’s mother and grandmother both made. 
We added a flourish with assorted accoutrements like house-made chutney, crushed peanuts, 
yogurt, and torn herbs. Dessert was chocolate chess pie and pecan pie because Benson and 
Johnson didn’t want to have to choose between the two. (and why should they?)
  “everything was served family-style and the whole night just felt comfortable,” Benson 
recalls. “We loved it, and the guests did, too.”
 i started Copain to help folks have more gatherings like these, ones where lifelong memories 
are made. Meals like these are almost always inextricably linked to special people in our lives. 
it’s the reason why Copain’s three smoking vessels are named after my aunts and uncle. it’s 
why my newest concept, a chicken shack we’re calling Bossy Beaut’s, is named after the aunt 
who i believe perfected the chicken sandwich. i would not feel the way i do about food without 
them. to me, getting to celebrate their memory while making new ones with friends at the 
table is part of any great meal.u

Chef Jim noble is the executive chef and owner of noble Food & Pursuits. His belief in providing restoration 
through food led him to launch The King’s Kitchen, a non-profit restaurant in Uptown Charlotte, as well as the 
Charlotte Mecklenburg Dream Center. These days, you’ll likely find Chef Noble sitting at Table 11 in Rooster’s 
SouthPark working on his latest projects, noble Smoke, Copain, and Bossy Beaut’s, which are set to open in 
early 2019. For more information, visit www.noblefoodandpursuits.com.
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R O O M  S e R v i C e

W
hen working with a new client on a one-room project,  
i ask to see all the other rooms that are not included in 
this project as a first step. Having a consistent style and 
color palette are important to me when i am working on a 
new design to create necessary flow and continuity. this 
is not to say that creating an eclectic style of mismatch 

isn’t fun. in fact, i have often enjoyed this approach. But this project was one where 
my client had a strong vision and opinion about what she wanted – all white. 
 the look can be soothing and calm for sure, but how do you keep it from feeling 
cold and looking uninspired? in my book, it’s the use of different textures and shades 
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of white. yes, there are different shades of white. Benjamin 
Moore has about fifteen different whites on their fan deck of 
paint ranging from cool to warm with touches of grey and even 
red tones. 
 Mixing styles with an all-white palette can also create 
something unique as well: sleek modern shelving layered with 
vintage objects, for example, or cottage style lines adjacent a 
Moroccan patterned rug, or beaded fixtures hanging over a 
traditional tufted sofa, custom made with a more modern arm. 
 avoiding a strict design style while incorporating unique 
pieces with various tactile touches creates that collected look 
that makes a room feel warm and inviting. following that 

consistently throughout multiple rooms allows you to shift 
pieces to change it up now and then. 
 scared of white with kids around? invest in an outdoor fabric. 
you would be amazed at how far they have come in softness 
and richness. outdoor fabrics are not all canvas-like. Have your 
furniture and rugs stain protected. i particularly love fiber 
services here in Charlotte. if you can’t get the stain out with just 
water, they will.u

Beth Keim is the owner of Lucy and Company, a full-service interior design 
firm located at 2108 South Boulevard, Suite 213. For more information visit 
www.lucyandcompany.com or call 704-342-6655.

“Having a consistent style and color palette are 
important to me when i am working on a new 
design to create necessary flow and continuity.”
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O
ne of the most satisfying aspects of being a home remodeler is seeing a 
client settled back in and enjoying their freshly renovated space. the dust 
is gone, everything is put back in its place, and the design we helped them 
plan for many weeks is finally being utilized and enjoyed. Most impor-
tantly to us, they made it through the certain inconveniences that come 
with the semi-destruction and reconstruction of their home.

 living in your home while part of it is being remodeled is no fun, but a bit of 
preparation and proper expectations can make it less stressful for all involved. i have 
some tried-and-true suggestions for getting through it:
	 Stay	somewhere	else	–	yes, this article is about living in your home during your 
remodel, but let’s be real. if you have another place to stay while your project is 
underway, why wouldn’t you move out? if you don’t have a place to go, keep reading.
	 Traffic	and	parking	– at any given time there may be several vehicles that need a place 
to park during construction business hours. Give your neighbors an advance apology for 
all of the additional vehicles that will be parking on the street.
	 Dust	control	–	a lot of effort gets put into confining dust just to the work areas of 
your home, but inevitably some will find its way out. keeping your HvaC system shut 
off during the dustiest parts of construction (demolition and sanding) and frequent HvaC 
filter replacement help.
	 Pet	control	–	some dogs do just fine; others like to escape and sprint down the road. 
some cats do just fine; others like to find an open floor or wall cavity and become lost or 
trapped. you know your pet better than your remodeler does, so plan accordingly.
	 Wall	hangings	and	fragile	stuff	–	if something is hanging on a wall or in a cabinet near 
where work is taking place, there’s a good chance that vibrations may cause them to hit 
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the floor during construction. take them down to be safe.
	 Site	access	and	security	–	think ahead about how you want to 
provide access at times when you may not be home. spare keys, 
lock boxes, and alarm codes will need to be arranged with your 
remodeler at a level you’re comfortable with.
	 See	something?	Say	something.	– as in most aspects of life, 
communication is key. it’s your home, and you’re spending a lot 
of money for something you’ll be living with for years to come.  

speak up if something isn’t matching your expectations. a good 
remodeler will strive to make sure you’re as comfortable as 
possible in the midst of the dust and traffic.u

Brad Little is the president of Case design/Remodeling of Charlotte and 
has been leading a team of award-winning designers and craftsmen since 
2005. To view more of their projects and schedule a free consultation, visit 
www.casecharlotte.com or call 704-759-3920.
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B u i L d i n g  A
B e T T e R  H O M e B

uilding a new home is a long-held dream for so many people. Designing 
your home expressly for your family and then selecting each and every 
item that goes into the home is beyond exciting! each week i get calls and 
emails from fellow Charlotteans who are anxiously anticipating building 
their custom home but aren’t sure where to start. they ask whether 
they need land or home plans and if they should first find their builder, 

designer, or a loan? they have no idea where to begin. i usually tell them the same thing: 
first figure out your team, then the rest is easy.
 the most critical factor in building your new home is picking the correct team right from 
the start. this dream team includes your builder, an architect or plan designer, an interior 
designer, and a landscape architect. it’s so important to research each member of your 
team thoroughly. Building a home is a massive project, in which you will need to work very 
closely and communicate very well with everyone involved. in addition, each team member 
must also be willing and able to work closely together to achieve a cohesive vision – your 
vision. your team should share your values and your communication style, and you should 
be comfortable with their process. Most importantly – are they people you genuinely like 
and envision working closely with for a year or more?
 new old is a multi-award-winning boutique luxury design and build firm known for 
balancing classic design principles with innovative ideas. We believe that the design 
and build option can offer a real advantage for those looking to take a lot of stress and 
confusion out of homebuilding. as a design and build company, our goals are to simplify 
and streamline the homebuilding process and provide you with a pleasant – even fun – 
homebuilding experience. With us, your crack team of competent professionals is already pre-
assembled and ready to find or evaluate your land, develop your ideal home plan, help you select 
your entire interior and exterior finishes, and even handle your landscaping design. 
 We work with an incredible team of dedicated local and national professionals, 
tradesmen, and vendors who can help make your dream home a reality. our team may be 

extensive, but at heart, we’re a 
boutique firm that’s committed 
to offering exceptional personal 
service. you will only ever have to 
communicate with new old; you 
can leave all of the complicated 
project logistics to us. the design 
and build option may not be the 
right fit for everyone, as there 
are many options to consider. 
However you decide to build 
your dream home, make sure 
you have your own dream 
team in place first to ensure 
a successful result!u

using her trademark blend of tradition 
and innovation, new Old co-founder 
Mary Ludemann has been designing 
and building dream homes for more 
than a decade. To find out how she 
can bring your ideal home from a 
dream to a reality, visit www.newold.
com, call 704-975-3723, or email 
building@newold.com.
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arts and culture

SPOtligHt
Master Paper Maker 
roland Poska: Deckle edge 
Jerald	Melberg	Gallery
through november 3 
www.jeraldmelberg.com
 
elizabeth Home & 
Garden tour 
Elizabeth
october 19 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
october 20
11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
www.eventbrite.com

in tanDeM: ellen levine 
Dodd and Joyce Howell
Anne	Neilson	Fine	Art	Gallery
through october 19
www.anneneilsonfineart.com

Manhattan short 
film festival
U.S.	National	Whitewater	Center
october 5 – 7
www.inspirenorthwest.org

the Glow:
 a Jack o’lantern experience 
Lowe’s	Motor	Speedway
october 4 – 28
www.theglowjackolantern.com

Hamilton
Blumenthal	Performing	Arts	Center
october 10 – november 4
www.blumenthalarts.org

John Cleese: 
Why there is no Hope
Ovens	Auditorium
november 19 
8 p.m.
www.ticketmaster.com

Make/sHift: 
rachel Meginnes + 
thomas schmidt 
Hodges	Taylor	Gallery
through november 30
www.hodgestaylor.com

Hodges taylor is pleased to present 
MAKE/SHIFT, an exhibition pairing 
Penland-based artist, rachel 
Meginnes, with Charlotte-based 
sculptor thomas schmidt. While Meginnes collaborates with found material, making 
her mark through a series of reactions to the underlying object, schmidt communicates 
through the manipulation of material by technology, shifting the idea of the object itself. 

Damian stamer: interiors
SOCO	Gallery	
through november 9
www.soco-gallery.com

endlessly intrigued by the crumbling 
tobacco barns and abandoned houses near 
his hometown, Damian stamer’s ongoing 
visual investigation of north Carolina’s rural 
landscape, rendered through the lens of his 
childhood memories has resulted in Interiors. 
stamer’s work expresses the ironic beauty in 
the changing of both everything and nothing—
the way the past engenders awareness of the 
present, and vice versa.

iDal Convention 
Grandover	Resort
october 16 – 21
www.decorativeartisans.org

the annual iDal Convention 
for iDal members is taking 
place at Grandover resort 
in Greensboro this october. 
Get ready to visit High Point 
Market, network with hundreds of industry professionals, reload your inspiration 
catalogue, dive into the industry genius pool, and much more. from workshops and 
seminars to game night and market, this convention is a perfect chance to reengage 
and reenergize. 
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Imagine your home, 
totally organized! 

Custom Closets, 
Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, 
Pantries, Laundries, 
and Hobby Rooms. 

Call for a free in home design 
consultation and estimate 

704-228-4767
www.closetsbydesign.com

HDD

Follow us 

2018 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

   

40% Off Plus

Free Installation

18 MONTHS 

SAME AS CASH
With approved credit. Call or 
ask your Designer for details. 

Not available in all areas.

Walk in Closet

Garage Cabinets    

Pantries Garage FlooringHome Offices    

Laundries  Bedroom Closet 

40% off any order of $1000 or more. 30% off any order of $700 or more. Not valid 
with any other offer. Free installation with any complete unit order of $500 or 
more. With incoming order, at time of purchase only.
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Perfect 
the performance.

Indulge in breathtaking colors, knowing the real 
beauty is in the performance. Find innovative paint 
solutions perfect for what’s most important to your 
clients, including washable flats, long-lasting color, 

moisture resistance, odor reduction and better indoor 
air quality. Discover more at swdesigners.com.

Shane Jones 
Designer Account Executive 

Shane.I.Jones@sherwin.com

www.homedesigndecormag.com

Visit www.homedesigndecormag.com 
for additional photos from all of our feature homes

 and our local design resource guide.

facebook.com/CharlotteHDD

@homedesigndecor_charlotte



Rosewood Residences San Miguel de Allende



The BesT Value ThaT Money Can Buy.

11205 HambrigHt rD.  
Huntersville, nC 28078

704-333-7446 
704-281-2041
poolbydesign.com

PooL
BY 
Design



2016 NARI CoTY Winner

What Inspires You?
It’s the question that matters most to us.
Because we’re making something special.
The one place in the world that’s yours.

Inspiring Homeowners Since 2005.

A Vision of Home:
If you’re looking to remodel a kitchen, update your 

kids’ bath, finish a bonus room or build a master 

suite addition, our comprehensive planning process 

delivers all the information you need to make the best 

decisions for your unique project. We’ll collaborate on 

ideas, document your space, develop customized 

design options utilizing our 3D rendering software, 

and include budgeting information and timelines to 

give you peace of mind. Get inspired with us today.

704-759-3920
CaseCharlotte.com



Custom homes •  Well appointed •  Well-lived
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